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Dr. Pramod Sawant
Hon’ble Chief Minister Goa

he International Purple Fest Goa 2025, held

from 9th to 12th October 2025, stands as a
meaningful milestone in Goa’s journey towards
inclusion. It brought together diverse voices,
ideas, and experiences, reinforcing the collective
commitment to empowerment, dignity and equal
participation for persons with disabilities.

The Government of Goa continues to move
steadily towards the vision of Inclusive Goa, where
accessibility and inclusion are integral to governance
and development. Through sustained efforts in
accessible infrastructure, inclusive education,
employment opportunities, assistive technologies,
and social sensitisation, Goa is creating an enabling
environment that supports independence and equal
opportunity for all.

| commend the Department for Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities and Office of the State
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities for their
dedicated efforts in making the Purple Fest a strong
platform for collaboration, innovation, and positive
change.

MESSAGE

Dr. Virendra Kumar

Hon'’ble Minister of Social Justice &
Empowerment, Government of India

A n inclusive society is built when policies
translate into lived realities for every citizen.
Platforms such as the International Purple Fest Goa
2025 demonstrate how dialogue, innovation and
partnership can accelerate progress towards equal
opportunity and dignity for persons with disabilities.

The Government of India, through the Department for
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, continues
to strengthen policies and programmes that promote
accessibility, inclusive education, skill development,
employment, and the use of assistive technologies, in
alignment with the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Act, 2016. These efforts are central to achieving
equitable development and social justice.

The Government of Goa, Department for
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities and the
Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities deserve appreciation for their leadership
in organising the International Purple Fest. The Fest
serves as an important platform for collaboration,
innovation, and shared learning, contributing
meaningfully to the vision of a more inclusive India.
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MESSAGE

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai

Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities

A ccessibility is the foundation of inclusion, and
inclusive development begins when systems
are designed to be usable by all. Goa’s journey
towards empowerment of persons with disabilities
is rooted in the principle that equal access to public
spaces, services, information, and opportunities is a
fundamental right, not a concession.

The Government of Goa is actively working to
integrate accessibility standards across infrastructure,
transport, digital platforms, government programmes,
and public events. Alongside physical accessibility,
emphasis is being placed on assistive technologies,
reasonable accommodation, and attitudinal change
to ensure meaningful participation of persons with
disabilities in education, employment, culture, and
community life.

The International Purple Fest Goa 2025 has reinforced
the importance of collaboration in advancing this
agenda. | appreciate the efforts of the Office of the
State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities
and all stakeholders for strengthening Goa’s resolve
to build an inclusive, barrier-free, and empowering
ecosystem for persons with disabilities.

Shri. Rajesh Agarwal IAS

Secretary, Department for Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities, Government of India

he International Purple Fest Goa 2025, held

from 9th to 12th October 2025, has emerged as
a significant platform advancing the national dialogue
on inclusion, accessibility, and empowerment of
persons with disabilities. The Fest reflected a shared
commitment to creating inclusive systems through
collaboration among governments, civil society,
industry, and persons with disabilities.

The Department for Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities continues to work towards strengthening
policy frameworks, improving accessibility, expanding
the reach of assistive technologies, and promoting
inclusive education and employment in alignment
with the objectives of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016. Such initiatives are vital in
ensuring equal opportunity and full participation for
persons with disabilities across all sectors.

The efforts of the Government of Goa and the Office of
the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities
in hosting the International Purple Fest deserve
special appreciation. The Fest serves as a model
for cooperative federalism and collective action in
building a more inclusive and equitable India.



Dr. V¥ Candavelou IAS

Chief Secretary Goa

I n recent years, Goa has taken steady steps to align

governance with the principles of accessibility,
equity, and inclusion. The International Purple Fest
Goa 2025, held from 9th to 12th October 2025,
reflected this evolving commitment by bringing
attention to inclusive practices across sectors.

The Government of Goa is committed to
institutionalising the vision of Inclusive Goa through
convergence among departments, capacity building of
officials, adoption of universal design principles, and
integration of accessibility standards in government
programmes and services. These efforts aim to
ensure that inclusion is not an exception, but a norm
in public administration.

The Purple Fest has strengthened dialogue,
partnerships, and shared accountability among
stakeholders. | appreciate the sustained efforts of
the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities and all collaborators in advancing a
governance model that is equitable, inclusive, and
future-ready.

MESSAGE

Shri. Guruprasad R. Pawaskar

Hon’ble State Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities, Government of Goa

he International Purple Fest Goa was envisioned

as a vibrant platform to celebrate abilities,
raise awareness, and foster collaboration for the
empowerment of persons with disabilities. Its
purpose has always been to create a space where
dialogue, innovation, and shared learning can
translate into concrete action, ensuring that inclusion
moves beyond words to lived reality.

Over the years, the Purple Fest has grown into a
landmark initiative, bringing together government,
civil society, corporates, experts, and persons with
disabilities themselves. The insights, ideas, and
partnerships generated through the Fest have guided
policy, strengthened programmes, and inspired
innovative solutions across the State. Purple Fest 2025
continues this journey, reinforcing Goa’s commitment
to accessibility, equality, and inclusive development.

As the State Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities, | am proud to see the Purple Fest evolving
into a national and international platform that not
only showcases achievements but also accelerates
the collective mission of building an Inclusive
Goa—where every citizen, regardless of ability, can
participate fully and equally in society.
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MESSAGE

Shri. Prasanna Acharya IAS

Secretary, Empowerment for Persons
with Disabilities, Government of Goa

he Purple Fest has emerged as a

transformative platform in Goa’s journey
towards inclusion, shaping conversations,
strengthening partnerships, and reinforcing the
importance of arights-based approach to disability
empowerment. Through Purple Fest 2023 and
2024, the focus on accessibility, participation,
and systemic change gained renewed momentum
across government and society.

One of the most significant outcomes of this
collective vision was the establishment of the
Department for Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities in 2024. The creation of this dedicated
department marks a major institutional milestone,
enabling focused policy formulation, coordinated
implementation, and sustained monitoring of
disability-inclusive initiatives across the State.

The Department is committed to advancing
accessibility, inclusive education, employment,
assistive technologies, and inter-departmental
convergence. This step represents Goa’s long-
term commitment to embedding inclusion into
governance and ensuring that empowerment of
persons with disabilities remains central to the
State’s development agenda.

Dr. S. Govindraj

Commissioner Persons with Disabilities,
Government of India

t gives me immense pleasure to extend my warm greetings
on the publication of the Coffee Table Book commemorating
International Purple Fest Goa 2025.

International Purple Fest has emerged as a powerful global
platform celebrating diversity, resilience, talent, and the
limitless potential of persons with disabilities. The Festival
not only showcases achievements across art, culture, sports,
entrepreneurship, and leadership, but also reinforces a strong
message — that inclusion is a collective responsibility and a
fundamental human right.

This Coffee Table Book beautifully captures the vibrancy, spirit,
and transformative impact of Purple Fest. Each page reflects
stories of courage, innovation, and collaboration that are shaping
a more accessible and equitable society. It stands as a reminder
that accessibility is not an act of charity, but a matter of justice,
dignity, and equal opportunity.

Initiatives such as Purple Fest strengthen inter-state and national
partnerships, encouraginginstitutions and governments to adopt
inclusive policies and accessible infrastructure. The commitment
demonstrated through this Festival sets an inspiring benchmark
for inclusive governance and community participation.

| congratulate the Government of Goa, the Office of the State
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, and all stakeholders
for conceptualising and successfully organising this remarkable
international event. May the spirit of Purple Fest continue to
inspire us to build a society where no one is left behind.

With best wishes for continued success.



Mrs. Uarsha Naik

Director, Department for Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities, Government of Goa

he International Purple Fest has become a

catalyst for meaningful change by transforming
conversations on inclusion into actionable outcomes.
It has helped, identify priorities, strengthen
partnerships and reinforce the importance of
accessibility as a core element of development and
governance.

The momentum generated through successive
editions of the Purple Fest directly contributed to the
establishment of the Department for Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities in 2024, providing a
dedicated institutional framework to advance
this vision. Since then, focused efforts have been
undertaken to improve accessibility of government
infrastructure and services, enhance access to
assistive devices, promote inclusive education and
employment through coordinated implementation.

As the implementing arm of the State’s inclusion
agenda, the Department remains committed to
building a barrier-free, responsive, and empowering
ecosystem for persons with disabilities. The Purple
Fest continues to guide this journey by inspiring
innovation, collaboration, and sustained action
towards an inclusive Goa.

MESSAGE

Shri. Taha Haaziq

Secretary, Office of the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities Goa.

he International Purple Fest Goa 2025 has

once again demonstrated its role as a dynamic
platform for advancing inclusion and accessibility.
This year’s Fest brought together a diverse range of
stakeholders through multiple tracks, activities, and
conferences Each designed to highlight different
facets of empowermentfor persons with disabilities—
from education and employment to health, sports,
arts, and assistive technologies.

The carefully curated sessions, interactive workshops,
and panel discussions provided opportunities
for knowledge sharing, policy dialogue, and
showecasing best practices. The Fest has strengthened
collaboration among government departments, civil
society, corporates, and persons with disabilities
themselves, driving innovative solutions and
actionable outcomes.

AstheSecretaryofthe Officeofthe State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities, | am proud to see the
Purple Fest not only celebrating abilities but also
shaping policies, inspiring initiatives, and building a
stronger ecosystem for an Inclusive Goa.
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he International Purple Fest Goa 2025, held from

9th to 12th October 2025, was a grand celebration
of inclusion, accessibility, and diversity. Organized by
the Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities Goa and the Office of the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities, Government of Goa, in
collaboration with the Department for Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, Government of India, and United
Nations India, this edition marked a significant milestone
in the journey of the Purple Movement.

With the theme “Inclusive Thinking and Universal
Design,” the fest brought together minds and hearts from
across the world to celebrate the spirit of inclusion. This
year, International Purple Fest Goa 2025 witnessed an
overwhelming participation of over 15,000 registrations
from across the globe and attracted more than one lakh
visitors to the venue. Representatives from over 15
countries joined hands to advance the vision of a more
inclusive and accessible world.

The fest was not just an event it was a movement.
Across its eight major tracks the Purple Conference,
Purple Experience Zone, Purple Exhibition Zone, Purple
Kaliedoscope, Purple Rain, Purple Sports, Purple Fun,
and Purple Street participants explored, engaged, and
experienced inclusion in innovative ways. Each segment
offered unique insights, creativity, and opportunities for
dialogue, collaboration, and joy.

The pages that follow capture the essence of this
extraordinary celebration, its people, performances,
partnerships, and passion that together made the
International Purple Fest Goa 2025 a global benchmark
for inclusion.
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Rabb Di Awaaz

Pre-Event Film Screening at the
International Purple Fest

s part of the International Purple

Fest, a special pre-event screening
of “Rabb Di Awaaz” marked a significant
moment in India’s journey toward inclusive
cinema. Directed by National Award-
winning filmmaker Ojaswwee Sharma, the
film stands as India’s first multi-inclusive
and multi-accessible Hindi feature film,
redefining how stories can be told and
experienced by everyone.

The screening celebrated the film’s
powerful message of empathy, mental well-
being and inclusion while showcasing its
pioneering accessibility features including
audio descriptions, Indian Sign Language
interpretation and closed captions. More
than a cinematic experience, Rabb Di Awaaz
amplifies unheard voices and challenges
conventional narratives by authentically
representing persons with disabilities both
on screen and behind the scenes.

This pre-event screening at the International
Purple Fest reaffirmed a collective
commitment to accessibility, dignity, and
equal participation, setting the tone for a
festival that celebrates diversity, talent, and
the power of inclusive storytelling.
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PRE EVENT

Wheelchair Cricket

heelchair Cricket at the International Purple Fest 2025,

held in Ponda, Goa, as part of the Purple Sports segment,
emerged as one of the most inspiring highlights of the festival.
Featuring participation from various state blind cricket teams along
with enthusiastic women’s blind cricket teams, the event went far
beyond competition—it became a living expression of courage,
equality, and sporting excellence. Against the empowering
backdrop of Goa, players from across regions displayed exceptional
skill, coordination, and determination, captivating audiences and
breaking stereotypes. Their spirited performance powerfully
conveyed that when platforms are inclusive, talent flourishes
without limits. This memorable blind cricket event at Purple
Fest 2025 reaffirmed the role of sport in uniting communities,
promoting accessibility, and inspiring society to truly recognize
ability beyond disability.
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PRE EVENT

APNA ARCAUSE
Purple Walk Goa 100

he APNA ARCAUSE Purple Walk Goa 100 was a landmark

initiative aligned with the International Purple Fest 2025,
transforming a 100-kilometre walk from Karwar to Panjim (4-8
October 2025) into a powerful advocacy journey for Universal
Design and accessibility. Led by Architect Gita Balakrishnan,
Founder of Ethos Foundation and the Asia-Pacific Network for
Accessibility (APNA), the walk underscored accessibility as a
collective responsibility rather than an afterthought.

Spanning diverse landscapes and public spaces, the walk became
a moving forum for dialogue, engaging communities, students,
professionals, and festival participants in conversations on
inclusive environments. Supported by a wide network of national
and international partners, the initiative culminated at the
Entertainment Society of Goa with the presentation of the Purple
Walk Manifesto, reinforcing the call to embed accessibility and
dignity into India’s built environment. The Purple Walk Goa 100
stood as a catalyst for systemic change—taking the spirit of Purple
Fest beyond venues and into everyday public life.
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PURPLE HIGHLIGHTS

Inclusive Water
Sports Experience

ne of the most inspiring highlights of

Purple Fest 2025 was the inclusion
of water sports for persons with disabilities
under the Purple Fun Track. For the first
time, participants got to experience the thrill
of scuba diving, jet skiing, and parasailing,
supported by trained professionals
and adaptive equipment. This initiative
embodied the spirit of inclusion proving
that adventure has no boundaries when
accessibility is prioritized.

Accessibility Milestones

urple Fest 2025 set a national benchmark in accessible event

design, integrating Universal Design across physical and
digital spaces. Inclusive wayfinding through tactile maps, high-
contrast pathways, beacon-based navigation, and QR-enabled
audio, ISL, and text resources ensured independent mobility. A
first-of-its-kind multi-sensory communication system featuring
AAC panels, Braille, pictograms, Al captioning, and sign language
interpretation enabled true multi-modal access.

Despite heritage restrictions at ESG premises, including Maquinez
Palace and Old GMC, complete accessibility was achieved through
sensitive interventions such as ramps, lifts, and tactile tiles
preserving heritage while enabling barrier-free movement. Across
Panjim, 90 ramps at 65 locations, over 400 tactile and AAC panels,
100+ QR signages, and 30 accessible zones were created. Trained
volunteersand hospitality partners fostered inclusive engagement,
resulting in 1,000+ inclusive interactions daily, making Purple Fest
2025 India’s most comprehensive inclusive festival to date.

Volunteer Engagement

V olunteer Management at Purple Fest 2025 was executed
through a structured, inclusive, and people-centric
framework that ensured seamless on-ground operations across
all venues. From screening and training to deployment and daily
coordination, volunteers were carefully selected, sensitised
through induction, POSH, and disability awareness programmes,
and placed based on skill and venue requirements.

Dedicated systems were established for grievance redressal,
medical emergencies, meal distribution, and daily reporting,
ensuring discipline, punctuality, and smooth inter-venue
coordination. Heritage and city-wide locations were efficiently
managedthroughmeticulous planning, continuous motivation,and
real-time supervision, while detailed post-event documentation
captured learnings and best practices. This robust volunteer
management model played a vital role in upholding the values
of dignity, accessibility, and inclusivity that defined Purple Fest
2025.



PURPLE HIGHLIGHTS

Inclusive Podcast Series

A unique engagement and knowledge-sharing highlight of the International Purple Fest 2025 was a four-day

podcast series hosted by Mr. Nipun Malhotra of the India Autism Center. The series featured conversations
with 38 individuals, including persons with and without disabilities, creating an inclusive platform that amplified
diverse voices and lived experiences.

The podcast provided an open and reflective space for discussions on disability inclusion, assistive technologies,
lived realities, rights-based approaches, and the future of neurodiversity in India. Through meaningful dialogue
among experts, advocates, caregivers, professionals, and neurodivergent individuals, the series fostered awareness,
understanding, and collective reflection, reinforcing the Fest’s commitment to inclusive storytelling and dialogue.
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PURPLE HIGHLIGHTS

Accessible Media Partnership — ISH News

SH News served as a media partner for Purple Fest, providing comprehensive and inclusive media coverage to ensure
the festival reached persons with disabilities across the country. Through pre-event outreach, on-ground reporting, and
post-event highlights, ISH News amplified the vision and impact of Purple Fest using accessible formats including Indian Sign

Language, captions, voice-overs, and visual storytelling.

A dedicated on-ground media team, comprising Deaf professionals and ISL interpreters, documented festival activities,
participant experiences, and inclusive innovations, while post-event videos and digital content extended the festival’s reach
beyond physical venues. This partnership played a crucial role in ensuring timely information dissemination, visibility, and
meaningful engagement for the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing community, reinforcing Purple Fest’s commitment to accessibility,

representation, and inclusive communication.

Comprehensive Digital
Registration through
the Purple Fest App

his year, registration for all events and activities

was made fully digital through the International
Purple Fest Goa mobile application, developed and
managed by Iway Plus. Participants could conveniently
register for individual tracks and sessions, access
schedules, and stay updated throughout the fest. This
tech-driven approach ensured efficiency, transparency,
and ease of access, reinforcing the fest’s commitment
to universal design and digital inclusion.

24x7 Independent Helpline
by Aastha Team

n exclusive 24x7 Helpline was set up and

managed by the Aastha Team to ensure seamless
communication and assistance before and during the
International Purple Fest Goa 2025. The dedicated
helpline provided real-time support, addressed
participant queries, and guided visitors on various
aspects of the fest. The round-the-clock commitment
of the Aastha Team played a crucial role in enhancing
accessibility and ensuring a smooth experience for
all.



PURPLE HIGHLIGHTS

Sign Language and Tactile Interpretation Support

SLIA and ISLIA played a critical role in ensuring communication accessibility at Purple Fest by providing

40 sign language interpreters and 4 tactile interpreters across festival venues. The interpreters enabled
seamless access to sessions, performances, and public engagements for Deaf, Hard-of-Hearing, and Deafblind
participants. A notable highlight was their interpretation of Purple Rain, where live musical performances and
songs were interpreted through expressive sign language and dance-based interpretation, transforming music into
a visually immersive and inclusive experience. This comprehensive interpretation support significantly enhanced
participation, cultural engagement, and accessibility, reinforcing Purple Fest’s commitment to inclusive and barrier-
free communication.

)
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PURPLE HIGHLIGHTS

Kaiteki Innovations — GUKO
Bidet Distribution Drive

K aiteki Innovations advanced its mission of dignity and

independence through the distribution of 100 GUKO Bidet
units to beneficiaries during the International Purple Fest Goa
2025. Supported by Enable India, the initiative empowered
persons with disabilities with comfort, hygiene, and self-reliance.
Each distribution marked inclusion in action — innovation rooted
in empathy and respect. This effort also reflected the spirit of the
Purple Economy, where accessibility, innovation, and equality
drive sustainable change. Kaiteki continues to shape a world
where inclusion becomes everyday practice, not exception.
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PURPLE HIGHLIGHTS

A Journey of
Determination : Driving
nclusion Across India

n a remarkable display of resilience and advocacy,
Sunil Mangal from Kanpur undertook an inspiring
road journey to be part of the International Purple
Fest Goa 2025. A polio survivor who navigates life
using calipers and crutches, Sunil drove his adapted
car nearly 1,900 kilometers from Kanpur to Goa,
spreading awareness about disability inclusion along
the way.

With his vehicle painted in Purple Fest messages and
slogans, the journey became a moving campaign for
accessibility and empowerment. Travelling across
cities and states, he carried forward a powerful
message — that determination knows no barriers.
Sunil reached Goa on 9 October, marking the
culmination of an extraordinary journey that
symbolized courage, advocacy, and the spirit of
inclusion that defines the Purple Fest movement.

The Godhadi Project : A Collective Imagination of Inclusion

he Godhadi Project emerged as a powerful symbol of collective creativity and inclusion during the International Purple

Fest Goa 2025. This unique collaborative art installation brought together 2,000 textile artworks created by students
from 30 schools, each piece thoughtfully designed to reflect empathy and engagement with the experiences of persons with
disabilities.
Conceptualised and implemented by the Museum of Goa Foundation with the support of the Office of the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities, Goa and the Goa Industrial Development Corporation, the installation presented countless individual
expressions stitched together into one vibrant tapestry. Much like a traditional godhadi, the artwork symbolized diverse voices
coming together to create a unified vision of inclusion, inspiring reflection on how society sees, understands, and supports
persons with disabilities.
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PURPLE HIGHLIGHTS

Tandem Cycling : Riding
Together Towards Inclusion

T andem Cycling at the International Purple Fest Goa 2025
emerged as a powerful symbol of partnership, trust, and
shared determination. Organised with the support of the Happy
Humans Foundation, the activity enabled persons with visual
impairments to experience the thrill of cycling alongside trained
sighted pilots.

Participants rode together in perfect coordination, demonstrating
how collaboration can break barriersand create new experiencesin
sports and recreation. More than just a cycling activity, it reflected
the spirit of inclusion, confidence, and freedom, allowing riders to
explore mobility and adventure in an empowering environment.
The initiative highlighted how adaptive sports and thoughtful
collaboration can open doors to new possibilities, reinforcing the
vision of the Purple Fest—a world where everyone can participate,
experience, and celebrate without barriers.
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PURPLE AMBASSADORS

22 VOICES...
22 lived experiences...
One shared vision...

Born at Purple Fest 2023-24, Purple Ambassadors represent the 21 disability types under the RPwD Act, 2016.
Chosen from across India, they stand for visibility, dignity, and inclusion ensuring that lived experiences lead
every conversation.

Purple is not a colour...
It is representation !!!



Danish Mahajan

Person with Blindness

F rom Pathankot, Punjab, Danish Mahajan is a

nationally recognised advocate whose work bridges
disability rights, storytelling, and social change. A National
Awardee (2024), he is the founder of Radio Udaan, India’s
first community radio operated entirely by persons with
disabilities—an idea born from the belief that voices,
when given space, can reshape society.

Through more than 1,500 episodes of Badalta Daur,
Danish has amplified conversations on accessibility, legal
awareness, and lived experiences, reaching communities
far beyond traditional platforms. His voice has carried
stories of resilience, challenged stereotypes, and opened
pathways for dialogue and understanding.

Honoured by the President of India, Danish’s journey
spans media, theatre, public speaking, and legal advocacy,
allowing him to engage hearts as well as institutions. As
a Purple Ambassador representing the Visually Impaired
community, he brings lived experience to the forefront—
standing for dignity, equal access, and the conviction that
inclusion is strongest when people are heard, seen, and
valued for who they are.

PURPLE AMBASSADORS

Sakshi Kale

Person with Low Vision

F rom Ponda, Goa, Sakshi Kale strides forward as a
symbol of focus, strength, and quiet determination.
A committed para-athlete in the Low Vision (T2) category,
she has spent the last three years carving her space in
Indian para athletics across track and field with discipline
and resilience.

Sakshi’s journey is marked by consistent excellence on
national and international stages. Her achievements
include multiple podium finishes at the Senior and
Junior National Para Championships, medals at the
Open India Para International Championship, and strong
performances at landmark events such as the Khelo India
Para Games and the Indian National Para Games. In 2025,
she added a global milestone to her journey by winning
Gold in the 400 metres at the World International Para
Athletics event in Paris.

Beyond championships, Sakshi continues to challenge
limits winning long-distance road races in Goa, competing
at inter-university cross-country events, and representing
the spirit of perseverance in every stride. A graduate in
Vocational Computer Science, she balances sport with
learning, embodying discipline both on and off the field.

As a Purple Ambassador representing the Low Vision
community, Sakshi Kale inspires through action. Her
journey speaks of dedication, mental resilience, and
the belief that sport is not just about medals but about
visibility, inclusion, and the courage to keep moving
forward.
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PURPLE AMBASSADORS

Suvarna Raj

Person with Locomotor Disability

S uvarna Raj is a force of movement across tracks,
institutions, and mindsets. A multi-award-winning
international para-athlete, disability rights activist, and
National Awardee for Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities, she has been honoured by the President of
India for her unwavering commitment to inclusion and
accessibility.

Globally recognised for her impact, Suvarna is the first
woman with disability in the world to receive the United
Nations SDG Action Award, acknowledging her pioneering
workinadvancing accessibility and inclusive development.
As an Accessibility Auditor, she has conducted over 1,100
access audits across India transforming government
buildings, courts, hospitals, railway stations, schools, and
public spaces into environments that recognise dignity
and access as fundamental rights.

A long-standing advocate for democratic participation,
Suvarna has championed Accessible Elections since 2014
as a Civil Society Organisation (CSO) Member of the
Election Commission of India, and since 2024, serves as a
Brand Ambassador for Accessible Elections ensuring that
the right to vote is accessible to all.

Alongside advocacy, Suvarna continues to excel as a para-
athlete, representing India on international platforms
and earning numerous medals at national and global
competitions. Her journey, marked by honours such as
the National Youth Award, NCPEDP—Mphasis Universal
Design Award, and multiple gold medals, reflects a life
dedicated to excellence with purpose.

Pramodini Roul

Acid Attack Survivor

ramodhini Raul, an acid attack survivor from

Odisha, is a powerful symbol of courage, resilience,
and transformation. As Purple Ambassador 2025, she
represents the strength of lived experience turned into
purposeful advocacy. Rising above personal adversity, she
has dedicated her life to social change as a motivational
speaker, campaigner, and acid attack survivor-advocate.
With an educational background in Intermediate (+2
Arts), PGDCA, counselling, and classical dance, she is also
a writer who believes deeply in the power of expression
as a pathway to healing and empowerment. She actively
leads campaigns advocating for a ban on acid sales and
works tirelessly towards preventing child sexual abuse.

Currently associated with the Sheroes Hangout Café,
she continues to inspire individuals and communities
across Odisha and beyond, championing women'’s safety,
inclusion, and self-reliance. Her extraordinary journey and
unwavering commitment have been recognised through
several prestigious honours, including the Odisha Mirror
Award (2019), the State Award on the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities (2018), the Women Safety Award
conferred by the Biju Patnaik State Police Academy, the
OTV Prerana Award, and the Zee Sarthak Award.



Xerif Shaikh

Person with Hemophilia

F rom Vasco da Gama, Goa, Xerif Shaikh brings lived
experience, quiet leadership, and unwavering
commitment to the disability movement. Living with
Severe Hemophilia A and hemophilic arthritis, his journey
is one shaped by resilience, responsibility, and a deep
belief in the power of awareness and timely care.

With over 25 years of professional experience spanning
electronics, information technology, and public
administration, Xerif currently serves at Goa University,
where he plays a key role in managing postgraduate results
and academic records. Alongside his professional life, he
has dedicated decades to advocacy as Joint Treasurer of
the Hemophilia Society Panaji Chapter, affiliated with the
Hemophilia Federation of India.

Xerif is a committed voice for early diagnosis, access to
prophylactic treatment, and standard care for persons
with hemophilia. Through public forums, medical camps,
awareness drives, and community outreach often in
collaboration with Goa Medical College and NGOs he
shares his personal story to inspire caregivers, medical
professionals, and families navigating similar paths.

As a Purple Ambassador, Xerif Shaikh stands for informed
care, mobility with dignity, and the vision of a future
where “zero bleeds” is not an aspiration but a reality.
His presence reflects the strength of advocacy rooted in
experience, and the power of turning personal challenges
into collective progress.

PURPLE AMBASSADORS

Mark Dharmai

Person with Dwarfism

F rom Bandra, Mumbai, Mark Dharmai embodies
resilience, excellence, and advocacy. A proud person
with dwarfism, he has brought international recognition
to India through his achievements in para sports,
while tirelessly championing inclusion, awareness, and
empowerment for the disability community.

Mark’s sporting journey is extraordinary. A Gold Medalist
at the World Dwarf Games 2023 in Boccia, he has also
represented India in Para Badminton, Shot Put, and
Javelin Throw, earning accolades at both national and
international levels. His dedication has been recognized
with the Eklavya State Award (2018—-2019) and the District
Award, Mumbai Suburban (2021).

Beyond the field, Mark is a compelling advocate and
public speaker, sharing his story on platforms like TEDx,
Josh Talks, National TV, and All India Radio, challenging
stereotypes and inspiring communities. As a founding
member of the Little People India Foundation, he
mentors and empowers persons with dwarfism, building
a connected and supportive community across India.

As a Purple Ambassador representing the Dwarfism
community, Mark Dharmai stands for courage, visibility,
and inclusion—showing that barriers exist only to be
overcome, and that leadership rooted in empathy can
create lasting change.
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Jyoti Sinha

Person with Muscular Dystrophy

F rom Changel village, Muzaffarpur, Bihar, Jyoti Sinha
embodies resilience, creativity, and the triumph of
spirit over circumstance. Living with Muscular Dystrophy,
a rare genetic disease, Jyoti faced immense challenges
from an early age, along with her twin brothers.

Jyoti is an accomplished artist and educator, teaching
Madhubani painting to women and girls from marginalized
communities, creating opportunities and empowering
lives. Guided by mentors like Dr. Prof. Umesh Kumar Utpal
Guru, she pursued higher education, completing her M.A.
in Hindi, clearing UGC NET, and is currently pursuing a PhD
at Lalit Narayan Mithila University.

Her extraordinary contributions have earned her
numerous honours, including the Rajya Puraskar (2015—-
16), Sita Devi Puraskar (2016—17), and the Best Disabled
Person Award 2023 presented by Her Excellency President
of India, Smt. Draupadi Murmu. Her inspiring journey
was immortalized in the story ‘Punarjanma’, performed
theatrically at Premchand Rangshala and Bihar Museum.

As a Purple Ambassador representing persons with
Muscular Dystrophy, Jyoti Sinha shines as a symbol
of courage, creativity, and unwavering determination
proving that passion, perseverance, and belief can turn
life’s challenges into a canvas of achievement, inspiration,
and hope.

Dr. Aditya Lohia

Person with Cerebral Palsy

D r. Aditya Lohiya, a young medical professional with

cerebral palsy from Akola, Maharashtra, exemplifies
determination, excellence, and service. An MBBS graduate
from Government Medical College, Akola, he is currently
pursuing post-graduation in MD Respiratory Medicine,
driven by a deep commitment to clinical care and inclusive
healthcare.

Beyond academics and medical practice, Dr. Lohiya has
emerged as a strong advocate for persons with disabilities,
contributing actively to initiatives that promote dignity,
accessibility, and equal opportunity. His efforts in the field
of disability rights and inclusion have earned him wide
recognition, including the Unsung Hero Award by the
Rotary Club of Bangalore for his contributions towards
empowering persons with disabilities, the Achiever with
Cerebral Palsy Award conferred by ADAPT Mumbai in
2022, and the Empower Ability Excellence Award in March
2024. Through his journey, Dr. Aditya Lohiya continues to
challenge stereotypes, inspire young professionals, and
redefine what inclusive excellence truly means.



Sadiya Bandodkar

Person with Hearing Impairment

S adiyaBandodkar, adeafentrepreneurand community
leader from Pilerne, Bardez, Goa, is a strong voice
for creativity, inclusion, and women’s empowerment.
Educated up to HSSC, with a Diploma in Fashion Designing
and training in Computer Graphics, she is the founder
of Sadiya’s Fashion & Earrings, Goa’s first deaf-woman-
led fashion stall created to serve and celebrate the Deaf
community. A Mandala artist, she has showcased her
work at various exhibitions and public platforms.

With over five years of service to the Deaf community,
Sadiya is an active member of the Goa Association of the
Deaf and an Executive Committee Member of the Goa
Sports Council of the Deaf.

Her leadership has been recognised through honours
such as Second Runner-Up at Mrs. India Fashion of the
Deaf during Purple Fest 2023, the Artist Award at the 15th
Anniversary of GAD, and the Women’s Day Award by Tarang
JCl, Bardez. As Purple Ambassador for the International
Purple Fest Goa 2025, she continues to champion Deaf
women’s empowerment, visibility, and inclusion.

PURPLE AMBASSADORS

Jharna Mallick

Person with Thalassemia Major

harna Mallick, living with thalassemia major, currently

resides in Delhi and hails from Jajpur district, Odisha.
A graduate in Economics, she has transformed her
lived experience into impactful leadership in the field
of thalassemia advocacy and patient rights. She is the
Founder of the Institution of Thalassemia Disabled and
Warriors, a formal trust working across states to improve
access to safe blood transfusions, promote quality
treatment practices, and provide sustained support to
patients and their families.

She also serves as Director of the Sarvesham Mangalam
Foundation (Delhi NCR), where she leads initiatives such
as blood donation camps, treatment awareness, and
advocacy for persons living with thalassemia. Her work has
received national and international recognition, including
representing Odisha at the International Thalassemia
Federation Conference in 2023.

Through herjourney, Jharna Mallick continuesto champion
awareness, dignity, and equitable healthcare.
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Khushi Ganatra

Person with Multiple Disabilities

hushi Ganatra, from Mumbai, Maharashtra, is a

dynamic changemaker who has turned resilience
into impact across sports, social inclusion, and youth
leadership. She is the Founder of the Walk N Wheels
Foundation, through which she has organised inclusive
events and delivered vocational training programmes for
persons with disabilities, fostering empowerment and
equal opportunity.

A distinguished sportsperson, Khushi has won over 35
national medals across powerlifting, wheelchair lawn
tennis, and wheelchair basketball, and has represented
India at the 30th World Spina Bifida & Hydrocephalus
Conference in Malaysia. Her influence extends beyond
sport and advocacy—she has served as Brand Ambassador
for Force IX, a fashion initiative by Akshay Kumar, and
was featured on Sony TV’s Superstar Singer—2: Bharat Ki
Betiyaan.

Notably, she became the first wheelchair user and
the youngest woman from Mumbai’s Kutchi Lohana
community to be elected to the Youth Forum, securing
the highest number of votes. Through her journey,
Khushi Ganatra continues to inspire inclusive leadership,
confidence, and social change.

Dr. Meenakshi
Venkataraman

Persons with Parkinsons Diseases

r. Meenakshi Venkataraman, from PO Balacola,

The Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu, is an ecologist, climate
adaptation specialist, and advocate for persons living
with chronic neurological conditions. With nearly three
decades of lived experience with Complex Regional
Pain Syndrome (CRPS), Parkinson’s disease, and early
dementia, she exemplifies resilience while driving impact
in environmental and disability causes.

Her professional work includes developing climate
adaptation models in the Sundarbans and Chidambaram
and leading community-based ecological restoration
initiatives. She has represented Rotary International as a
delegate at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP28),
contributing to global discussions on land use and
biodiversity conservation.

Recognised for her remarkable achievements, Dr.
Venkataraman was also invited to the Home Reception at
Rashtrapati Bhawan on Republic Day 2025. Through her
journey, she continues to inspire a unique intersection of
environmental stewardship, disability advocacy, and lived
experience leadership.



Rusha Chowdhury

Person with Speech Disability

R usha Chowdhury, from Kolkata, West Bengal, is a
scholar, researcher, and creative professional who
exemplifies the intersection of academic excellence and
advocacy. A PhD aspirant in English Literature with a focus
on stammering research and Critical Disability Studies,
she has presented papers at multiple national and
international conferences and published extensively on
disability, gender, and literary studies. She has qualified
NET for Assistant Professor and GATE, reflecting her
scholarly rigor.

Beyond academia, Rusha is deeply committed to teaching
and community engagement. She has worked as a
Teaching Fellow with Teach For India, designed curriculum
for girls’ schools in Assam in collaboration with UNICEF,
and currently serves as Editorial Assistant for Creativitas
Journal, contributing to literary scholarship through
proofreading, content curation, and mentoring.

A talented creative, she also produces comic strips and
short animated clips, using art to amplify voices and
experiences of persons with disabilities. Through her
research, teaching, and creative work, Rusha Chowdhury
continues to inspire inclusive education, representation,
and empowerment.

PURPLE AMBASSADORS

N. Sai Balaji

Person with Specific Learning Disability

Sai Balaji, based in Delhi, is an accomplished
e scholar and independent researcher living with a
specific learning disability. Trained in journalism during
his undergraduate studies, he went on to complete his
Master’s, MPhil, and PhD in International Relations from
the Diplomacy and Disarmament Division of the Centre
for International Politics, Organisation and Disarmament,
School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU).

He briefly served as an Assistant Professor, teaching
Political Science and International Relations, and is
presently an independent consultant and researcher
engaged in projects related to diplomacy, international
politics, and disarmament. Through his academic and
professional journey, Sai Balaji continues to inspire
inclusive excellence, demonstrating how determination
and scholarship can transcend challenges.
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Girish Dongre

Person with Sickle Cell

G irish Dongre, 21, from Mumbai, is a gifted artist and
a passionate advocate for individuals living with
Sickle Cell Disease (SCD). Currently pursuing a Bachelor of
Fine Arts (3rd Year) at Sir J. J. School of Arts, he seamlessly
combines his artistic talents with social commitment to
create meaningful impact in the Sickle Cell community.

Girish has been actively involved with the National
Alliance of Sickle Cell Organisations (NASCO), contributing
to advocacy and awareness initiatives. He uses his skills to
create and present portraits of renowned politicians, which
are gifted on behalf of the Indian Sickle Cell community,
helping to highlight the challenges and aspirations of
those living with SCD. His work not only raises awareness
but also promotes the welfare, inclusion, and dignity of
persons affected by the condition.

Through his journey, Girish exemplifies how creativity,
passion, and advocacy can intersect to drive social change.
As a young Sickle Cell warrior, he continues to inspire the
community, demonstrating resilience, leadership, and the
power of using one’s talents for a larger cause.

Srinidhi Raghavan

Person with Psychosacial Disability

rinidhi (she/her) is a disabled feminist, educator,

writer, and researcher, working at the intersections
of sexuality, gender, disability, and technology. As
Programmes Lead at Rising Flame, she has spent the past
14 years advancing conversations around sexuality, mental
health, chronic illness, and disability. Her work focuses on
how technology intersects with disability, building social,
emotional, and disability support systems, advocating
for the rights of persons with disabilities, and imagining
inclusive, feminist spaces both online and offline.

In addition, Srinidhi engages with adolescents, facilitators,
and parents at The Learning Centre, Moira, helping build
more resilient and nurturing relationships. She provides
holistic social, emotional, and disability support for
learners, fostering environments where disabled people
can thrive. Through her leadership and advocacy, Srinidhi
exemplifies empowerment, inclusion, and transformative
change in the disability and feminist spaces.



Gauri Gadgil

Person with Intellectual Disability

G auri Gadgil is an accomplished athlete, artist,
and performer who exemplifies determination,
talent, and resilience. With an MA in Sociology, MS-CIT
certification, and Level 1 coaching in swimming, she
has developed her strengths in swimming and dance,
representing excellence both in sports and the arts.

Gauri has achieved national and international recognition,
including the National Special Mention Award by the
Government of India and a Role Model Award for her
achievements as an international sports champion. She
has participated in four international competitions and
numerous state and national-level events. Beyond sports,
Gauri has made her mark in cinema, playing the main role
in the Marathi movie YELLOW, which went on to receive a
National Award. Through her multifaceted achievements,
GauriGadgil continues toinspireinclusion,empowerment,
and excellence across sports, arts, and media.

PURPLE AMBASSADORS

Pranav Bakhshi

Person with Autism

ranav Bakshi, from Anandlok, Sadig Nagar, New

Delhi, is India’s first model with autism and a
multifaceted professional who combines creativity,
advocacy, and visibility for persons with disabilities. He
works with Thomson Reuters and has established himself
as an award-winning photographer and a budding writer
with published articles.

PranavhasdeliveredfourTEDxtalks,sharinghisexperiences
and insights to inspire and educate diverse audiences.
Actively engaged in disability rights, he has served as
a committee member in meetings led by government
ministries and has been invited to the Home Ceremony
at Rashtrapati Bhavan in recognition of his contributions.
Through his work in modelling, photography, writing,
and advocacy, Pranav Bakshi continues to challenge
stereotypes, foster inclusion, and amplify the voices of
persons with autism.
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Jayshree P K.

Leprosy Cured Person

J ayshree P K, based in Bangalore, is
a pioneering advocate, leader, and
storyteller who has transformed her lived
experience as a leprosy cured person into
impactful action. She currently serves as
CEO of iBAS Global, Vice Chair of IDEA
International, Trustee of the Global
Leprosy Alliance for Zero Stigma, and
General Body Member of LEPRA Society
India.

Jayshree is recognised for her advocacy
and storytelling, becoming the first Indian
woman to publicly share her leprosy
journey through social media, films, and
radio. She has contributed to research and
policy by co-authoring guides on stigma
and mental health in neglected tropical
diseases and acting as co-applicant on a
five-year UK-funded global health project
with the University of Birmingham. In
addition, she actively promotes ethical
storytelling, provides financial consulting,
and supports fundraising for health and
disability-focused NGOs. Through her
work, Jayshree P K continues to inspire
inclusion, dignity, and systemic change
for persons affected by leprosy and other
marginalised communities.

Swarnalata J

Person with Multiple Sclerosis

warnalata J is a dynamic achiever

and advocate living with Multiple
Sclerosis, whose journey embodies
resilience, creativity, and leadership. She
has been honoured with the Sarvashresht
Divyangjan Award by the Governor of
Tamil Nadu and is a motivational speaker
at TEDx events, inspiring audiences
with her story of determination and
empowerment.

Beyond advocacy, Swarnalata is a
multifaceted artist—an accomplished
singer, photographer, and the 218th Mrs.
India Beauty Pageant (South) winner. She
is also the founder of Swarga Foundation,
an NGO dedicated to promoting inclusion
and supporting persons with disabilities.
Through her work in arts, advocacy, and
social initiatives, Swarnalata continues to
champion visibility, representation, and
opportunity for the disabled community.

Dr. Preethi Srinivasan

Person with Spinal Cord Injury

r. Preethi Shrinivasan, from Tamil

Nadu, is a trailblazing scholar,
advocate, and social entrepreneur living
with a spinal cord injury. She made history
as the first woman with quadriplegia to
successfully complete her PhD in the
history of India from IIT Madras.

Dr. Shrinivasan is the founder of Soulfree,
a public charitable trust, and the architect
of a unique framework for individualised,
holistic rehabilitation programs at the
Soulfree INSPIRE Centre, India’s first
integrated spinal rehabilitation centre in
Tamil Nadu. A TEDx speaker and recipient
of the prestigious Kalpana Chawla Award,
she continues to inspire through her
leadership, advocacy, and commitment
to creating inclusive, empowering
rehabilitation solutions for persons with
spinal cord injuries.
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PURPLE INAUGURATION

he Inauguration of the

International Purple Fest Goa
2025 was held on 9th October 2025
and marked a momentous beginning
tolIndia’slargestinclusive festival. The
ceremonywasgracedbythe presence
of Dr Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Chief
Minister of Goa; Dr Virendra Kumar,
Hon’ble Union Minister for Ministry
of Social Justice and Empowerment
Govt of India; Shri Ramdas Athawale,
Hon’ble Minister of State for Ministry
of Social Justice and Empowerment,
Govt of India; and Shri Subhash Phal
Dessai, Hon’ble Minister for the
Department for Empowerment of
Personswith Disabilities, Govt of Goa.
Distinguished dignitaries including
Shri Sadanand Tanawade, Member
of Rajya Sabha; Shri Shripad Naik,
Hon’ble Minister of State for New
and Renewable Energy; Shri Shombi
Sharp, UN Resident Coordinator,
United Nations India; Shri Rajesh
Agarwal, Secretary, Department
for Empowerment of Persons
with Disbailities, Govt of India ;
Shri Prasanna Acharya, Secretary,
Department for Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities, Govt of
Goa; Smt Varsha Naik, Director,
DEPwD; Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar,
State Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities; and Shri Taha Haaziq,
Secretary, SCPwD, were also present.
The inaugural programme featured
captivating cultural performances
and the launch of key initiatives,
setting the tone for a festival
dedicated to inclusion, accessibility,
and empowerment.
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Session 1

Addressing Health Insurance Challenges for Persons with Disabilities

The session brought together a distinguished panel featuring :

e Mr. Sandeep Chitnis, National Secretary, Multiple Sclerosis Society of India (MSSI)

e  Mr. Thaneshwar Kumar Nishad, Ex—Javed Abidi Fellow

e  Dr. Meerambika Mahapatro, Professor and Head, National Institute of Health & Family Welfare (NIHFW)

e  Mr. Sumit Chauhan, CSR Head, Mphasis
e Mr. Arman Ali, Executive Director, NCPEDP

e Mr. Avelino De Sa, Founder, Disability Rights Association of Goa (DRAG)

he discussion was moderated by Dr. Harikeethan
Raghuram, Associate Director (Health Equity), Sangath
India.

This panel explored persistent barriers and emerging
opportunities in making health insurance more inclusive
for persons with disabilities. A key theme was the need
for accessible and affordable insurance coverage that
encompasses rehabilitation services and assistive devices.
It was noted that Ayushman Bharat health insurance cover
must extend to all disabled people, similar to how the

insurance was granted to all persons of old age. Panellists
stressed that community participation is crucial in designing
effective and responsive insurance policies.

The discussion also underscored the importance of
simplifying claim procedures, ensuring disability-sensitive
customer support, and fostering collaboration between
insurers, government agencies, and disability organizations.
These steps were identified as essential to improve
awareness, accessibility, and utilization of health insurance
schemes for persons with disabilities.



Session 2
Census 2027 and Disability Considerations

The second session featured
a distinguished panel comprising :

e Shri. Jayant Kumar Banthia, Former Chief Secretary,
Government of Maharashtra and former Registrar
General and Census Commissioner of India

e Adv. Kanchan Pamnani, Advocate & Solicitor,
Bombay High Court

e Adv. Abhishek Kumar, Ex—Javed Abidi Fellow,
NCPEDP

e Mr. Rajive Raturi, Strategic Advisor, Saksham Trust

e Mr. Naman Khatwani, Lead Legal & Policy
Consultant, Pacta

e Smt. Manmeet Kaur Nanda, Additional Secretary,
DEPwD

e Mr. Arman Ali, Executive Director, NCPEDP
Moderator : Mr. Arman Ali, Executive Director, NCPEDP

PURPLE THINK TANK

he session was moderated by Mr. Arman Ali, Executive

Director, NCPEDP, and commenced with a warm
welcome and thematic introduction by Ms. Kanchan
Pamnani.

Focusing on “Census 2027 and Disability Considerations,” the
discussion explored strategies to ensure accurate, inclusive,
and ethical disability data collection to inform evidence-
based policymaking. Panelists emphasized the importance
of comprehensive and sensitive survey tools that can capture
the diversity of disability experiences across India.

The dialogue further highlighted adopting a rights-based
approach to safeguard data privacy and promote ethical data
use. Additionally, participants underscored the potential of
technology-driven, real-time data validation to enhance the
reliability and accuracy of disability statistics.

The session concluded with a shared understanding that
inclusive data collection is foundational to shaping equitable
policies and ensuring representation of persons with
disabilities in national development planning
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Session 3

From Awareness to Access - Addressing the Need and

Driving Assistive Technology (AT) Adoption

PURPLE
THINK TANK

Access;
m Awareness 10
F;:dnuing the Need and
Driving AT Adoj

0P MITASIS
T LT

WA
e Ve 1T

By
(i
INTHERAMATIONAL

N
PURPLE FEST
GOA 2025

PURPLE

This insightful session brought together experts and leaders working at the intersection of
technology, inclusion, and policy :

e Mr. Sumit Chauhan, Head CSR, Mphasis

e Smt. Manmeet Kaur Nanda, Additional Secretary, DEPwD

e  Shri. Praveen Kumar, Chairman & Managing Director, ALIMCO

e Dr. Ravinder Singh, Scientist, ICMR

The discussion was moderated by Mr. Arman Ali, Executive Director, NCPEDP.

he panel explored the theme “From Awareness

to Access: Addressing the Need and Driving AT
Adoption”, emphasizing how assistive technology (AT) can
play a transformative role in empowering persons with
disabilities when both awareness and accessibility are
effectively addressed.

Panelists discussed the barriers to AT adoption, including
limited information dissemination, affordability challenges,
and fragmented delivery systems. They highlighted the
need for community-led outreach, accessible information
channels, and capacity building at the grassroots level to

ensure persons with disabilities can identify and utilize
available assistive solutions.

Further, the panel underscored that collaboration among
government, industry, and civil society is essential for
scaling impact, fostering innovation, and ensuring equitable
distribution of assistive technologies.

The session concluded with a shared vision of creating an
inclusive ecosystem where awareness seamlessly translates
into access, empowering every individual with the tools
they need to live independently and with dignity.



Session 4

PURPLE THINK TANK

Political Participation of Persons with Disabilities

At the International Purple Fest 2025, the National Centre for Promotion of Employment for Disabled People (NCPEDP),
with support from Bajaj Finserv CSR, hosted a powerful session on Barriers to Political Participation for Persons with
Disabilities.

The distinguished panel comprised :

e Shri E.T. Basheer, Member of Parliament, Malappuram Lok Sabha Constituency, Kerala

e  Shri Subhash Phal Dessai, Minister of Social Welfare, Government of Goa

e  Shri Tushar Kelkar, State President, Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM), Goa

e  Prof. Deepak Nathan, Secretary, Disabled Wing of DMK; Assistant Professor, Loyola College

e Ms. Zaruhi Batoyan, Hon’ble Member of Parliament, Republic of Armenia

e Dr. Aman Preet Kaur, Deputy National Head, Bajaj Finserv CSR

Moderator: Mr. Arman Ali, Executive Director, NCPEDP

t the International Purple Fest 2025, the National
Centre for Promotion of Employment for Disabled
People (NCPEDP), with support from Bajaj Finserv
CSR, hosted a powerful session on Barriers to Political
Participation for Persons with Disabilities. The distinguished

panel brought together national and international leaders,
including Members of Parliament, ministers, political
representatives, academicians, and CSR leaders, with the
session moderated by Mr. Arman Ali, Executive Director,
NCPEDP.
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The discussion opened with a critical question: despite
being one of India’s largest communities, why do persons
with disabilities remain severely underrepresented in
political and legislative spaces? Panellists observed that
while voter registration among persons with disabilities has
steadily increased, their presence as candidates, leaders,
and elected representatives remains disproportionately
low. The dialogue highlighted the urgent need for structural
reforms, grassroots inclusion, and enabling political
ecosystems to ensure meaningful representation.

Shri Subhash Phal Dessai emphasized that political
participation must begin at the grassroots level, advocating
for representation in every panchayat and political
reservations for persons with disabilities from local to
national levels. Shri E.T. Basheer noted that while India
has strong legal and international frameworks such as
the UNCRPD, their implementation remains weak and
inconsistent. Shri Sunil Deodhar highlighted systemic entry
barriers within political parties and called for equitable
access, infrastructure, and mentorship for aspiring leaders
with disabilities.

Offering an international perspective, Ms. Zaruhi Batoyan,
MP and former Minister of Social Justice of Armenia, shared

her lived experience as a wheelchair user, underscoring
that barriers to political participation are strikingly similar
across countries. Prof. Deepak Nathan urged persons
with disabilities to actively claim political space and
engage with the language of politics, while both he and
Shri Sunil Deodhar reaffirmed their parties’ support for
NCPEDP’s advocacy efforts. Shri Tushar Kelkar announced
the proposed establishment of a dedicated disability
wing within BJYM Goa, signalling a significant step toward
institutional inclusion.

Representing Bajaj Finserv CSR, Dr. Aman Preet Kaur called
for a rights-based, rather than charity-driven, approach
to political advocacy, emphasizing the need for authentic
representation in decision-making spaces. Audience
interactions raised concerns around polling station
accessibility and the use of assistive technologies during
elections, with panellists stressing effective implementation
of Election Commission guidelines and stronger reservation
and nomination policies. The session concluded with
a collective affirmation that political participation is a
fundamental right and that India must move from symbolic
inclusion to meaningful representation that truly reflects
the diversity of its democracy.



Session 5

PURPLE THINK TANK

The Process of Participation — Making Co-Creation a Habit
Co-curated by Centre for Disability Studies - NALSAR University of Law

Arman Ali - Executive Director, NCPEDP

Roma Bhagat - Advocate, Delhi High Court &
Founder, Roma Bhagat Associates

Akshay Jain - Program Manager, NCPEDP

Smitha Sadasivan - Senior Advisor on Inclusive
Health Policy, Disability Rights India Foundation

Abhishek Kumar - Founder, The Sangyan, Ex - Javed
Abidi Fellow

Nilesh Singit - Distinguished Research Fellow, Centre
for Disabilities Studies, NALSAR University of Law

Afrah Asif -Research Fellow, Centre for Disability
Studies

his session focused on embedding co-creation and

participatory governance in policymaking to ensure
meaningful inclusion of persons with disabilities. Panelists
from NALSAR, NCPEDP, and allied organisations discussed
how disability must be viewed through an intersectional
lens, recognising gender, age, and social context.

The discussion highlighted that climate change
disproportionately affects persons with disabilities,
particularly women and children, and that climate justice
is incomplete without disability inclusion. Participants
also called for holistic, multi-stakeholder approaches to
accessibility, engaging local communities, authorities, and
environmental groups.

Examples from inclusive electoral initiatives—such as
Braille candidate sheets, ISL interpretation, and provisions
for invisible disabilities—illustrated the value of involving
persons with disabilities in law-making, implementation,
and monitoring. The session concluded with a shared
commitment to make co-creation a sustained habit across
policy and development spaces.
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PURPLE THINK TANK

Session B

From Policy to Practice: Making NEP 2020’s Inclusive Education Vision a Reality

Co-curated by Perkins India

e  Smt. Meghana Shetgaonkar, Director, SCERT (State Council of Educational Research and Training), Goa

e Arman Ali, Executive Director, NCPEDP

e Arun Poddar, Director, Aspirational Bharat Collaborative

e Dr. Aman Preet Kaur, Deputy National CSR Lead, Bajaj Finserv

his session explored practical ways to translate NEP

2020’s inclusive education goals into action. Panelists
agreed that inclusive education requires an ecosystem
approach addressing early intervention, accessibility,
infrastructure, and teacher capacity.

Dr. Aman Preet Kaur emphasized early identification and
intervention as essential for empowering children with
disabilities. Arun Poddar highlighted the need to overcome
physical, environmental, and social barriers that still keep
many children out of school.

Arman Ali stressed the importance of accessible transport,
barrier-free infrastructure, and Universal Design for
Learning to make classrooms truly inclusive. Smt. Meghana
Shetgaonkar added that teacher training must be paired
with strong infrastructure, with government and CSR
partnerships working together to create inclusive learning
spaces.

The session concluded that realizing NEP 2020’s vision
depends on collaboration across sectors to ensure every
child can learn, participate, and thrive.



Session 7

PURPLE THINK TANK

Disability and Climate Change — A Deeper Look into Climate Justice

Co-curated by ASTHA at the Purple Think Tank, International Purple Fest 2025

e Arman Ali, Executive Director, NCPEDP

e Pratik Aggarwal, Pratik Aggarwal Executive Director at ASTHA

e Karishma Khemlani, Senior Digital Communications Strategist, Asar

e Sujeet Kumar Dongre, Program Director, Centre for Environmental Education

e Abhishek Kumar, Founder, The Sangyan, Ex NCPEDP Javed Abidi Fellow

his session explored the intersection of climate

justice and disability inclusion, emphasizing how
environmental and humanitarian crises affect persons with
disabilities in unique and compounded ways.

The panel featured Sujeet, Arman Ali (NCPEDP), Karishma
Khemlani (Asar), Pratik Aggarwal (ASTHA), and Abhishek
Kumar (The Sangyan).

Discussions highlighted that climate action and disaster
management must be inclusive and data-driven, ensuring
that the needs of persons with disabilities are integrated
from planning to implementation. Speakers stressed
the importance of environmental education that follows
the principle “Nothing about us without us,” ensuring
accessibility, equity, and participation for all.

Panelists noted that extreme weather, heat stress, and
environmental degradation disproportionately affect
persons with disabilities- especially children, women, and
those with invisible disabilities. Beyond climate events,

participants cited the COVID-19 pandemic as a clear
example of how disasters magnify exclusion. Many persons
with disabilities were left without access to healthcare,
assistive devices, or essential information during
lockdowns, demonstrating why inclusive preparedness and
communication systems are critical in any crisis.

Speakers further emphasized that technological solutions
alone are not enough; policies must incorporate lived
experiences and social realities. In cities like Delhi, where
pollution and rising temperatures strain already limited
infrastructure, children with disabilities face compounded
challenges—missing school and health support due to
climate and urban pressures.

The session concluded that true climate justice isimpossible
without disability inclusion. Building resilient and equitable
communities requires cross-sector collaboration, accessible
planning, and meaningful participation of persons with
disabilities in environmental and disaster governance.
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Session 8
Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities

Co-curated by Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy

e Manmayi Sharma

e Rahul Bajaj, Senior Associate Fellow, Vidhi Centre for
Legal Policy.

e Soumya Jain, Research Fellow, Vidhi Centre for Legal
Policy.

e Adv. Subhash Chandra Vashishtha - Director, Centre for
Accessibility in Built Environment Foundation; Lawyer,
Supreme Court of India

he session focused on the persistent gap

between accessibility policies and their on-
ground implementation. Discussions highlighted how
accessibility in government infrastructure projects often
remains an afterthought, with inadequate budgeting and
weak compliance checks by local authorities. Another
key concern raised was the delay in issuing updated
accessibility standards and the lack of effective enforcement
mechanisms, both of which hinder progress toward
creating truly inclusive and barrier-free environments for
persons with disabilities.
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Beyond Barriers, Expanding Horizons
for Persons with Disabilities

eyond Barriers,” a landmark Career Guidance Workshop organized by Radio

Udaan and MAD Foundation at the International Purple Fest Goa 2025,
brought together over 150 persons with disabilities from more than 15 states for
a powerful day of career exploration, learning, and mentorship. Designed as a
fully accessible and empowering platform, the workshop introduced participants
to diverse professional pathways through engaging sessions led by experts in law,
civil services, entrepreneurship, corporate accessibility, freelancing, sports, and
inclusive finance. The interactive format enabled participants to gain practical
insights, connect directly with mentors and role models, and explore opportunities
aligned with their aspirations.

During the conference, Santosh Kumar Romta was felicitated on being elected as
the President of the World Blind Union by the hands of Subhash Phal Desai, Hon’ble
Minister for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, and Devidas Pangam,
Advocate General of High Court of Bombay at Goa.

Visions of Power and
Possibility : Building
Our Future Together

rganised and supported by Rising Flame, a half-

day multilingual convening under the International
Purple Fest, Goa 2025. The dialogue brought together over
40 women and non-binary persons with disabilities from
11 states and across 10 disability groups for a reflective
and empowering closed-door conversation on leadership,
justice, and collective futures. Inaugurated by Smt. Ipsita
Mitra, Deputy Secretary, DEPwD, Government of India,
the convening centred lived experiences and explored
key themes such as violence and justice, education,
accessibility, employment, and health. Facilitated by
Rising Flame’s leadership team, the session created a
safe, inclusive space for participants to share personal
narratives, identify systemic challenges, and articulate
visions for equity, dignity, and movement-building.
The gathering reaffirmed the power of community-led
leadership and marked an important step in strengthening
intersectional feminist disability advocacy in India.




PURPLE CONFERENCE

InviSabal - The Rural
Disability Convention

he InviSabal — Rural Disability Convention was one

of the key conferences held under the Purple Fest
2025 conference track, focusing on bringing rural lived-
experience into national disability discourse. Organised
in collaboration with the Tata Steel Foundation, the
conference highlighted the realities of persons with
disabilities in rural India and explored systemic gaps,
community resilience, and grassroots leadership. Through
four thematic panels, it covered lived experiences in rural
areas, policy and implementation gaps, creating inclusive
rural spaces through universal design, and the role of
PanchayatiRajinstitutionsandlocal governanceinenabling
empowerment. Senior dignitaries including Shri Subhash
Phal Dessai, Hon’ble Minister for the Empowerment of
PwDs, and Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar, State Commissioner
for PwDs, attended the event alongside experts, rural
leaders, and NGOs from across India. The conference
affirmed that understanding disability through a rural lens
is essential for ensuring last-mile inclusion and shaping a
more equitable future.

Shri Rajeav Sharma IFS
Joint Secretary, DEPWD, Go|

Purple Parivaar

P urple Parivaar 2025, led by Sethu in

collaboration with CO0J, Owl House, and
Buddy Up, created a warm, interactive Family
Centred Care Zone at the International Purple
Fest. The space offered awareness desks,
experiential activities, and engaging mini-
workshops that promoted a strengths-based,
neurodiversity-affirming approach for families
and caregivers of neurodivergent individuals.
Through hands-on demonstrations, expressive
arts, movementsessions,and practicalguidance
on wellbeing, inclusion, and future planning,
Purple Parivaar fostered meaningful learning,
connection, and support. The initiative received
enthusiastic participation and appreciation,
making it a vibrant and impactful component
of the Fest

ITHANK YOU!
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Funder Roundtable : Reimagining Inclusive and
Intersectional Funding for Disability Rights

he “Funder Roundtable: Reimagining Inclusive and Intersectional Funding for Disability Rights,” was organised by Rising Flame

and the Mariwala Health Initiative. The roundtable brought together leading funders, policymakers, and disabled leaders to
reimagine philanthropic practices through a rights-based, intersectional, and systemic lens. Facilitated by Raj Mariwala and Nidhi
Goyal, the discussions explored global and national gaps in disability funding, the urgency of flexible and long-term support, the
need to integrate disability across all funding sectors, and the importance of accessibility as a non-negotiable principle. Speakers
included the Honourable Minister Shri Subhash Phal Desai, along with representatives from Tata Steel Foundation, Godrej, The
Nudge Institute, Women’s Fund Asia, Tech Mahindra Foundation, and multiple OPD leaders and disabled founders such as Prasad
Joshi, Kiran Naik, Swarnalata, Abhishek Muthian, Anand, Shraddha, and Saurab. The convening emphasised community-led
decision-making, core funding, systemic change, and the crucial role of funders in advancing disability justice.
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Purple Eyeway Dialogue:
The Ambassadors Speak

he “Purple Eyeway Dialogue: The Ambassadors

Speak” was curated by Score Foundation, a New
Delhi—based NGO working with blind and visually impaired
persons through its Eyeway initiative. Spread across four
days, the conference featured a series of seven panel
discussions led by Purple Ambassadors representing
diverse disabilities. The dialogues focused on lived
experiences, systemic barriers, policy implementation,
accessibility gaps, early intervention, inclusive education,
healthcare needs, and social attitudes. Ambassadors
shared personal challenges along with practical
recommendations on awareness, accessibility, consistent
policies, rehabilitation, digital inclusion, assistive support,
and dignity in public services. The conference served as
a powerful platform for amplifying first hand voices and
highlighting priority issues across the disability spectrum.

PURPLE CONFERENCE

Inclusive and Accessibility
Rights

he Two-Day RCI-Recognized International CRE on Sign

Language Interpreters Training, held on 7th and 8th
October 2025 themed “Inclusive and Accessibility Rights,” was
organized by the Indian Sign Language Interpreters Association
(ISLIA) in collaboration with the Government of Goa during
the International Purple Fest 2025 at Panaji, Goa.

The programme brought together over 100 sign language
interpreters, educators, and disability sector experts, and
featured national and international speakers who highlighted
the critical role of interpretersin ensuring accessible education,
public services, and inclusive communication for the Deaf
community. Discussions focused on professional recognition,
interpreter training, mental well-being, bilingual education,
intersectionality, and global best practices.

The CRE concluded with a renewed commitment to
strengthening interpreter capacity, policy support, and
accessibility rights, reinforcing the vision of inclusion
championed by the International Purple Fest.
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Media Sensitization
Workshop on Disability -
Inclusive Reporting

he workshop was organised by Rising Flame in collaboration

with the Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (Government of India), the Office of the State
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Goa, the Department
of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Government of
Goa), UNinIndia,and UN Women. The workshop brought together
50 journalists and media professionals to strengthen inclusive
and intersectional reporting on disability. Led by Nidhi Goyal and
Srinidhi Raghavan of Rising Flame, the sessions explored language,
ethics, and rights-based storytelling. A special panel curated by
UN Women featured prominent speakers including Uzmi Athar
(PTI), Parvinder Singh (World Food Programme India), Pooja
Pande (Writer; former Co-CEO, Chambal Media), and Bhanupriya
Rao (Founder, BehanBox), who discussed the need to integrate
disability across all beats and challenge stereotypical narratives.
The concluding interaction included distinguished leaders such
as UN Resident Coordinator Mr. Shombi Sharp, Shri Subhash Phal
Desai, Ms. Richa Shanker, and Shri Taha Haazig, who emphasised
the media’s role in promoting dignity, inclusion, and authentic
representation of persons with disabilities.

PURPLE FEST

Lead Beyond Limits: Disability and
the New World of Work

ead Beyond Limits: Disability and the New World of Work”. This day-long convention convened over 200 participants from

more than five countries to deliberate on emerging opportunities, barriers, and innovations shaping the future of work for
persons with disabilities. The inaugural session featured distinguished speakers including Ms. Nidhi Goyal (Rising Flame), Ms.
Pulakita Mayekar (Godrej DEI Lab), Shri Pravimal Abhishek (Goa Industrial Development Corporation), Mr. Shombi Sharp (UN
Resident Coordinator, India), and Shri Rajesh Aggarwal (Secretary, DEPwD, Government of India). The conference addressed key
themes such as inclusive workplace policies, accessibility in employment, the role of artificial intelligence in enabling participation,
and the advancement of disability-led entrepreneurship. Notable speakers across the sessions represented institutions such as
Meta India, AssisTech Foundation, XRCVC, The Lalit Suri Hospitality Group, v-shesh, UN ESCAP, and the Government of Qatar. The
event also hosted a fireside conversation with entrepreneur Ms. Surashree Rahane, facilitated by Mr. Nipun Malhotra, followed
by a Pitch Fest showcasing eight disability-led ventures evaluated by an international jury. The convention served as an important
platform for strengthening dialogue, promoting best practices, and reinforcing the commitment to inclusive economic growth and
leadership by persons with disabilities.
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Global Inclusive Teachers’
Summit (GITS])

eld from 10-12 October 2025 the Global Inclusive Teachers’

Summit (GITS) brought together educators, policymakers,
researchers, and disability advocates from India and across the
globe to bridge the gap between inclusive education policies and
classroom practice.

Organized by Brotherhood and Global Inclusive Education
Network in collaboration with UNESCO, NCERT, TISS, and Ek
Kadam Aur Foundation, GITS featured keynote addresses, panel
discussions, and interactive sessions led by eminent experts
from India, Canada, Malaysia, the United States, Nepal, and
other countries. The discussions explored critical themes such
as Universal Design for Learning (UDL), assistive technologies,
teacher empowerment, curriculum reform under NEP 2020
and NCF 2023, digital inclusion, leadership, and compassionate
education. The Summit highlighted innovative global practices,
including inclusive digital textbooks, community-led education
models, and structured transition frameworks for learners
with disabilities. A strong consensus emerged on the need for
teacher capacity building, mindset transformation, and localized
implementation strategies to translate progressive policies into
meaningful learning experiences.

GITS reaffirmed the collective global commitment to the vision
of “Education for All, School for All, and Classroom for All”
positioning teachers as the cornerstone of inclusive and equitable
education systems.

Purple Charcha Conference

A tthe International Purple Fest Goa 2025, the American India Foundation (AIF) convened Purple Charcha on 10 October 2025
as a high-impact platform to advance India’s disability inclusion dialogue. Anchored in the Fest’s theme “Universal Design
and Inclusive Thinking,” the forum fostered a solutions-oriented conversation on building inclusive futures through collaboration

between government, corporates, and civil society.

The dialogue brought together senior policymakers, corporate leaders, and inclusion practitioners to position universal design and
accessibility as governance and business imperatives. Key discussions focused on inclusive employment, accessible workplaces,
digital inclusion, and scalable skilling models for persons with disabilities.

Purple Charcha also witnessed the signing of two significant MoUs—between AIF and the Government of Goa to advance inclusive
employment and accessibility, and with the Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre (ISLRTC) to deliver Indian Sign
Language training for corporate professionals—marking a strong commitment toward systemic and sustainable inclusion.

PURPLE CONFERENCE

TED MATIONS

INTERNATIONAL

PURPLE FEST
-GOA-2025 ——

PURPLE CONVENTION

e S§20C - VOO ‘1534 31d¥Nd TVNOILVNYILNI



Purple
Economy

9 INTERNATIONAL PURPLE FEST, GOA - 2025

PURPLE CONFERENCE

e

Economy Pur‘ple Economy

. THE PURPLE ECONONY MOVEMENT

Dialogues

eld on 11 October 2025 at the International Purple

Fest, the Purple Economy Dialogues, hosted by
EnAble India and the Office of the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities, Goa, marked a decisive shift
from awareness to action. With participation from over 160
leaders across government, industry, global institutions,
and civil society, the dialogue positioned disability inclusion
as an economic strategy, not a welfare agenda.

UN India highlighted the vast scale of the Purple Economy

1.3 billion people globally with a USD 13 trillion spending

power, and an estimated USD 250 billion opportunity for

India calling for a “purple tint in every policy and product.”

The dialogue featured concrete commitments, including

Union Bank of India’s national-scale accessible banking

innovations and a proposal for India’s first “Purple Branch,”

and GIDC’s announcement of a Purple Industrial Cluster,
targeting 5—10 disability-led units by the next Purple Fest.

Global perspectives from the All-Russia Association for the
Blind reinforced that inclusion must function as a system,
not a sentiment, while industry leaders emphasized Goa’s
potential to emerge as India’s prototype for inclusive
industry and assistive-technology innovation—transforming
inclusion into growth, dignity, and shared prosperity.

Purple Power School Engagement

he Purple Power School Seminar, held on 11th October 2025 organised by Sethu. The seminar brought together school heads,

teachers, special educators, NGOs, and academicians to strengthen inclusive education in line with NEP 2020. Sessions
focused on understanding neurodiversity, practical classroom strategies, and policy-aligned approaches such as PRASHAST
2.0 and Universal Design for Learning. Schools from Goa shared successful inclusion models, demonstrating how supportive
environments can transform learner outcomes. A group activity helped participants identify key needs in policy, curriculum,
teaching practices, teacher support, and infrastructure. The seminar provided a meaningful platform to build shared vision and
actionable steps toward truly inclusive schools across the state.



All India State
Commissioners Meet

he All India State Commissioners’ Meet was

convened on 9th and 10th October 2025
curated by Department for Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, Government of India was a
significant highlight of the International Purple
Fest. The two-day consultative session, held at Taj
Vivanta, brought together 20 State Commissioners
for Persons with Disabilities from across the country
to deliberate on strengthening disability rights,
policy implementation, and inter-state collaboration.

The meet was presided over by Dr. Virendra Kumar,
Hon’ble Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment,
Govt of India and Shri Rajesh Agarwal, IAS, Secretary,
Department for Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities. The platform fostered meaningful
dialogue, exchange of best practices, and a shared
commitment towards advancing accessibility,
inclusion, and empowerment for persons with
disabilities across India

L eadership and
Intersectionality in
Disability Rights
Shaping a Universally Designed Future

rganised by the Bayberry Inc, California (USA)

ON 10th Oct 2025 this framework highlighted
the importance of inclusive leadership and the
intersection of diverse identities within the disability
rights movement. Advocating for a universally
designed future where policies, environments, and
systems are accessible to all, recognizing the unique
experiences of individuals at the intersection of
disability, gender, race, and other identities.

PURPLE CONFERENCE

COAT- Conversation on
Assistive Technology
State as an Enabler :

How to Scale AT to Empower Every PwD Across the
3Ls (Learning, Livelihood and Living)

pioneering national platform, held on 10th

Oct 2025 by AssisTech Foundation (ATF) in
partnership with Bajaj Finserv, envisioned to catalyze
structured dialogue, foster collaboration, and drive
systemic action within India’s Assistive Technology
(AT) ecosystem. This high-impact, closed-door
roundtable brought together government leaders,
disability commissioners, innovators, corporates, and
persons with disabilities to exchange insights, shape
policies, and accelerate AT adoption across India.
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Legal Rights and
Empowerment of
Persons with Disability

he Workshopon “Legal Rightsand Empowerment

of Persons with Disabilities” was held on 11th
October 2025 at the High Court of Bombay at Goa.
Organised by the Office of the State Commissioner for
Persons with Disabilities, Goa, in association with the
Goa State Legal Services Authority, the Department
for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, and
the Goa High Court Bar Association, and curated by
Mission Accessibility.

The session featured addresses by Hon’ble Justice
Valmiki Menezes and a keynote address by Hon’ble
Justice Abhay S. Oka on the theme of legal rights and
empowerment. An interactive Q&A and the Mission
Accessibility Annual Awards 2025 were key highlights.
The workshop reaffirmed the commitment of the
judiciary and legal fraternity towards strengthening
access to justice and safeguarding the rights of
persons with disabilities

Architect Conference

he Architects’ Conference, “Beyond Accessibility:

The Power of Universal Design,” was held on
11th October 2025. Organised by the Office of the
State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities and
curated by the Indian Institute of Interior Designers
Goa centre the session brought together architects,
policymakers, and users to promote inclusive design
practices.

Featuring insights from Dr. Kavita Murugkar, Ms. Zaruhi
Batoyan, Ms. Sophia Moermond, and Hon’ble Minister
Shri Subhash Phaldessai, along with an engaging
panel moderated by Ar. Anup Gadgil, the conference
encouraged dialogue on integrating universal design
into mainstream architecture. The event reinforced the
collective commitment to creating built environments
that uphold accessibility, dignity, and inclusion for all.
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PURPLE FEST
| GOA-2026 ‘

Towards Accessible India ;: Cll Roundtable on Inclusive
Tourism, Hospitality & Sports

s a precursor to the International Purple Fest Goa 2025, the Confederation of Indian Industry — India Business and Disability
Network (IBDN), in collaboration with Svayam, hosted a consultative roundtable on 8 October 2025 at the Entertainment
Society of Goa in Goa.

The discussion brought together leaders from government, industry, and advocacy groups to explore pathways for building
inclusive tourism, hospitality, and sports ecosystems. Conversations focused on creating accessible travel experiences and
expanding opportunities in adventure activities such as paragliding and scuba diving for persons with disabilities.

Addressing the gathering, Shri. Subhash Phal Desai, Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities emphasized
that the Purple Fest is not just an event but a movement to promote dignity, visibility, and pride for persons with disabilities.
Taha Haaziq highlighted the diverse initiatives of the festival, while Sminu Jindal underlined that accessibility is not merely a
social responsibility but also an economic priority, capable of unlocking employment and growth through inclusive tourism.

The roundtable concluded with a shared commitment from stakeholders to strengthen awareness, improve accessible
infrastructure, and advance Goa’s vision of becoming a truly inclusive destination for all.
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Purple Pragati - Corporate Seminar

urple Pragati — The Corporate Conference, organised by Sethu driven by Nishtha Vigyan Pvt. Ltd. with support from Beyond

Labels™, focused on building a practical and scalable Goa Model of Inclusion for employment of Persons with Disabilities.
The conference brought together corporates, policymakers, NGOs, parents, and PwDs to share best practices, lived experiences,
and successful inclusion models from organisations such as IHCL, St. Regis, EPL, Google, Microsoft, and Sanjay Centre. Key
discussions highlighted aligning DEI policies with government frameworks, using technology for accessibility, and recognising
neurodiversity as a workplace strength. The event resulted in strong commitments to create structured, data-driven employment
pathways for PwDs, supported by ongoing initiatives like the Neurodiversity in Hospitality Workshop and The Skill Lens Solution.
Purple Pragati reinforced that true inclusion drives innovation, opportunity, and equitable growth for all.

Purple Cruise - Curtain Raiser

The Purple Cruise — Curtain Raiser marked a vibrant beginning celebrating accessibility, innovation, and inclusion against the
scenic waters of Panaji. Curated by the AssisTech Foundation, the sunset cruise brought together policymakers, innovators, and
changemakers to highlight the transformative role of assistive technology.

The event was held in the presence of Shri. Subhash Phal Desai, Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities,
and Prateek Madhav, CEO & Co-Founder of AssisTech Foundation, along with State Commissioners for Persons with Disabilities
from across the country.

Assistive technology startups showcased innovative solutions designed to enhance independence and accessibility for persons
with disabilities. The evening concluded with a networking dinner, fostering collaboration and dialogue toward building a more
inclusive future.
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PURPLE EXPERIENCE ZONE

"His name is today

The Classroom of
Possibilities

The Inclusive Education Zone brought accessibility to
life through tactile learning tools, Braille panels, tactile
maps, and adaptive resources like the Saksharta Kit
and Bookshare Library. Visitors experienced lessons
through raised textures and ISL-enabled QR codes —
transforming the idea of inclusive classrooms into
something visible, touchable, and real.
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Sugamya Bharat Pavilion
- Where Technology
Spoke Accessibllity

This technology-driven zone showcased Al-powered
toolssuch as Divya Aland ADITI Al, alongside the Shravan
Audio Library and Sugamya Bharat App. Designed as a
modern digital space, it demonstrated how innovation
and governance are working together to make
accessibility practical, responsive, and empowering.
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Activities of Daily Living
(ADL) Zone - A Home
Reimagined

The ADL Zone recreated accessible kitchens,
workspaces, and bedrooms with dual-height counters,
voice-enabled switches, and adaptive furniture. It
highlighted how thoughtful design in everyday spaces
can foster independence, dignity, and self-reliance.

Neurodiversity & Purple
Pariwaar Zone

This vibrant space celebrated Autism, ADHD, and
Dyslexia as unique strengths. Interactive elements
like the “My Superpower” floor graphic and Buddy Up
games encouraged empathy, participation, and pride
reinforcing that inclusion begins with acceptance and
understanding.
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Interactive Panel Court -

The Heart of Dialogue

An open, participatory space featuring “I Am” and “I
Promise” walls, tactile disability icons, and ISL learning
panels. Visitors actively contributed messages, pledges,
and reflections — turning awareness into shared
dialogue and collective expression.

Sensory Experience
Room - The Room that
Whispered Calm

Designed as a sanctuary, the Sensory Room offered
both low- and high-stimulation environments. Through
controlled lighting, textures, and sound, it allowed
visitors to understand sensory sensitivity and experience
accessibility through comfort and calm.



PURPLE EXPERIENCE ZONE

Access for All & Purple Kaleidoscope Zone -
The Art of Inclusion

Blending creativity with awareness, this zone displayed artwork by neurodiverse students alongside panels on disability
etiquette and digital accessibility. With dual-height easels and tactile features, it ensured universal participation while
showcasing art as a bridge to empathy.
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Photo Booth Avenue - The Street of Joy

Fully accessible and festive, this avenue featured installations like the Butterfly Arch and Purple Parivaar booth. With ramps
and tactile markers ensuring participation for all, it celebrated visibility, pride, and togetherness concluding the Experience
Zones on a joyful note.
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PURPLE SPECTRUM

The Good Talk
Factory — Purple
Solvathon

At the International Purple Fest
Goa 2025, The Good Talk Factory
curated the Purple Solvathon,
a creative platform for inclusive
innovation. 46 students across
10 teams from Goa, Pune,
Hyderabad, and Bhimavaram
came together to solve real
accessibility challenges. The event
turned ideas into empathy-driven
solutions, blending design with
purpose. It stood as a celebration
of collaboration, creativity, and
the power of youth to reimagine
inclusion.

Zine Making Workshop: Stories Beyond the Visible

he Zine-Making Workshop at the International Purple Fest 2025, facilitated by Believe in the Invisible, created a powerful

and inclusive space for persons with disabilities and chronic illnesses to express their lived experiences through creative
storytelling. Conducted over two days in six small-group sessions, the workshop engaged over 400 participants, who explored
themes of identity, care, stigma, resilience, and joy through writing, collage, drawing, and digital formats.

Designed with universal accessibility at its core, the workshop offered multiple modes of expression, accessible materials,
sign language interpretation, and trained on-ground support. The resulting zines, created by disabled storytellers themselves,
contributed to a growing archive of lived disability narratives, reinforcing the role of art as a tool for inclusion, advocacy, and

community-building at Purple Fest 2025.



PURPLE SPECTRUM

International Purple WE CARE Film Festival 2025

he International Purple WE CARE Film Festival 2025, held from 9—-12 October 2025 at INOX, Goa, formed an integral part

of the International Purple Fest, Goa. Now in its 21st edition, the festival continued its legacy as a global platform that
uses cinema to spotlight the lives, aspirations, challenges, and achievements of persons with disabilities, promoting inclusion,
accessibility, and equality through powerful storytelling.

The festival brought together filmmakers, disability advocates, policymakers, and audiences from India and across the world.
Films spanning short, documentary, and feature formats explored themes such as inclusive education, independent living, mental
health, assistive technologies, sports, arts, and disability-led entrepreneurship. A special highlight was the screening of “Sitaare
Zameen Par”, featuring nine actors with disabilities, followed by an engaging interaction with the cast, reinforcing the importance
of authentic representation in cinema.

Emphasising accessible filmmaking, the festival encouraged subtitles and audio descriptions, while fostering collaboration
between UN agencies, civil society organisations, and creative professionals. The concluding award ceremony recognised
outstanding contributions to disability-inclusive cinema, reaffirming the festival’s role in advancing advocacy, representation, and
social change through film.
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GIEN—Purple Innovators Awards 2025—26

he GIEN—-Purple Innovators Awards 2025-26 were conferred from 10th to 12th October 2025 to recognise educators and

institutions demonstrating excellence and innovation in the field of inclusive education. A total of fifteen awards were
presented across five regions of India—North, South, East, West, and North-East—under the categories of Inclusive Teacher
Excellence, Inclusive School Excellence, and Special School Excellence.

The awards highlighted impactful practices such as inclusive pedagogy, learner-centric teaching models, and the effective use of
assistive technologies to support children with disabilities. The programme witnessed the participation of national and international
dignitaries, educators, researchers, policy experts, and disability rights advocates, reaffirming a collective commitment to
advancing equitable, accessible, and quality education for all, in alignment with SDG 4 and national disability frameworks.

DEIC — Capacity Building and Early Intervention Initiatives

The District Early Intervention Centres (DEIC), North Goa and South Goa, in collaboration with the Directorate of Health Services
(DHS), played a significant role in strengthening early intervention, parental guidance, and professional capacity building through
a series of focused workshops conducted between 9th and 12th October 2025 at the ESG Complex, Panaji. These sessions were
designed to address developmental, behavioural, emotional, and visual challenges across different age groups, with a strong
emphasis on evidence-based practices and interdisciplinary learning.

Through three specialised workshop modules, DEIC reached a wide cross-section of parents, professionals, and neurodivergent
individuals, fostering informed caregiving, improved therapeutic approaches, and inclusive developmental support.



PURPLE SPECTRUM

Workshop 1 :

Behaviour and Communication in
Young Children (2—7 Years)

Resource Persons : UMMEED Child
Development Centre, Mumbai

Conducted across four sessions, this workshop
supported parents in understanding early
communication development, attention building,
and behaviour management. Approximately 35—
40 parents participated, engaging in interactive
discussions that helped them better interpret
their children’s behaviours and access practical
strategies tailored to individual developmental
needs.

Workshop 2 :

Emotional Regulation and
Adolescence in Neurodivergent
Children (8-16 Years)

Resource Persons : Action for Autism (AFA),
New Delhi

This workshop series, held over four sessions,
focused on emotional awareness, managing
school-related challenges, addressing bullying,
navigating adolescence, and supporting
psychosocial development. With 30-35 parent
participants, the sessions offered valuable insights
into supporting neurodivergent children beyond
early intervention, particularly during transitional
and adolescent phases.
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Workshop 3 :

Navigating Cortical Visual
Impairment — From Diagnosis to
Rehabilitation

Resource Persons : Unit of Hope, St. John’s
Medical College and Hospital, Bengaluru

Held over two days (11th—12th October 2025),
this advanced workshop was attended by

75 rehabilitation professionals from diverse
disciplines. Through functional assessments,
hands-on simulations, and case-based learning,
participants gained practical skills to identify and
manage CVI using interdisciplinary approaches
and accessible intervention strategies.
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PURPLE STREET

he Purple Street was one of

the most vibrant and energetic
tracks of the International Purple
Fest Goa 2025 which was curated
by two special educators from Goa,
Ms Dhanashree Shirgaonkar and Ms
Anuja Parab. The entire stretch came
alive with colour, creativity, and
celebration as more than 80 stalls
were set up by NGOs and special
schoolsacross Goa, alongside artisans
from different parts of the country
who showcased their exceptional
skills and craftsmanship. Visitors
were treated to live workstations
where they could witness the making
of pottery, handloom weaving,
Madhubani painting, and traditional
Goan handicrafts, among others—
each stall offering a glimpse into
India’s diverse cultural and artistic
heritage.

Adding to the festive spirit were over
500 live performances by students
from various special schools, who
took the stage across the four days
of the fest. Their energy, confidence,
and enthusiasm filled the air with joy
and inspiration, making Purple Street
atrue celebration of talent, inclusion,
and creativity in its most authentic
form.
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P urple Street, stood out as one of the dynamic and interactive tracks of the International Purple Fest Goa 2025. Designed as

a walk-through inclusive street experience, it featured 38 live workstations curated by various organisations, showcasing a
rich array of skills from clay modelling, diya painting, embroidery, crochet, weaving, cloth and bag making, to medicinal powder
preparation and a variety of experiential craft activities. Alongside these workstations, visitors enjoyed a vibrant lineup of 90+
live performances, including folk dance, group dance, solo singing, storytelling sessions, fashion shows, and Jugalbandi acts, all
celebrating diversity and artistic expression. The street also hosted live artisans, such as traditional and contemporary painters
and Madhubani artists, who demonstrated their craft in real time. Purple Street blended accessibility, creativity, and cultural
immersion, creating an inclusive environment that highlighted the exceptional talents of Persons with Disabilities and fostered
meaningful community engagement.

2
-
m
=
Z
>
=
®)
2
>
-
o
c
=
o
-
m
n
m
(%]
5
(9]
o
>
N
o
N
v



@ INTERNATIONAL PURPLE FEST, GOA - 2025

PURPLE STREET

m/mm gy o

h
i |
.} T
i E =
"'. L = =




PURPLE STREET

INTERNATIONAL PURPLE FEST, GOA - 2025 a

| | -
I
iy
I
___




INTERNATIONAL PURPLE FEST, GOA - 2025 =

PURPLE KALIEDOSCOPE

MIUSEUM
OF




PURPLE KALIEDOSCOPE

Inclusive Art Workshops

he Inclusive Art Workshops

conducted under Purple
Kaleidoscope at the International
Purple Fest 2025 created an
immersive and empowering space
for creative expression and inclusion.
Curated by Access For ALL under the
guidance of Shri Siddhant Shah and
Shri Rohan Marathe, in collaboration
with Rupal Madam from Gujarati
Samaj School (GSSA), the workshops
brought together over 477 students
from special schools and resource
rooms across Goa. Each session
integrated  accessibility, creativity,
and collaboration, where children
explored diverse mediums—painting,
tactile art, sensory textures, and
collaborative canvases—guided by
trained facilitators and artists with
disabilities. The workshops aimed to
build empathy, motor coordination,
and communication skills through
the language of art. Participants not
only discovered joy in creation but
also gained confidence and a sense
of belonging in a larger inclusive
community. The space was designed to
be sensory-friendly, with adaptive tools
and supportive volunteers ensuring
participation from children with
varied disabilities—visual, hearing,
intellectual, and neurodiverse. Beyond
skill-building, these sessions became
moments of celebration, laughter,
and shared discovery, embodying the
true spirit of the Purple Fest—that
creativity knows no boundaries and
inclusion begins when everyone is
invited to the same canvas.
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Exhibition of Artworks by
Artists with Disabilities

he Purple Kaleidoscope Art

Gallery showcased an inspiring
exhibition of artworks by artists
with disabilities from across India,
celebrating diversity, resilience, and
creativity. Curated by Access For ALL
under the leadership of Shri Siddhant
Shah and Shri Rohan Marathe, the
exhibit featured a range of artistic
expressions—from tactile and braille-
inclusive artworks to vibrant visual
narratives reflecting personal journeys,
emotions, and social commentary.
Over 570 visitors explored the gallery
during the festival, engaging with
accessible labels in Braille and large
print, as well as QR codes linked to
Indian Sign Language (ISL) videos
for inclusive communication. The
exhibition created an environment
where art could be experienced
through multiple senses, encouraging
visitors to touch, feel, and interpret
the works beyond the visual. Artists
represented diverse regions and
disabilities, yet their creativity unified
the space into a powerful narrative of
ability and self-expression. The exhibit
not only gave visibility to the talents of
artistswith disabilitiesbutalso fostered
awareness about the importance of
accessible cultural spaces. It became
a platform for dialogue, empathy,
and  appreciation—proving  that
when accessibility meets artistry,
every individual’'s story becomes a
masterpiece.




Access For ALL Mela :
A Space for Sensitization

he Access For ALL Mela at the International

Purple Fest 2025 emerged as one of the most
engaging public attractions, drawing over 900
visitors into an experiential journey of inclusion
and awareness. Conceptualized by Access For ALL
under Shri Siddhant Shah and Shri Rohan Marathe,
the Mela offered a series of hands-on sensitization
activities designed to help participants experience
the world through diverse perspectives. The
highlight stations included the Blindfold Zone—
where visitors created art or navigated objects
without sight to understand visual impairment—
and the Neuro Maze, a challenge simulating
neurodiverse experiences and cognitive overload.
Other interactive booths focused on sign language,
tactile art, and empathy-building games. The
space was buzzing with curiosity, laughter, and
meaningful conversations as individuals, families,
educators, and students engaged deeply with the
theme of inclusion. Facilitators guided reflections
after each activity, turning experiences into insights
about accessibility and social empathy. The Mela
served not just as a fair, but as a transformative
learning hub—helping bridge gaps between
disabled and non-disabled communities through
creativity, dialogue, and play. It perfectly captured
the Purple Fest spirit of participation, learning, and
joy beyond barriers.

PURPLE KALIEDOSCOPE

Live Demonstrations by
Artists with Disabilities

ne of the most engaging highlights of Purple

Kaleidoscope was the Live Demonstration
Zone, where artists with disabilities showcased
their unique creative processes in real time.
Curated by Access For ALL under Shri Siddhant
Shah and Shri Rohan Marathe, this interactive
segment offered visitors a rare opportunity to
witness the transformative power of art as an
act of resilience, talent, and inclusion. Artists
from diverse disability backgrounds—including
visual, locomotor, and neurodiverse conditions—
demonstrated techniques such as mouth and foot
painting, tactile texturing, and adaptive brushwork.
The live sessions drew immense curiosity and
admiration from audiences, who engaged directly
with the artists to understand their methods and
experiences. This format allowed the public to
see beyond disability and recognize the immense
creativity, discipline,andinnovationinvolvedineach
artwork. It also helped inspire children, teachers,
and general visitors to rethink notions of ability
and capability. The live demonstrations became
a dynamic exchange of skill and empathy, where
barriers dissolved through shared appreciation. By
centering artists as role models rather than subjects
of sympathy, this initiative embodied Access For
ALL's philosophy—celebrating ability, accessibility,
and artistry in equal measure.
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PURPLE SPORTS

1st Purple Boccia
Senior National

Federation Cup
2025

eld from 8th—-12th October

2025 at the Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Indoor Stadium, Goa, the
1st Purple Boccia Senior National
Federation Cup 2025 marked a
significant step in advancing Boccia,
a Paralympic sport for athletes with
severe physical disabilities.

Organized by the Boccia Sports
Federation of India (BSFI), the
championship brought together 50
senior athletes from 19 States and
Union Territories, competing across
BC1-BC4 categories in individual,
pair, and team events. Conducted
as per World Boccia standards, the
tournament showcased exceptional
skill, strategy, and determination.

Beyond competition, the event
strengthened the national Boccia
ecosystem and served as a key platform
for talent identification, reinforcing
Goa’s commitment to inclusive sports
and excellence.
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Sports Activities by Special Olympic Bharat

pecial Olympics Bharat Goa curated and conducted

inclusive sports activities that celebrated ability, unity,
and athletic excellence from the 9th to 12th October 2025.
As part of this prestigious festival, Special Olympics Bharat
organized competitive events in Basketball, Badminton,
and Table Tennis, reinforcing its commitment to promoting
inclusion through sport.

Athletes from six States and Union Territories Goa, Karnataka,
Kerala, Bihar, Puducherry, and Chandigarh participated in
the sports activities. Competitions were conducted across
Traditional and Unified formats, with participation from
both male and female athletes. Unified events, featuring
athletes with and without intellectual disabilities competing
together, highlighted teamwork, mutual respect, and shared
achievement.

The sports events were hosted at accessible and athlete-
friendlyvenuesinPanjim.Basketballmatcheswere conducted
in the 5x5 team format at Sharada Mandir School, Miramar,
while Badminton and Table Tennis events, including Singles,
Doubles, and Unified Doubles, were held at the Multipurpose
Indoor Stadium, Campal. The close proximity of venues to
the athletes’ accommodation at the Youth Hostel, Miramar
ensured convenience and smooth coordination throughout
the event.

The sports segment of the International Purple Fest
commenced with a vibrant Opening Ceremony, featuring

a March Past and the Lighting of the Torch symbolizing
unity, determination, and the spirit of Special Olympics.
The ceremony was graced by dignitaries including Mr.
Rohit Monserrate, Mayor of the Corporation of the City of
Panaji, and Mr. Manoj Patil, President of the Goa Badminton
Association, along with Mr. Jairam Kholkar, a longstanding
benefactor of Special Olympics Goa.

Over four days of spirited competition, athletes displayed
exceptional talent, determination, and sportsmanship.
Round-robin basketball matches and Unified Doubles
events in Badminton and Table Tennis stood out as strong
examples of inclusion in action. The sports activities also
drew enthusiastic support from volunteers, students,
and members of the public, contributing to a vibrant and
encouraging atmosphere.

The sports competitions concluded with a dignified Closing
Ceremony held on October 11th, 2025, at the Indoor
Stadium, Campal, Panjim. Distinguished guests including
Shri Sadanand Shet Tanavade, Member of Parliament (Rajya
Sabha), Goa; Mr. Subhash Phaldessai, Hon’ble Minister
for Social Welfare, Government of Goa; Mr. Guruprasad
Pawaskar, Disability Commissioner, Government of Goa; Dr.
(Mrs.) Mallika Nadda, President, Special Olympics Bharat;
Mrs. Chitra Shah, Vice President, Special Olympics Bharat; and
Ms. Ragini Sridharan, Director of Social Welfare, Puducherry,
joined athletes and organizers in celebrating achievements
and reaffirming the mission of inclusion.



PURPLE SPORTS

Women’s Blind Cricket Tournament

he Women'’s Blind Cricket Tournament was organised by the Blind Cricket Association Goa, creating a national-level
platform for blind women cricketers to compete, excel, and be celebrated. Conducted over two days on October 10th
and 11th, 2025, the tournament reinforced the festival’'s commitment to inclusive sport and women’s empowerment.

A total of 96 women athletes participated, with six inter-state teams competing in a Senior Women Inter-State format.
The teams were divided into two groups: Group A comprising Goa, Uttar Pradesh, and Gujarat, and Group B comprising
Rajasthan, Kerala, and Maharashtra.

Following competitive league matches, Gujarat emerged as the winner of Group A, while Rajasthan topped Group B. The
final match saw Rajasthan defeat Gujarat, securing the championship title of the Women’s Blind Cricket Tournament.

Marked by high levels of skill, determination, and sportsmanship, the tournament stood as a strong expression of inclusive
sporting excellence. It played a meaningful role in advancing the vision of IPFG 2025, celebrating ability, resilience, and
opportunity for women with visual impairments.
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| Run Inclusion Marathon

Organised by Adventures Beyond
Barriers Foundation (ABBF)

International Purple Fest 2025 | Goa |
October 9-12, 2025

he | Run Inclusion Marathon,

organised by the Adventures
Beyond Barriers Foundation (ABBF),
brought together persons with and
without disabilities to run side by side.
Rooted in ABBF’s vision of creating an
inclusive world through adventure and
sport, the run celebrated accessibility,
equality, and shared achievement.

Participantstook partin3km,5km,and
7 km runs, with staggered start times
ensuring safety and accessibility. The
Inclusion Run saw participation from
1,732 runners, including 395 persons
with disabilities, 1,337 persons without
disabilities, along with volunteers and
ABBF staff. Runners represented 21
different disabilities, making the event
a vivid expression of inclusive thinking
in action.

More than a race, the | Run Inclusion
Marathon became a space of joy,
visibility, and belonging where first-
time runners crossed the finish line
with pride, families felt welcomed,
and differences dissolved into shared
purpose. It stood as a living reminder
that when everyone runs together,
inclusion moves forward.
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National Football
Championship of the Deaf

he National Football Championship of the B GHIP

Deaf was successfully held in Goa during the 1 iy
International Purple Fest 2025, in collaboration with
the All India Sports Council of the Deaf and the Goa
Sports Council of the Deaf (GSCD). The championship
brought together 12 teams representing 11 States
and one team from Delhi, reflecting the growing
strength and reach of deaf sports in India.

The tournament concluded with Kerala emerging
as Champions, Goa securing the position of 1st
Runner-Up, and Karnataka finishing as 2nd Runner-
Up.

The championship marked a historic milestone
for Goa, which hosted the National Deaf Football
Championship after a gap of 28 years, the last
being in 1997. Adding to the significance, Team Goa
delivered an outstanding performance on home
ground, earning the 1st Runner-Up position along
with a trophy and cash prize—a moment of pride
for the state and the deaf sporting community.

Wheelchair Basketball Championship

October 9-12, 2025

he Wheelchair Basketball Championship for Men was organized during the International Purple Fest 2025, reflecting the

festival’s commitment to inclusion, accessibility, and para sports. The championship was conducted by the Wheelchair
Basketball Federation of India (WBFI) in collaboration with the Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities and
the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Government of Goa.

Four state teams Karnataka, Delhi, Tamil Nadu, and Pondicherry participated in the championship, which followed a round-
robin format, allowing each team to compete against all others. After a series of competitive matches, Karnataka secured first
place, followed by Delhi in second position, Tamil Nadu in third, and Pondicherry in fourth.

The matches were marked by high levels of skill, teamwork, and sportsmanship, and received enthusiastic support from local
communities, dignitaries, and festival attendees. In addition to the on-court action, cultural evenings and recreational activities
added vibrancy to the overall experience, encouraging interaction and camaraderie among participants.

The Wheelchair Basketball Championship contributed meaningfully to the inclusive sporting landscape of the International
Purple Fest 2025, celebrating athletic excellence and participation in an accessible and supportive environment.
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PURPLE RAIN

he evenings of the International

Purple Fest — Goa 2025 came
alive under the spell of Purple Rain
a captivating series of performances
that illuminated the main stage with
talent, passion, and inclusivity. Artists
with and without disabilities shared
the spotlight, creating moments of
pure magic through music, dance,
and theatre. Each performance
celebrated the spirit of unity and
expression, proving that art knows
no boundaries. The nights truly
shimmered with energy, emotion,
and the vibrant rhythm of inclusion
that defined the heart of the fest.
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Performances by
Students of Special
Schools

Each day at the International Purple Fest Goa
2025 began and ended with joy, rhythm, and
boundless enthusiasm as students fromvarious
special schools across Goa took to the stage
with their dance performances. Trained and
choreographed by the Victory Arts Foundation,
a team from Shiamak Davar’s institute, the
children showcased their incredible talent,
confidence, and spirit. Their performances,
spread across all four days of the fest, were
a true celebration of inclusion and creativity
filling the atmosphere with smiles, applause,
and unforgettable energy.

Mayuri Atre

A performance that radiated joy, rhythm,
and inclusion, Mayuri Atre, a singer with
visual impairment from Pune, captivated
the audience with her soulful voice. A top
7 finalist of Sur Nava Dhyas Nava (Colors
Marathi, 2022) and a participant of Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa Little Champs (Zee Marathi, 2008), her
performance at the International Purple Fest
Goa 2025 was a true celebration of talent and
spirit.




PURPLE RAIN

We are One

We Are One , an award-winning
wheelchair dance group founded
by artists with disabilities, delivered
a wonderful performance at
Purple Fest. Through synchronized
choreography and expressive
movement, they transformed wheels
into instruments of art, challenging
perceptions and redefining dance.
Their performance was a powerful
celebration of inclusion, resilience,
and the universal language of
creativity.

Eastern
Brook Band

Eastern Brook Band from Meghalaya,
a talented ensemble of visually
impaired musicians, delivered a
captivating performance at Purple
Fest. Blending soulful melodies with
vibrant rhythms, the band showcased
exceptional musical skill and stage
presence. Their performance
resonated deeply with the audience,
reflecting passion, harmony, and
artistic excellence. More than just
music, Eastern Brook’s presence on
stage was a celebration of ability,
confidence, and the transformative
power of inclusion.
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Palak Muchal and
Palash Muchal

A captivating performance by Palak
and Palash Muchhal, celebrated
for their musical talent and soulful
renditions. Their performance at
the International Purple Fest Goa
2025 added melody and vibrancy to
the fest, delighting audiences and
showcasing the power of music in
connecting hearts and celebrating
inclusion.




PURPLE RAIN

Anvi Jhanjharia

An awe-inspiring performance by
AnviJhanjharia, affectionately known
as the “Rubber Girl of India”. A young
yoga champion from Surat, Gujarat,
Anvi has overcome Down syndrome,
Hirschsprung’s disease, and a
congenital heart defect to win over
51 medals in yoga, mastering more
than 200 asanas. Her performance
at the International Purple Fest Goa
2025 was truly unforgettable.

Vishwas Vk

Vishwas K S from Bengaluru delivered
a wonderful and inspiring dance
performanceatPurpleFest.Anational-
level swimming champion who lost
both his hands in an accident at the
age of ten, he has won 17 medals for
India and excelled in martial arts and
dance. His performance reflected
resilience, passion, and extraordinary
determination, leaving the audience
deeply inspired.
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Zuaibh Khan

Zuhaib Khan, a talented singer,
songwriter, and music producer
trained under the Banaras Gharana,
delivered a soulful performance at
Purple Fest. Having worked on film
projects like O My Ghost and Ram
Setu and participated in shows such
as The Voice of India, he broughtarich
blend of classical and contemporary
music to the stage, captivating the
audience with his versatility and
depth.

Ankita Sehdev

Ankita Sahadev, a talented singer
with visual impairment, delivered
a wonderful performance at Purple
Fest, mesmerizing the audience with
her soulful voice. Her performance
filled the venue with emotion and
grace, leaving a lasting impression on
everyone present.




PURPLE RAIN

Mallakhamba

Talented children from Shri B. D. Tatti
Memorial Charitable Trust, Bengaluru
delivered a remarkable Mallakhamba
performance at the International
Purple Fest Goa 2025. The boys
and girls with hearing impairment
showcased exceptional strength,
balance, and coordination through
the traditional art of pole gymnastics.
Their performance was a powerful
display of discipline, teamwork, and
determination, earning enthusiastic
applause from the audience.

.'_:_:. o PYSeeEn

Shining Starts

Shining Stars Band, a Delhi-based
multi-genre music group comprising
talented musicians with disabilities,
delivered an energetic performance
at Purple Fest. Blending diverse

L]
111 musical styles with confidence and
e professionalism, the band showcased
é -2 exceptional artistry while promoting

’ inclusion through music. Having
performed at prestigious venues
such as the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
their presence added vibrancy
and inspiration to the celebration,

reflecting the power of talent beyond
barriers.

The Shin
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PURPLE RAIN

Victory Arts Foundation

Victory Arts Foundation, from Shiamak Davar’s Institute for the Performing Arts, delivered a vibrant and inclusive performance
at Purple Fest. The team collaborated with students with disabilities from Goa, training them intensively for a month to
prepare a synchronized and high-energy act.

The performance reflected dedication, teamwork, and artistic excellence, bringing together professional dancers and young
performers on one stage. It stood as a powerful example of how structured training, mentorship, and the performing arts can
create confidence, inclusion, and shared celebration.



PURPLE RAIN

Shekarnath
Qureshi

Shikhar Naad Qureshi, acclaimed
percussionist and music producer,
delivered an electrifying performance
at the International Purple Fest Goa
2025. Son of percussion maestro
Taufig Qureshi and grandson of
tabla legend Ustad Allarakha, he
blends Indian classical rhythms with
contemporary fusion. His high-energy
act added vibrant musical depth to
the celebration.

Vijay Prakash

Renowned playback singer Vijay
Prakash delivered an electrifying
performance at the International
Purple Fest Goa 2025, headlining the
“Purple Rain” concert. As a featured
artist celebrating inclusion and
diversity, he captivated the audience
with his powerful vocals and dynamic
stage presence, turning the evening
into a memorable celebration of
music and empowerment.
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PURPLE RAIN

Chayanit The Chosen One

Chayanit — The Chosen Ones, a Delhi NCR-based band of neurodivergent and disabled musicians founded by drummer Chayan
Taneja and pianist Devanga Bidrum Kalita, delivered a truly mind-blowing performance that left the audience spellbound.
Blending rock, Bollywood, and Western classical music, the band’s electrifying stage presence and powerful musical synergy
beautifully reflected their mission of inclusion, talent, and limitless potential.



PURPLE RAIN

Prashant Rout

Hailing from rural Odisha, Prashant
Kumar Rout is an acclaimed artist
and Sabal Awardee known for
his inspiring performances and
tireless advocacy for Persons with
Disabilities. A proud representative
of Odisha’s rich cultural heritage,
he has consistently promoted
traditional and contemporary dance
while mentoring young artists in his
community.

At the International Purple Fest,
he emerged as one of the major
highlights of the event. His deeply
moving performance left the
audience emotional and spellbound,
powerfully  reflecting resilience,
talent, and the transformative spirit
of art.
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and Zitar alongside drums and guitar, Swaraag

created an infectious rhythm that turned the evening into a joyous musical celebration, making the entire audience dance to

a premier Jaipur-based Indo-Western fusion band set the stage ablaze with their vibrant performance at Purple Fest.
their beats.

Seamlessly blending Rajasthani folk, Sufi melodies, and modern rock, the band’s electrifying energy had everyone on their

feet.
With the dynamic use of traditional instruments like the Khartal, Morchang,

Swaraag

Swaraag,
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surmayi Sham

Goa’s own Surmayi Shaam added a touch of elegance to the evening with their outstanding performance. Their soulful
melodies and graceful stage presence created a mesmerizing atmosphere, making the celebration even more special and
memorable for the audience.
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PURPLE RAIN

Sona Mahopatra

Sona Mahopatra, a Bollywood singer
anda dynamicperformer,tookPurple
Fest to the next level with her high-
energy performance. Her electrifying
stage presence and powerful moves
captivated the audience, making the
event unforgettable.

Sara Dalal

Hailing from Goa, Sara delivered
a wonderfully soulful set that
mesmerized the audience. Her
expressive vocals and emotive
singing conveyed deep feeling and
artistry, demonstrating that talent
transcends barriers. Every note
resonated, leaving the audience
spellbound and deeply connected to
her performance.




PURPLE RAIN

Anik Dessal

Hailing from Goa, India, DJ Anik is a
celebrated DJ and remixer known for
his exceptional talent and versatility.
At Purple Fest, Anik Dessai set the
stage on fire, getting the entire
audience moving and grooving to
his infectious rhythms, creating
an unforgettable high-energy
experience.

Resham Talwar

Resham delivered a graceful and
captivating performance at Purple
Fest, showcasing her versatility
as a voice-over artist, singer, and
performer. Her talent and expressive
presence mesmerized the audience,
leaving a lasting impression of
elegance and artistry.
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PURPLE RAIN

/ Notes

One of Goa’s most popular and celebrated bands, The Seven Notes Band turned the entire venue into a pulsating celebration of
music. Their dynamic, high-energy performance blended contemporary and traditional Goan influences, compelling everyone
to dance and sing along. The band’s charisma and musical synergy truly elevated the festival atmosphere.



PURPLE RAIN

Basuri and Bliss

This instrumental ensemble created
a soothing and soulful musical
experience, captivating the audience
with intricate melodies and seamless
coordination. Their performance
blended classical and contemporary
elements, allowing listeners to
immerse themselves in a serene yet
powerful atmosphere, highlighting
the emotional power of instrumental
music.
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PURPLE RAIN

Disabilitly Alliance

PwDs from Goa showcased the richness of
local culture through vibrant folk dances. Their
performances celebrated Goan traditions while
highlighting the talent, discipline, and creativity of
performers with disabilities. Each act told a story,
leaving the audience inspired by the power of
inclusion and cultural pride.




PURPLE RAIN

Little People

PwDs from Goa showcased the richness of
local culture through vibrant folk dances. Their
performances celebrated Goan traditions while
highlighting the talent, discipline, and creativity of
performers with disabilities. Each act told a story,
leaving the audience inspired by the power of
inclusion and cultural pride.

@ S20C - VOO ‘L1S34 31dd¥Nd TVYNOILVNYILNI



@ INTERNATIONAL PURPLE FEST, GOA - 2025

PURPLE RAIN

Manasi Gosh

IndianldolwinnerManasiGhoshenthralled
the audience with her exceptional vocal
range and stage charisma. Her soulful
and powerful renditions captivated
every corner of the venue, infusing the
festival with glamour, energy, and star-
quality performances that left a lasting
impression.




PURPLE RAIN

Miracle on Wheels

True to their name, this performance was
nothing short of spectacular. Combining
skill, creativity, and energy, the artists
delivered a mind-blowing display of talent
and innovation, leaving the audience
awestruck and celebrating the limitless
possibilities of performance art.
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NOT JUST STARS ON EARTH, BUT STARS BY
THE SHORE - SITARE ZAMEEN PAR LIGHTING UP
AT INTERNATIONAL PURPLE FEST WITH JOY

PURPLE FUN

TRAVELLING ZUMBA
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PURPLE FUN

Soul Travelling: Nature walk and Heritage Walk

"

J—-—n’
f ;

he International Purple Fest Goa 2025

highlighted inclusive and accessible tourism
through two specially curated Soul Travelling
experiences the Chorao Island Experience and the
Fontainhas Heritage Walk, both experiences were
designed with wheelchair-friendly routes, guided
support, and sensitised volunteers to ensure comfort
for all participants.

Ahead of the Fest, Soul Travelling ambassadors
underwent disability awareness and sign-language
sensitisation training. Over four days, hundreds of
participants, including persons with disabilities,
engaged in these cultural experiences, showcasing
Goa’s commitment to inclusive, community-oriented
tourism.




PURPLE FUN

Zumba Activity

A n energetic Zumba session was conducted every morning from 9th to 12th October, creating a vibrant and joyful start to
the day. Filled with high spirits and infectious enthusiasm, the activity drew a large crowd of participants and volunteers
who joined in with equal excitement.

The sessions were lively, playful, and inclusive, transforming the space into a celebration of movement, rhythm, and
togetherness—proving that fitness can be fun, accessible, and empowering for all.
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Drum Circle and Art Circle

hythm became a language of inclusion at the Drum Circle and Art Circle, a vibrant fun activity organised by Glad
People Association during the International Purple Fest. Using the powerful beats of djembe drums, participants came
together to create music that transcended words, abilities, and boundaries.

The circle resonated with energy, joy, and collective expression, as each beat reflected unity and shared emotion. Alongside
the rhythm, the Art Circle provided a space for free artistic expression, allowing creativity to flow through colours, forms, and
imagination. Together, music and art created a sensory experience that celebrated participation over perfection.

This activity beautifully embodied the spirit of the Purple Fest—where inclusion is not just practiced, but felt. The Drum and
Art Circle stood as a reminder that when creativity is shared, everyone finds a place in the rhythm.




PURPLE FUN

Drum Circle and Art Circle
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PURPLE FUN

Biodiversity Walk

thoughtfully curated Biodiversity Walk was organised to offer persons with disabilities a meaningful
connection with nature. Conducted by Aranya Foundation, the walk introduced participants to the vibrant
bird life of Goa, with experts guiding them in spotting birds and sharing insights into their habitats and behaviours.

Held daily at the Panjim Garden, the initiative attracted growing participation each day. Designed to be completely accessible,
the walk ensured an inclusive, enriching, and immersive experience—celebrating nature, learning, and accessibility coming

together seamlessly.




PURPLE FUN

Purple
Boat Cruise

he International Purple Fest Goa

2025 featured a dedicated boat
cruise experience for persons with
disabilities, offering an accessible
and enjoyable outing on the scenic
waters of Goa. Participants of all
ages joined the cruise, enjoying
music, dancing and a lively on-board
atmosphere. Wheelchair users and
individuals with mobility challenges
were assisted by trained volunteers
to ensure their safety and comfort
throughout the activity. The Royal
Cruises team coordinated the event
smoothly, making the cruise a
memorable and inclusive experience
for everyone involved.
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PURPLE FUN

Water Sports Activities

he Water Sports activities at the Purple Fest offered an exhilarating and inclusive experience

through jet skiing, scuba diving, and parasailing. Carefully planned with safety and accessibility at
the forefront, these adventures enabled persons with disabilities to engage confidently with the sea.
Supported by trained professionals, the activities celebrated courage, freedom, and the joy of participation.
Each moment on the water reflected the spirit of the Purple Fest—breaking barriers and creating unforgettable
experiences for all.




PURPLE FUN

Para Sailing Jet Skiing
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Status of Assessment Tools for Adult PwiDs
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he Purple Exhibition Zone blossomed into a vibrant,

inclusive marketplace with over a hundred exhibition
stalls and food courts managed by persons with and
without disabilities. The zone showcased a rich spectrum
of talent—featuring artisans, entrepreneurs, and renowned
organisations presenting assistive devices, prosthetic limbs,
accessibility solutions, self-help group products, handmade
accessories, home-crafted items, and much more. Each stall
carried its own story of skill, creativity, and empowerment,
transforming the entire space into a celebration of innovation
and inclusive enterprise. It was not just an exhibition—it was

CVAT Chechlist — Implemanting
Vi o mepichrnins: ek ot Yk
Bttt

a testament to the remarkable abilities and entrepreneurial
spirit that define the heart of the International Purple Fest.

T he Purple Exhibition was a hub of innovation and creativity,
featuring over 90 stalls showcasing the work of NGOs,
artisans, and individuals with and without disabilities.
Visitors explored a wide range of assistive technologies,
wheelchair innovations, adaptive products, and inclusive
solutions, highlighting advancements that empower and
enable people of all abilities. The exhibition offered a unique
opportunity to experience innovation in action, fostering
awareness, inspiration, and inclusion.
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State Commission " URITED HATIENS
for Persons with Ty
Disabilities - Goa

CLOSING CEREMONY

he Closing Ceremony of the International Purple Fest Goa 2025 was held on 12th October 2025, marking the successful

conclusion of India’s largest inclusive festival. The ceremony was graced by Shri Pusapati Ashok Gajapati Raju, Hon’ble
Governor of Goa; Dr Pramod Sawant, Chief Minister of Goa; Shri Shripad Naik, Hon’ble Minister of State for New and Renewable
Energy; Shri Shombi Sharp, UN Resident Coordinator, United Nations India; Shri Subhash Phal Dessai, Hon’ble Minister for the
Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities; along with Shri Prasanna Acharya, Secretary, DEPwD; Smt Varsha
Naik, Director, DEPwD; Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar, State Commissioner for PwDs, Shri Taha Haaziq, Secretary, SCPwD;. The event
celebrated the achievements of the festival, highlighted impactful initiatives, and featured cultural performances, leaving a
lasting message of inclusion, accessibility, and empowerment.
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Panaiji: The Intfemational
Purple Fest Goa
2025, India's premier
celebration of the rights
and achievements of
persons with disabilities,
will be held from Qctobar
810 12 in Goa. Organized
by the Department
of Empowerment af
Persons with Disabilities
(DEPwD), Office of the
State Gommissioner for
Parsons with Disabililies,
Government of Goa, in
collabaration with the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment
and the United Nations
in India, this yaar's
edilion wil focus on the
themea "Think Indusive
- Advancing Inclusion
thraugh Uiniversal Design
far Everyone.” The
Enterainment Society of
Goa (ESG) will serve as
the official venue partnar
for the avenl.
Registrations for the
‘avent are now apen
thraugh the Internatonal
Purple Fest Goa mobile
app, avaitable via the

< Goemkarp

official website hitps/
purplefest.goa.gov.in
far both Android and
08 users. Paricipants
are encouraged to
register early o access
the schedule, venue
information, and
exclusive content.
Spaaking at the
announcament, Chief
Ministar Dr. Pramod
Sawan! emphasized that
Purple Fest has become
a platiorm where avery
voice is valued. He said
tha focus on Univarsal
Design this year aims
to redefine inclusion
not just as a policy
goal but as a practical
design philosophy that

onmn
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International Purple Fest Goa 2025 to Champion
Universal Ilesmn and Rural Inclusion from October 9-12

ensures accessibility
in all spheres af lile,
from cilies lo villages.
Miréster Subhash Phal
Dassai highlighted the
Fest's sirong focus an
rural inclusion, noting
thal persons with
disabililies in villages
face unique challenges
in haalthcara, sducation,
and transportation
Through dedicated
sessions and a Rural
Inclusion Conference,
the Fest aims to spotlight
thesa challenges and
offer scalable, practical
sahutions.

State Commissionar
for Persons with
Disabilities, Guruprasad

Pawaskar, staled that
Purple Fest 2025 is mare
than just an event—il

is a movement 1o bring
visibility to the real-[ifa
expensences of persons
with disabilities and guide
inclusive palicymaking
across Goa. The Fest

will feature interactive
zones and exhibils 1o
demonstrate reakworld
applications of Univarsal
Design across areas like
infrastruciure, transport,
education, and banking. A
Univarsal Dasign Pavilion
will showease inclusive
salutions, while a Desgn
tor All Challenge® wil
Invite students and
innovalors 1o propose

impactiul ideas for pubic
Bpaces,

The Fesl will also
include the Purpla
Conference and Furple
Think Tank, which will
host discussaons on
palicy, rural inclusion,
leadership, and cross-
sactaral implementation
of Universal Design.

The Purple Exhibition
will dhsplay over 100
stalls fealunng assislive
lechrology, products, and
sarvices created by or lor
parsons with disabilitias,
Purple Kaleidoscope
will celebrate aristic
expression through visual
arts. music, and dance,
while Purple Rain will

feature poweriul stage
performances by arfists
with disabilities.

For recreation and
engagemen, Purple Fun
will offer inclusive Zumba
sessions, scenic cruise
rides, astronomy walks,
and drum circles, Purple
Sports will showcase
inclusive sparting evants
including a special
women's crickst mateh,
while Purple Strest will
bring public spaces
alive with mussg, arl
installations, workshops,
and Iwe performancas.

By emphasizing
Universal Design
and rural indlusion,
Purple Fest Goa 2025
aims fo calalyze real
change in how society
parcaives and suppons
accessibility.

More than justa
testival, il is a dynamic
celebration of crealivity,
empowerment, and
community, warking
toward a future whesa
Bueryone—regardiess
of ability or location -
can live with dignaty and
opporiunity.

MEDIA CLIPPINGS
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Purple Fest Inclusive Run to bring together
500 participants with and without disabilities

NT Reporter
Panaji

Goa will hest an 'Inclusive
Run’ on October 12 in Panaji
as part of the International
Purple Fest, with 500 parti-
cipants with and without dis-
abilities running side by side
to promaote inclusion.
“Purple Fest has become
a symbol of Goa's commit-
ment to inclusion and ac-
cessibility. This Inclusive Run
is a powerful way to show-
case how sports can unite
us, break barriers, and build
empathy across communit
ies, [twill leave a lasting mes-
sage that accessibility and
participation must be a part
of everyday life," said Social

Welfare Minister Subhash
Phal Dessai.
Guruprasad Pawaskar,

State Commissioner for Per-
sons with Disabilities, said
that the Purple Festis not just
an event, buta movement for
change. “The Inclusive Run is

Divyanshu Ganatra, Faunder
of ABBF, said they believe
sport has the power to break
all kinds of barriers.

a reminder that when peaple
with and without disabilities
come together as equals, so-
clety moves closer to true in-
clusivity,” he said

Divyanshu Ganatra,
Founder of ABBE, said they
believe sport has the power
to break all kinds of barriers
between people. The event
is being organised by Adven-
tres Beyond Barriers Found-
ation (ABBF), along with the
Oifice of the State Commis-
sioner for Persons with Dis-
abilities and the Department
of Empowerment for Persons
with Disabilities.

Brijesh Bhosle, 75

% blind, wins chess

tournament ahead of Purple Fest

NT Reporter
Panaji

FBrijesh Bhosle, a student
from the Naoonal Associ-
ation for the Blind (NAB)
in Goa, won first prize in a
chess toumament. He suf-
fers fram 75% visual impair-
melL

The competition was ot-
ganised as a pre-event to
the International Purple
Fest Goa 2025 by the Goa
Government and the Chess
Association of Goa.

More than 10 students
from MAB Goa's Sanm Croz
branch participated, along
with others with different dis-
ahilities from across the state
Another NAB Goa participant
was Devarsh Verma. Both

Mare than 10 students from NAB Goa's Santacruz branch
participated, along with others with different disabilities
from across tha state

Brijesh and Devarsh were
mamed by their chess eoach,
Sanjeev Patl

A representative  from
NAE Goa said they were
proud of the students, “This
win is not just about chess”
they said. *It shows courage,
hard work, and talent. Chur
students have shown that
real vision s not only with
the eyes”

NAB Goa also thanked
the Goa Government for
EVENL

this
help people with disabilit-
1es show their skills and feel

the
like

SUpportng
“Tournaments

confident.” they said.
“The chess event

ports PwDs,” he added.

has
made a strong start for the
coming Purple Fest 2025
and showed that Goa sup-
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@ INTERNATIONAL PURPLE FEST, GOA - 2025

CJI Gavai invited to International
Purple Fest Goa 2025

NI Repurtee
Panaji
'The Office of the State Com-
missioner for Persons with
Disabilities [SCPwD), Goa,

< Goemkarponn

07 Aug 2025 - Page &

TNAE SOCHNANS AL BAEE

International Purple Fest Goa 2025
Unveils 21 Purple Ambassadors to
Champion Inclusion IIII] ﬂGBESSIDIlIW

Team Goemkarponn

Panaji: The stage is set

in collaboration with the De- for India’s largest and most
inclusive celebration of
gfﬂ;;:::lsmm%':‘]& i ability and accessibilty, \
as International Purple “e AR
(DEPwD), extended a warm Fest - Goa 2025 officially —1%
invitation to the Chief Justice announced its 21 Purple Persons with Disabilities, Ambassadors reflects

of India, Justice B R Gavai,
to be part of the Interna-
tional Parple Fest Goa 2025,
scheduled to take place in
Goa from October 9-12.

The festival brochure
was formally presented

The festival brochure was formally presented by Guruprasad
Pawaskar (State Commissioner, PwDs), Varsha Naik (Director,
DEPwD) and Taha Haazig {Secretary, SCPw),

semior  journalist Prakash

The occasion was also

Ambassadors. These
inspiring individuals —each
representing a unigue
disability—will lead the
movement for inclusivity at
the much-anticipated event
scheduled from Cctober @
to 12, 2025, in Goa.

The announcement

Government of Goa; Shri
Rajesh Aggarwal, |AS,
Secretary, Department
for Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities,
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment;

Mr. Shombi Sharp, UN
Resident Coordinatar

the spirit of grassroots
inclusion with majority
women representation,
participation from rural
India, and strong local
presance with three
ambassadors from Goa.
Each ambassador was
selected through a rigorous

by  Guruprasad _Pf"“'ﬁs' graced h‘yrﬂhlef |“5‘1°E10[ Rﬂm‘?h P’m'ft DS‘:"‘-'H was made at a special in India; and other nominalion process,
kar (State Commissioner, Bombay High Court, Justice (president, Disahility Al- event attended by key senior officials fram the recognizing individuals
PwDs), Varsha Naik (Dir- Alok Aradhe fustice Ma- liance for Inclusive Goa)l, dignitaries, including Government of Goa and with lived experience,
Eector, DEPWD] and Tsha hesh Sonak Justice Valmilkd Sadaf ¥han and Vishant Shri Subhash Phal partner organisations, leadership potential, and

Haaziq ( Secretary, SCPwD).

Menezes. Also present were

Magvekar.

Dessal, Hon'ble Minister
for Empowerment of

This year's
cohort of 21 Purple

a commitment to disability
advocacy.
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Panjim: The Inlernaticnal
Purple Fest Goa 2025,
laking place fram
October 812, i sat
1o spatight inclusion
lika never before. The
lesbval will leature 21
Purpla Ambassadors
represening avery
disability salegary
recognised under the
Rights of Persona wih
Dizabities {RPwD) Act,
2018, with a special focus
on spiral cord inpury.
Amang the ambassadors
are tree rom God
Sadiya Bandodkar, Sakshi
Kale, and Xerd Shaik
bringing local voices ta
Ihis global platform.
Minister for Socsal
Wallare Subhash Phal
Dessai laudad the
salection, saying, “Thasa
ambassadors reflect the
I spirit of Purgle Fi
2025, Their jourmeys
from sport to fashion
education o advocacy
show that inclusion is
empowarment, Goa is
proud o see s own
vores represented on the
intemnational slage.”
State Commiesioner
Ior Parsons with
Disablities Guruprasad
Pawaskar highlighted

08 Oct 2025 - Page §

International Purple Fest Goa25 Champions
Inclusion with 21 PwD Ambassadors

B 21 Ambassadors, including Goa’s Sadiya Bandodkar, Sakshi
Kale and Xerif Shaik, to Champion International Purple Fest'25.

the ambassadors’

leadership, noting that
they demonstrate how
persons with disabiities
are not just parficipants
but changa-makars.
“Through their ived
expetiences, Furple
Fest continues 1o show
how accessinilty can
ba implamented in
every village and town,
driving positve reforms

university administration
and sctively contributes

10 cammunity education
and outreach, Low-vision
para-athlete Sakshi Kale
has reprasented India
intemationally, inchuding at
thie Workd Para Alhietics
Champlorships in Parls
2025, and advocs
for adaptive coaching
and inclusive sports
infrastructure,

natonwics,” he said Beyend Goa,

The dors bring dors from

divarse sxpertsa and across India represent
From Goa pin sport, arl

Sadiya Bendidiar,
& heanng-impaired
entrepreneur, has made
amark In fashion
running Goa's first deaf-
led fashion stall and
plaacing as 2nd rurner-up
al the Mrs. India Deal
Fashion Contest 2023
Herif Shaik, living with
eevera haemophilia, has
25 yoars of experience
in electronics, IT, and

healih, palicy, sdvacacy,
and entrepreneurship.
Highlights include Canish
Mahajan, & visually
impaired broadcaster
from Punjab who runs
India’s first disabiity-

ied communidty radic,
Fadio Udaan: Suvama
Faj, a Delhi-hased
International para-athiate
and disabiity rights
activist who founded the

Wnﬁgmﬁqaﬁa?

uﬁwr%amf%mnﬁramﬁ
aaee A aega
AR wEs WE. WE,
o Nas TOER Tl
mﬁmnﬁmmaﬁa
dEEA  AEUET T
e FE T SETEEe R, W S e
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Para Sports Exceliance
Center; Pramodini Roul,
an acid sttack survivor
fram Cdisha working

an child protection and
advocacy; Mark Dharmal,
a Mumbsa-based para-
athleta mantaring
petsons with dwarfism
Jysti Sinha, @ sell-taught
Madhuban| antist from
Binar; Dr. Aditya Lohiya,
& doctor with cerebral
jpalsy advocating inclusive
madical education; Khushi
Ganatra, a whoelchair
athiete Trom Murmbai
promaoting vocational
Iraining; and Dr, Presihi
Shrinivagan, a gpinal
cord injury survivor

wiho founded India’s

lirst inbegrated spinal
renabilitation centra,
DOihar ambassadors

Baring expertise in
storytelling, Helusive
meaia, environmeantal
action, mental haaith,
disahility research, and
craative livelihcods,
collectively embodying
resilence, innovation, and
eadership. The lestival will
highiight how accessibility
can be inegrated into
evaryday lde, from
education and sports to
culture and pubkic policy

True development means inclusion,
says Sawant at Purple Fest finale

NT Reporter
Panaji

A developed society is one
that gives equal space to
everyone, said Chief Minis-
ter Pramod Sawant during
the closing ceremony of the
International Purple Fest in
Panaji on Sunday. Emphas-
ising the importance of sus-
mined inclusiviry, he said,
“True development means
giving equal space to every-
one, and the spirit of inclu-
sion must continue lang
after this event ends.”
Beflecting on the suc-
cess of the festival, the Chief
Minister said, "Over the past
few days, we have shown
the world what true inclu-
sion Inoks like. This festival
was about empowerment,
where  every  individual
found a platform to express
their talent, share their
story, and inspire others”
He said the spirt of
“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,

It's about seeing the waorld with our hearts, believing In
abilities, and recognising that every challenge brings new
possicilities, said Chief Minister Pramod Sawarnt

Sabka Vishwas™ was felr
throughout the event and
described the [fest as the
beginning of a larger move-
ment for inclusion across
the country and bevond
“It’s abour seeing the world
with our hearts, believing
inn abilides, and recognising
that every challenge brings
new possibilities,” he said.
As Education Minister,
he reaffirmed his commit-

change, and the spirt of
a new Indis—confident
compassionate, and inclus-
ive” He said that Goa proved
inclusion is not charity but
equity, empowerment, cel-
ebraden, and collaberaden.
“For the first time in In-
dia, we launched the Para
High Federation,” he said,
adding that accessibility
must be seen not as a cost
but as an asset. “The Purple
Ecomomy reminds us thar
persans  with  disabilities
are already contibudng—
innovating, inspiring, and
ment to ensuring that every  leading,” he said.
child and veuth in India has Unicn Minister of State
equal accesstelearning and  for New and Renewable
growth. "Education, paired  Energy, Shripad Naik, also
with empowerment, builds  praised the state's efforts,
respect and independence.  saying, "Goa has been atthe
This is the foundaton of  heart of representng inclu-
inclusion,” he said. Minis-  sion, accessibility, and em-
ter for the Empowerment powenment. Purple Fest has
of Persons with Disabilities,  grown into a movement—a
Subhash Phal Dessai, called  celebration  of  diversity
the festval “a celebration rooted in trust and collect-
of inclusion, the voice of  ive responsibility.
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Inclusion a constitutional obligation
not only act of l\mdness Governor

NI Reporter
Panaji

Stating that inclusion is not
an act of kindness, it is a
constitutional  obligation,
Governor Pusapat  Ashok
Gajapathi Raju during the
closing ceremony of the
International Purple Fest
held in Panaji on Sunday.
He called for collective
efforts o build an India
where  accessibility  and
equality become the norm
in every instfution and
every heart.

“Let us ensure that the
rights of all people continue
to shine in our schoals and
inour society,” the Governor
said, adding that the Purple
Fest is not justa celebration
but a manifestation of vis-
ion and purpose. "Persons
with disabiliies are not to
be pitied or excluded. They
are equal citizens, entitled

He called for collective efforts fo DUIld an Incia where
accessibility and equality become the narm.

to full rights, apportunities,
and represemation in all
areas of life”

He emphasised that in-
clusion must go bevond
policy and science. “Lead-
ership in inclusion is about
vision and wvalues. Your
warmth and compassion
showed that inclusion is not
just a principle, but a prac-
tee of empathy and action,”
he said.

Highlighting the role of
society, the Governor stated
that while governments
and laws are important,
the real soul of inclusion
lies within people. “Each
of us—as family members,
teachers, professionals, and
citizens—has a role to play
in buildmg a werld where
diversity is respected and
everyone gets o participate
equally.”
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Participants Embraced Goa’s Waters

infrastruciuse, this

ith adaptive
and
trained suppert

‘teams, Purple Fest has
roduolined how Parsons
with Disabiities (PwD's)
engage with mainstream
acvoriure sports.

At the Nasonal
Institute of YWaler Spors
in Caranzalem, Talaigao
& quiet rovalution unfolds,
The sound ol weves
mizas with aughter and
chears as participants
with cisabilities take 1o the
watars, parasailing, jet
sking, and scuba diving,
23 part o the

aclive padicipation
Araptive hamesses,
wovessile ramps, and
specialised briefing
[rOAICOiS BNSUTE
[parficipants are not
margly accomemodated
It empawened 1o angage
indopendarhy,

Minigtor for Socel
‘Wellare Subhash Phal
Desszal, who oversees the
actity, caks it a detining
momenit for inclusie
tourism.

“No one imagined that

Purple Fest 2035,

Of course, i was all
mbout adventure, but 8
eiso shifted the fosus
on accassibiity. With
structred salety measures
and frainad adaptive
support teams, the intistive
posilions advenlure sgarty
B5 3N inClsive expeience.
Nt an ewclusive thrill
reserved for a lew

Uniike tradiioral
accassibiity drives
that focus solely on

persans wilh
would go scuba diving or
parasailing. Today, with
propor inlrastruciure and
intent, it has basn made
possible. We want Goa
o stand as & moded for
inclusive touriam whers
acdveriture s within mach
for sveryone,” Mnister lor
Socal Wellare Subhash
Phal Dessal said.

For many paticpants,
i is their list aste of
adveniura sports. With
superviscry matrustors

providing technical
fuidance withoul curbing
the exctement, the
asmosphers reflects that
of any water

youlh representative.
“This is rmy first time
doing water spoets,” he
says, overjoyed. “The

ity hero is

#parts arsna; confident,
enargelic. and free
from evarprotocton or
spectacle

The cast of the hit
Baollywood film 'Sitaara
Zameen Par', war prasent
& the venue |cined the
parbcipants on fa watar
and in conversation

“This experience was
beyond what we expactad
W completed parasading
and et siing lor the first
tima, and it fel ks baing
part ol a regular adventure
walivity, which is exactly
how it should be" said
Narnan Mishra wha has
acted in the movie/

Among tha many first
fimers was a 14-year-
old Prathamesh Sinha.
A matnational spasker
and brand ambassadas of
ALIMCO ard Thinkerball,
e is atending this
yoar's infemakonal
Purpie Faat 2025 8% &

practical and not st
symhalic. The systams
put In place allowed us o
participate and not just by
mane spectars.”

The advantura spors
achvity is axacuted in
coordination with the
Tinkesh Abilfty Foundatiar:
which adagis aquipmant
and rains the support
craw o ensura nclusive
angagarment

“We designed this
initiative fo remove typical
barfiens 1o advantisne
sports, With hundreds
alraady participatng. this
s jusi the starfing painl.”
says Sydensinica Gaulam,
Founder and Chairpersan
of the: foundation.

As the sesson ended
what slood out was nat the
navalty of the avent, but
the ponnaley with which

fuar

Thee true success of
this initiatve lies in its
approach, not s spectacle.
By prioriksing praclical
accessibility, independant
partcipation, and
proper suppant sygberrs,

could engage.
Iaughnu competing and
calabealing withaut any

Purpte Faest
2025 has paved the way
for making adveniure

sparts iridy Inclusive,

This mods! shows that
with planning, intent, and
infrastruciure, persans with
disabiiilies zan lully engsge
in actiities previously
considared out of reach,
asiling & banchmark lor
inclusive tourism and
adaptive recreation bayond
the shares ol Goa.
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The Navhind Times

Purple Fest to take inclusion beyond
urban areas with village voices

Rural Purple Ambassadors to put their stories, struggles and ideas in focus

NT Reporter
Panaji

For the first time, voices
from Goa's villages will
lead the conversation on
disability and inclusion at
the Intemational Purple
Fest Goa 2025, said State
Commissioner for Per-
sons  with  Disabilities,
Guruprasad Pawaskar
“This year the festival will
feature Purple Ambassad-
ors from rural areas, bring-
ing stories, struggles, and
ideas from the heart of the
country. They will show that
people with disabilities in
villages also have dreams,
talents, and solutions. Their
presence shows an import-
ant tuth: inclusion must

More than 1, 300 people will recehre alds and appliances
waorth nearly Rs 2 crore (Fife photo)

reach every corner, not just
cities but villages and rural
communities too,” he said.

Purple Fest will be held
from October 9 to 12. The
festival, supported by
the United Natons, will
host  participants  from
over 30 countries,

“This yvear PwDs will get

@ INTERNATIONAL PURPLE FEST, GOA - 2025

to try adventure sports like
scuba diving and parasail-
ing for the first time. This
shows that accessibility is
possible not just on land,
but also in water and air”
Pawaskar said.

The festival will feature
conferences,  exhibitions,
film screenings, music con-

certs, art shows, and sports
— all designed for full ac-
cessibility. The venue will
be equipped with Bluetooth
beacons for indoor naviga-
tion, speech- o text services,
audio descriptions for the
visually impaired, and QR
code-based information.
More than 1,300 people
will receive aids and ap-
pliances worth nearly Ris 2
crore. Accessible vans will
provide transport, 150 pub-
lic places across Goa have
been made accessible, and
wheelchair-friendly  rick-
shaws are being introduced.
Special attractions  in-
clude Purple Rain concerts,
Purple Street performances,
and Purple Kaleidoscope
an shows, along with spaces

feSaRTAT W Aeht, el &

like the Universal Design
Pavilion and Purple Ex-
penence Zone. The Design
for All Challenge will see
students and  innovators
present inclusive solutions.

“From cricket matches
and Zumba sessions 1o
drum circles, cruise rides,
and astronomy walks, there
is something for everyone,”
said Pawaskar. “But in the
end, the biggest success of
Purple Pest is not the num-
ber of events or people at-
tending. It is the change in
thinking. Society is slowly
becoming more open, more
caring and more ready 1o
build a world where every-
one can live with dignity
— whether in a big city or a
small village”
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Goa sets example in disability inclusion at Purple Fest 2025

Team Herald

PANJIM: The third edition
of the International Pur-
ple Fest 2025 concluded in
Panjim with an inspiring
call to continue building
an Inchsive and equitable
soclety for persons with
disabilittes, The festival was
organised by the Depart-

ment for Empowerment of

Persons with Disabilities
and the Office of the State

Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilitles, Govern-
ment of Goa, in collabor-

ton with the Ministry of

Social Justice and Empow-
erment and U nlted Natlons
Indim It brought together
dignitaries, performers,

and delegates from across
Indlaand abroad

Chief guest and Gowver-
nor of Goa, Pusapati Ashak
Gajapathi Raju, praised the
Ir.mslurmiug

festhval  Jor

Panjim into a "city of inclu-
sion,” noting that It sym-

bolised umity, dignity, and

empowerment,

International Purple Fest'25

Concludes with Strong Commitment to

T mk nn

PANAJI: The third edition
of International Purple
Fest 2025 wrapped up

in Goa, celabrating the
stale's growing Purple
Movement as a national
example of accessibility,
empowerment, and
equality for Persons with
Disabilities (PwDs). The
festival was organized

by the Department

for Empowerment of
Persons with Disabililies,
Government of Goa,

in partnership with the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment and
United Nations India

The closing ceremony
fealured key leaders
including Governor of Goa
Pusapati Ashok Gajapathi
Raju. Governor of Kerala
Rajendra Arlekar, Chief
Minister Dr. Pramod
Sawant, Union Minister

r

Shripad Naik, and Goa's
Minister for Social Welfare
Subhash Phal Dessal,
The Governor of Goa
praised the fastival as

a symbol of unity and
inclusion, stressing that
persons with disabilities
are rights holders, not
charity recipients. The
Governor of Kerala
highlighted the importance
of providing opportunities
rather than sympathy.,
while the Chief Minister
noted the growth of

a “Purple Economy”
where inclusion supports
economic progress.

Over four days, the fest
showcased workshops,
cultural events, and
discussions focused

on empowerment and
inclusion. A special
convention by Tata Steel

ensunng no one is left
behind.

The final day also
featured a session on
Parkinson's disease
awarenass, highlighting
the need for stronger
support systems.
Twenty-one Purpla
Ambassadors were
honored, and the festival
closed with vibrant cultural
performances and the
launch of the Purple
Newsletter.

Minister Subhash
Phal Dessal thanked all
involved, calling the fest
a “heartbeat of inclusion”
that reflects Goa's
leadership in bullding a
more inclusive society,
International Purple Fest
2025 marks a significant
step forward in promoting
inclusion, education, and

Foundation emp
extending disability
initiatives to rural areas,

employ opportunities
for Persons with
Disabilities across India.

“Persons

with disabilities are ot
recipients of charity. but
holders of rights” he sald,
commending the State Gov-
ernment and Chiel Minister
Pramod Sawant for setting
o national exnmple in acces-
sibility and empowe rment
Guest of honour, Rajendm
Adekar, Governor of Kerala
described the fest a5 “a mes-
soge of empowerment and
equality” emphasising that
persois with d sabilities seek

oppartunities, not sympathy

The four-day celebration
featured cultuml perfor
mances, workshops, and
intersctive zones designed
to promote empowerment
and  opportunity. Social
Welfare Minlster Subhash
PhalDessal described the
event as “the leartbeat
of inclusion,” showcasing
Goa's leadership In foster-
ing collaboration, creativity,
and compasslon

Purple Fest 2025
ends with call for
inclusive growth

THE GOAN | NETWORK

PANAJI

The third edition of the In-
temational Purple Fest 2025
concluded in Panaji on Sun-
day, with leaders reaffirming
their commitment to inclusive
education, employment, and
accessibility for persons with
disabilities (PwDs).

Organised by the Depart-
ment for Empowerment of Per-
sons with Disabilities and the
Office of the State Commission
er for Persons with Disabilities
in partnership with the Minis-
try of Social Justice and Em-
powerment and the United Na-
tions India, the four-day event
brought together delegates,
policymakers, and performers
from across India and abroad.

Goa Governor Pusapati
Ashok Gajapathi Raju, Kerala
Governor  Rajendra  Arlekar,
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant,
Union Minister Shripad Naik,
and Social Welfare Minister
Subhash Phal Dessai were
among the dignitaries present
at the closing ceremony.

Governor Raju said the Pur-
ple Fest had turned Panaji into

a “symbol of unity, dignity,
and inclusion,” adding that
persons with disabilities must
be recognised as holders of
rights, not recipients of char-
ity. Governor Arlekar empha-
sised that PwDs seek opportu
nities, not sympathy, and that
inclusion should translate into
real participation and respect.

Chief Minister Sawant said
Goa had emerged as a nation-
al model of inclusion, where
accessibility and opportunity
drive both social and econom
ic growth, “Education em
powers, employment digni-
fies, and {ogether they create
independence — the founda-
tion of inclusion,” he said.

I'he festival’s inale includ-
ed the felicitation of 21 Pur-
ple Ambassadors, the launch
of the Purple Newsletter, and
cultural performances by spe-
clal schools and groups such
as Miracle on Wheels and Vic-
tory Arts Foundation.

The event ended with a call
to sustain the momentum of
Goa's growing Purple Move-
ment — a symbol of accessi-
bility, equality, and empower-
menl for all.

The closing  cormmony
honoured 21 Purple Am-
bassadors and launched the
Purple Newsletter, followed
by vibrant performances by
Disability Alliance, Victory
Arts Foundation, Mimzle on
Wheels, and others

The final day's conven-
tion, “Strengthenlng  the
Rural Disability Ecosystem
& Disalsility 1n CSR,” curated
by Tata Steel Foundation,
emphasized inclushe de-

velopment in raral Tndia
CEO Sourav Roy noted that
“a rural Indla of inclusion
ls already a movement in
motian,” while Guriprasad
Gaonkar called [or stronger
grassroots networks

The International Purple
Fest 2025 ended on a hope-
ul note, reaffirming  that
inclusion is not a one-time
celebration but acontinuous
collective commitment to
t~qurdily aud eimpowerment
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Three-day Purple Fest begins today

Team Herald

PANJIM: The stage is set
and anticipation is high as
Goa prepares to welcome
participants, delegates, ar-
tistes and changemakers
from across the country
and across the globe for the
third edition of the Inter-
national Purple Fest, Goa
2025, starting from Octo-
ber9to12.

A vibrant celebration ol
inclusivity, accessibility
and empowerment, this
landmark festival will bring
together four days of in-
sightful dialogues, cultural
showcases, creative expres-
sions, and collaborative in-
itiatives championing the
rights and potential of per-
sons with disabilities.

Chief  guest Pramod
Sawant will inaugurate the
fest at the Entertainment
Society of Goa (ESG), at 5
pm in the presence of Un-

ion Minister of Social Jus-
tice and Empowerment,
Dr Virendra Kumar, Union
Minister of State for New
and Renewable Energy Shr-
ipad Naik, Union Minister of
State for Social Justice and
Empowerment Dr Ram-
das Athawale, Rajya Sabha
MP Sadanand Shet Tana-
vade and Shombi Sharp,
UN Resident Coordinator
in India, as special guests,
Minister for Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities
Subhash Phal Dessai and
others,

The inaugural ceremony
will feature cultural show-
cases and Purple Rain, a
dynamic evening of perfor-
mances by artists with dis-
abilities and mainstream
performers.

Meanwhile, the stretch of
General Bernardo Guedes
Road from Directorate of
Health Services to exit road
of Panjim Market will re-

main closed for vehicular
traffic from October 9 to 12
in view of the fest. Motor-
ists are requested to take
alternate roads and follow
diversions.

Minister for Empow-
erment of Persons with
Disabilities Subhash Phal
Dessai said, “l urge every-
one to join this transform-
ative journey and witness
how Goa leads the way in
promoting accessibility,
equality, and human digni-
ty. The festival stands as a
testament to our collective
commitment toward build-
ing an inclusive and acces-
sible society that empow-
ers every individual.”

State Comunissioner for
Persons with Disabilities Gu-
ruprasad Pawaskar stated,
“The International Purple
Fest 2025 is a unique plat-
form to showcase the talent,

creativity, and resilience of

persons with disabilities
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