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Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

“& A Word From

Dr. Pramod Sawant

Hon'ble Chief Minister of Goa

tis with a sense of accomplishment and renewed determination that | present

the 2024-25 Annual Report of the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities. This report is not merely a compilation of data and activities; it is
a narrative of our collective journey towards realizing the vision of an inclusive Goa.
Since its establishment in 2022, the Commission has been instrumental in shifting
the paradigm of disability rights, moving from mere awareness to tangible action.

The 2024-25 report highlights the successful execution of numerous awareness
campaignsthathave penetrated the grassroots level, fostering a deeper understanding
and empathy within our communities. We have witnessed a significant increase
in the proactive handling of grievances, ensuring that the voices of persons with
disabilities are not only heard but acted upon. The Commission's dedication to
advocating for policy changes and implementing accessible infrastructure has laid a
solid foundation for future progress.

This year's report underscores the importance of collaboration across all sectors
of society.

| want to express my sincere gratitude to the entire team at the Commission
for their unwavering commitment and relentless efforts. As we move forward, we
must continue to build upon these achievements, ensuring that every citizen of Goa,
regardless of their abilities, has the opportunity to thrive and contribute to our state's
prosperity.
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“& A Word From

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai

Hon'ble Minister for Department for
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities

he 2024- 2025 Annual Report of the Office of the State Commissioner for

Persons with Disabilities marks a pivotal year in our journey towards creating
an inclusive Goa. This period has been particularly significant, as the establishment
of an independent Department for the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
by the Government of Goa has provided us with renewed focus and resources. It is
with immense pleasure that | acknowledge the enhanced capacity this has afforded
us, enabling more targeted and impactful efforts in empowering individuals with
disabilities.

The synergy between the independent Department and the Office of the State
Commissioner has been instrumental in advancing our shared goal of making Goa a
truly inclusive state for all. This report highlights the collaborative initiatives, policy
advancements, and on-ground actions that have collectively contributed to creating
a more accessible and equitable environment. We remain committed to building
upon these achievements, ensuring that every person with a disability in Goa has
the opportunity to lead a dignified and fulfilling life.
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“& A Word From

Shri. E V Vallavan IAS

Secretary, Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities

t is with immense pleasure that | present the Annual Report for 2024-25, a

testament to our steadfast commitment to making Goa a truly inclusive state.
Beyond the crucial physical infrastructural changes and accessibility initiatives, |
firmly believe that fostering a shift in societal attitudes is paramount to achieving
genuine inclusion for persons with disabilities. The Office of the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities has been instrumental in driving this change through
impactful awareness campaigns, effectively transforming perspectives and
dismantling preconceived notions.

These efforts have not only enhanced understanding but also cultivated empathy
and respect within our communities. | commend the tireless dedication of the
Commission and the entire department for their unwavering efforts in empowering
persons with disabilities, and | look forward to continuing this vital work towards a
more equitable and inclusive Goa.
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“& A Word From

Shri. Guruprasad R. Pawaskar

State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities

t is with profound satisfaction that | present the 2024-2025 Annual Report of

the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, a document
that encapsulates a year of dedicated service and significant strides towards
creating a more equitable society. | wish to express my deepest appreciation to
the Government of Goa for their visionary decision to establish an independent
department focused on the empowerment of persons with disabilities. This strategic
move underscores the government's unwavering commitment to ensuring that the
rights and needs of this vital segment of our population are prioritized and addressed
with the utmost diligence.

This report serves not merely as a record of our activities, but as a testament
to the transformative impact of our collective efforts. We have diligently worked
to implement a range of initiatives designed to enhance the quality of life for
persons with disabilities, focusing on key areas such as accessibility, education,
employment, and social inclusion. We have strived to strengthen our grievance
redressal mechanisms, ensuring that the voices of those we serve are heard and
their concerns are addressed promptly and effectively.

Furthermore, we have actively engaged with various stakeholders, including
NGOs, educational institutions, and community leaders, to foster a collaborative
approach to disability rights.

The vision of an inclusive Goa, championed by the Honourable Chief Minister, is a
guiding principle that drives our work. With the continued support of the government
and the unwavering dedication of our team, | am confident that we will continue
to make significant progress in realizing this vision, ensuring that every individual,
regardless of their abilities, has the opportunity to lead a fulfilling and dignified life.
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“& A Word From

Mrs. Varsha Naik

Director, Department for Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities

s the Director of the Department for Empowerment of Persons with

Disabilities, | am deeply honored to present the 2024-2025 Annual Report.
| extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Commissioner, Secretary, and the entire
team for their exceptional work in advancing the cause of inclusion and accessibility
across Goa. The State Commission's unwavering dedication has been pivotal in
transforming Goa into a more inclusive state, where every individual, regardless of
ability, feels valued and respected.

This year's report highlights significant strides in fostering inclusive education,
enhancing employment opportunities, and ensuring accessible infrastructure,
paving the way for a society where persons with disabilities can fully participate in
all aspects of life.

Their efforts have not only focused on policy implementation but also on creating
a culture of empathy and understanding, making Goa a place where diversity is
celebrated and everyone has the opportunity to thrive. By championing initiatives
that promote equal access to services, advocate for rights, and empower individuals,
the Commission has reinforced our commitment to building a truly inclusive Goa,
where everyone belongs.
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“& A Word From

Shri. Taha I. Haaziq
Secretary, Office of the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities

s Secretary of the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with

Disabilities, | am honored to present the 2024-2025 Annual Report, a
testament to our unwavering commitment to fostering an inclusive Goa. Our mission
has always been to support and uplift persons with disabilities across all sectors,
and this year's report reflects the tangible progress we've made. We've actively
pursued inclusion in education, ensuring accessible learning environments and
tailored support systems. In employment, we've facilitated skill development and
job placements, empowering individuals to achieve economic independence. The
Commission has also championed accessibility in sports, promoting participation
and recognizing the remarkable achievements of our athletes.

Furthermore, we’ve intensified our efforts in spreading awareness about disability
rights, conducting outreach programs to dispel misconceptions and foster empathy.
This year marked a significant increase in our grievance redressal mechanisms,
ensuring timely and effective resolution of issues faced by persons with disabilities.
We have also strengthened our collaboration with NGOs, government agencies, and
the private sector, creating a robust network of support. This report underscores
our dedication to creating a barrier-free Goa, where every individual, regardless of
ability, can live with dignity and contribute meaningfully to society.
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% Our Guiding Principles

Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

Mission

To Empower persons with
Disabilities through its
various acts/rules/institution,
organization and schemes for
rehabilitation and to create
an enabling environment

that provides such persons
with equal opportunities,
protection of their rights and
enables them to participate as
independent and productive
members of society.

Vision

To build an
inclusive society
in which equal
opportunities

are provided for
the growth and
development

of persons with
disabilities so
that they can lead
productive safe and
dignified lives.
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¢y Organisational Structure

Shri. Guruprasad Shri. Taha Haaziq
R. Pawaskar Secretary

Hon’ble State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities

Ms. Durga Shri. Ratnakant Mrs. Ninette Shri. Prashant
Umesh Naik Cumbarjuenkar R. Silveira C. Raut
Administrative Officer Upper Division Clerk Jr. Steno Lower Division Clerk

Mrs. Sushanti Shri. Prashant Shri. Narayan Kubal Shri. Mithin
A. Sawant Gaonkar Multi Tasking Staff Gaonkar
Lower Division Clerk Driver Multi Tasking Staff
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@ Activities & Achievements
A Journey of Inclusion

e Empowering Future of Inclusivity
11th March 2024

nauguration of the new premises of the Office of the State Commissioner

for Persons with Disabilities Goa at 1st Floor Building B, New Market
Complex, Porvorim Goa on 11th March 2024 at the hands of Dr. Pramod Sawant,
Hon’ble Chief Minister Govt of Goa.

In frame Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa, Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Hon’ble
Minister for Social Welfare, Shri. Subhash Chandra (IAS), Secretary Social Welfare, Shri. Guruprasad
R. Pawaskar, Hon’ble State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Director DEPwD, Shri. Ajit
Panchwadkar, Director Social Welfare and Shri. Taha |. Haaziq, Secretary, SCPwD.
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Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabhilities, Govt. Of Goa

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e Unveiling the Masterpiece &
Stepping into a more Inclusive
world

11th March 2024

nveiling the International Purple Fest 2024 Coffee table book at the

hands of Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa. The
Book serves as a visual and literary masterpiece, capturing the essence of the
festivals diversity, creativity and the remarkable talent exhibited by individuals
with disabilities. Further, the Office distributed Prosthesis to 300+ beneficiaries,
motorised wheelchairs and neo motion bike and launched the wheelchair
accessible E-Rickshaws fostering inclusivity and mobility for all.

M e TGRS __.______I-.II :
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In frame Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa, Shri. Subhash Fal Dessai, Hon’ble
Minister for Social Welfare, Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar Hon’ble State Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities Shri. Kedar Naik, Saligao MLA, GSIDC Vice Chairman, Mrs. Meghna Shetgaonkar,
Director DEPwD, Shri. Ajit Panchwadkar, Director Social Welfare and Shri. Taha |. Haaziq,
Secretary, SCPwD. unveiling the International Purple Fest Goa 2024 coffee table book.
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Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

In frame Dr. Pramod Sawant,
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa,
Shri. Subhash Fal Dessai,
Hon’ble Minister for Social
Welfare, Shri. Guruprasad
Pawaskar Hon’ble State
Commissioner for PwDs
flagging off the wheelchair
accessible E-Rickshaw.

In frame Dr. Pramod Sawant,
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa,
Shri. Subhash Fal Dessai,
Hon’ble Minister for Social
Welfare, Shri. Guruprasad
Pawaskar Hon’ble State
Commissioner for PwDs
distributing Prosthesis Limbs
to the beneficiaries.

In frame Shri. Subhash Fal
Dessai, Hon’ble Minister
for Social Welfare, Shri.
Guruprasad Pawaskar, Shri.
Ajit Panchwadkar, Director
Social Welfare handing over
the keys of Neo Motion
Wheelchair Bike to the
beneficiaries.
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Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e International Women’s Day 2024
14th March 2024
elebrated International Women’s Day 2024 in association with Rotary

Club of Panaji Riviera and Disability Alliance for Inclusive Goa at Sanjay
Centre for Special Education Porvorim Goa
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Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e Historic Milestone
1st April 2024

he newly established Department for Empowerment of Persons with

Disabilities began its operation from 1st April 2024. An independent
department for the empowerment of persons with disabilities in the state of
Goa. Thanks to the continued efforts of Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa Dr. Pramod
Sawant for this historic decision.

Inauguration of the department premises by the hands of Chief Secretary, Shri. Punnet Kumar
Goel, IAS, Hon’ble State Commissioner, Shri. Guruprasad R. Pawaskar, Director, DEPwD
Mrs. Meghana Shetgaonkar
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Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

¢ Inclusive Endeavour

30th April 2024

he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities in

collaboration with Museum of Goa (MoG), TIES, YCT, along with the Goa
Centre Program initiated 'Inclusive Endeavor' which was dedicated to fostering
inclusivity, empowering Persons with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities,
and creating an enabling environment for all. It also focused on raising awareness
and promoting sensitivity towards neurodiveristy within society, enhancing
accessible tourism initiatives and industry relevant skills.
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Panel discussion on inclusion by eminent experts
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In frame State Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities Shri Guruprasad
Pawaskar, Secretary of State Commission
for Persons with Disabilities Shri Taha
Haaziq.




Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e Accessibility Check at Polling
Booths

30th May 2024

he Office ensured accessibility checks at various polling booths in South

Goa before the General Lok Sabha Election 2024. The Inspection was
conducted by Secretary, Shri. Taha |. Haaziq, Shri. Sudesh Gaude along with Shri.
Vishant Nagvekar and Shri. Patrick D’souza.

In frame Secretary, Shri. Taha |. Haaziq, along with Assistant Director, Social Welfare, Shri.
Sudesh Gaude, Dr. Rashmi Dessai, Shri. Vishant Nagvekar and Shri. Patrick D’souza, at the polling
booths.
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Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabhilities, Govt. Of Goa

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e ART Inclusion

19th July 2024

he Art Inc. exhibition, was a groundbreaking initiative by the Office

of Commissioner of Persons with Disabilities and Department for
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities in collaboration with the Museum of
Goa. The exhibition showcased the creative talents of over 45 artists through 100+
artworks. From July 19, 2024, the exhibition engaged with the public through 10+
guided tours, 7 workshops, and 5 outreach programs in schools, welcoming over
1000 visitors and 250+ students. Recognizing the importance of accessibility,
the exhibition incorporated tactile artworks, Braille signages, audio descriptions,
and Indian Sign Language interpretations. This initiative, supported by Access For
All, a Mumbai-based organization dedicated to accessible public spaces, marks a
significant step towards making art truly inclusive for everyone.

A group photo at the Art Inclusion event at the Museum of Goa. In frame Shri Subhash Phal Dessai,
Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities; Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar,
Hon’ble State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities; Shri Taha Haaziq, Secretary, Office of
the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities; Shri Prakash Kamal, Senior Journalist and
artists.
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Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

In frame Shri Subhash Phal Dessai, Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of persons with
disabilities along with Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar State Commissioner for person with
disabilities in the exhibition area, admiring the artworks made by Artist with disabilities.

Image of twelve framed artworks arranged in grid like pattern.
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In frame Ms. Fedricka Menezes, artist and Ms. Shardha Kerkar in the exhibition space admiring
the artworks.

Image of a rectangular exhibition space showcasing artworks created by artist with disabilities.
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Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e Indo-Iranian Film Festival
on Disability Issues

26th. 27th & 28th June 2024

he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, the

Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Government
of Goa), the Cultural House of the Islamic Republic of Iran, We Care Film Festival,
and Brotherhood, showcased the unifying power of cinema. The festival offered
a diverse and engaging selection of films from both Iran and India, carefully
curated to inspire and connect with audiences. A key focus of the festival was
accessibility, with all screenings thoughtfully adapted to ensure inclusivity for
persons with disabilities.

Students from twelve schools across Goa were actively involved, immersing
themselves in the rich cinematic traditions of both nations. The festival's reach
extended across the state, with screenings held in Panjim (June 26th), Sakalim
(June 27th), and Margao (June 28th), bringing the magic of film to a wide range
of communities. The Indo-Iranian Film Festival served as a powerful platform
for cultural exchange, fostering deeper understanding and appreciation between
Iran and India. By championing accessibility and inclusivity, the festival ensured
that the transformative potential of cinema could be shared and enjoyed by
everyone.

In frame Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Hon’ble Minister for Department for Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities, Lighting the lamp, along with Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar, Hon’ble
State Commissioner for PwDs, Mrs. Varsha Naik, Director, Department for Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities, Shri. Satish Kapoor, Founding President of We Care Film Festival, Shri.
Mohammad Reza Fazel, Director of the Cultural House of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabhilities, Govt. Of Goa

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

A group photo with the teaching staff present at the program. In frame Shri. Satish Kapoor, Founding President of We Care
Film Festival, Shri. Mohammad Reza Fazel, Director of the Cultural House of the Islamic Republic of Iran and teachers from

various schools.
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Second day at Sakhalim: In frame Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Govt of Goa
inaugurating the second day of the Indo Iranian Film Festival at Sankhali.
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Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e Cyber Security Awareness

06th July 2024

he Office in collaboration with Goa State Legal Service Authority hosted a

groundbreaking Cyber Security Awareness session on July 6, 2024 at the
Lok Adalat Hall, High Court of Bombay at Goa. The session was led by Advocate
Eeshan Usapkar, empowering 55 government employees with disabilities with
essential cyber security knowledge.

In frame Advocate Eeshan Usapkar taking up the session and Ms. Muskan Shaikh, Sign Language
Interpreter interpreting the session.
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Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabhilities, Govt. Of Goa

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e Enhancing Mobility and
Communication

18th July 2024

s part of the Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited, the office proudly

launched a transformative initiative to support Persons with Disabilities
in Goa. A total of 32 Person with disabilities benefited, 10 lower floor modified
two wheelers were distributed to 10 individuals, 10 Neo Motion Wheelchair Bikes
were distributed to 10 persons with disabilities and 12 Communication Assistive
devices were distributed for Children with special Needs. The distribution event
was graced by the Hon’ble Chief Minister Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Speaker
Shri. Ramesh Tawadkar, Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of PwDs Shri.
Subhash Phal Dessai, MLA Margao Shri. Digambar Kamat, Secretary, DEPwWD
Shri E V Vallavan IAS, Hon’ble State Commissioner and Director, DEPwD.

In frame Hon’ble Chief Minister Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of PwDs
Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Secretary, DEPwD Shri E V Vallavan IAS, Hon’ble State Commissioner
handing over the key of lower floor bike.
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In frame Dr Pramod Sawant Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa, Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Hon’ble
Minister for Empowerment of PwDs, Shri Ramesh Tawadkar, Speaker Govt of Goa, Shri. Digambar
Kamat MLA Margao, Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar Hon’ble State Commissioner, presenting
communication assistive device to a student.

In frame Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri. Daji Salkar, MLA Vasco da Gama,
Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar, Hon’ble State Commissioner handing over the keys of neo motion
wheelchair bike to the beneficiary.
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Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabhilities, Govt. Of Goa

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e State Para Swimming
Championship

3rd August 2024

rganised the State Para Swimming Championship in association with

Goa Paralympic Association on August 3rd 2024 at the SAG Swimming
Pool Campal Goa. The event received a footfall of 24 athletes from various
disability groups including Visual Impaired, Intellectual disability, Autism, etc.
Participants showcased their exceptional skills and sportsmanship across the
various events which were classified into groups based on their disabilities. The
Championship celebrated the spirit of inclusivity and athleticism, highlighting the
talents of individuals with disabilities.

Group photograph of all the para swimmers alongside Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Secretary, DEPwD Shri E V Vallavan IAS,
Hon’ble State Commissioner Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar, , Director, DEPwD Mrs. Varsha Naik,
Mayor Corporation City of Panjim Shri Rohit Monseratte, Chairman, Para Swimming Association
of India, Shri. Taha Haaziq, Secretray, SCPwD, Dr. V.K Dabbas, Secretary, Paralympic Committee
of India Shri. Jaywant Gundu Hamanawar, and Shri. Sudesh Thakur, Secretary Goa Paralympic
Association.
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Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e Desh Bhakti Geet Gayan Spardha

15th August 2024

n the occasion of 78th Independence day the Office and Department

in association with the Disability Alliance for Inclusive Goa and Rotary
club of Panaji Riviera organised the Desh Bhakti Geet Gayan Spardha for Persons
with Disabilities on 15th August 2024 at Sanjay Centre for Special Education. The
Competition received a participation of more than 30 Persons with Disabilities
from across the state. The inaugural ceremony was attended by Raj Sabha MP,
Shri. Sadanand Tanavde, Director, DEPWD, Smt Varsha Naik, State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities, Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar, Chairman Sanjay Centre
for Special Education Shri. Siddharth Kuncolinkar, Secretary, SCPwD, Shri. Taha
Haazia, Member Secretary, Sanjay Centre for Special Education, Smt Neetal
Amonkar, President, Disability Alliance for Inclusion Goa, Shri. Patrick D'Souza,
Senior Journalist, Prakash Kamat, President, DRAG Shri. Avelino D'sa, Rtr Tanvi
Atreya Sawant, President Rotary Club Panaji Rivera, Rtrn Shiva Baba Naik and Ann
Rahul Nadkarni. The winners of the Competition were Ms Vibha Kanekar (First
Prize), Mr Satny D’souza (Second prize), Ms. Amintaj Nashipudi (Third prize).

1APARRIKAR Mago
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A group photograph of all the participants along with Raj Sabha MP, Shri. Sadanand Tanavde,
Director, DEPWD, Smt Varsha Naik, State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Shri.
Guruprasad Pawaskar, Secretary, SCPwD, Shri. Taha Haazig, Senior Journalist, Prakash Kamat,
President, DRAG Shri. Avelino D'sa.
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Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabhilities, Govt. Of Goa

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e Distribution of 12 Wheelchair
Accessible E-Rickshaws to NGO's

22nd August 2024

NGO’s/Special Schoolsreceived wheelchairaccessible E-Rickshaws

by the Office and Department to enhance the mobility of Children
and students with special needs. Present at the occasion were Hon'ble Minister
for the Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Shri. Subhash
Phal Dessai, Ex Chief Minister of Goa, Shri. Laxmikant Parsekar, Secretary,
Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Shri. E Vallavan IAS,
State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar,
Director, DEPWD, Smt. Varsha Naik, Secretary, SCPwD, Shri. Taha Haaziq and
Director, Directorate of Social Welfare, Shri. Ajit Panchwadkar.

In Frame Hon'ble Minister for the Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Shri.
Subhash Phal Dessai, Secretary, Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Shri.
E Vallavan IAS, State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar,
Director, DEPWD, Smt. Varsha Naik and Secretary, SCPwD, Shri. Taha Haaziq handing over the
keys to Shri. Laxmikant Parsekar, Chairman, Harmala Panchakroshi Shiksha Mandal.
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2 @

Keshav Seva Sadhana Caritas Goa
Street Providence Gujrati Educational Atmavishvas Aastha
Trust for the
Handicapped
Chetna Charitable Novi Survat Disha School for Harmal
Trust Special Children Panchakroshi

In Frame Hon'ble Minister for the Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Secretary,
Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, State Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities, Director, DEPWD, and Secretary, SCPwD, handing over the keys to Shri. Sitaram Gawde,
Headmaster, Atmavishwas School.
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Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabhilities, Govt. Of Goa

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e Paralympic Games Paris 2024

28th August - 8th Sept 2024

on’ble Minister for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Shri.

Subhash Phal Desai and Hon’ble State Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities Shri. Guruprasad R. Pawaskar attended the Paralympic Game 2024
which was held in Paris from 28th August 2024 to 08th September 2024.

Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Shri. Subhash Phal Desai and
Hon’ble State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities Shri. Guruprasad R. Pawaskar with Ms.
Manisha Ramadass, Indian Para Badminton player.
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Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e [andmark Launch: Goa's First
Indian Sign Language Course

17th Sept 2024

he Ali Yavar Jung National Institute of Speech and Hearing Disabilities

(Divyangjan) Extension counter officially launched the Diploma in
Teaching Indian Sign Language (DTISL) course on September 17th 2024, at Goa
University through an MoU signed between the Office of the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities Goa.

In frame Hon’ble State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Shri. Guruprasad R. Pawaskar
along with the faculty of AYJNISHD.
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Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e XXIV National Para Swimming
Championship Goa

19th to 23rd October 2024

he 24th National Para Swimming Championship (from October 19th to

23rd) highlighted the transformative power of sport. 518+ para-athletes
competed in 300+ events, showcasing incredible talent and resilience. The event,
a joint initiative Paralympic Committee of India in association with Office and
Department was honoured by the presence of dignitaries including the Hon'ble
Chief Minister of Goa. The championship fostered community and celebrated the
inspiring achievements of India's para-athletes.

In frame Hon’ble Minister for Sports & Youth Affairs Shri. Govind Gaude; Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of PwDs Shri.
Subhash Phal Dessai; Secretary, DEPwD Shri. E V Vallavan (IAS), Hon’ble State Commissioner for PwDs, Executive Director,
DEPwD; Director Sports & Youth Affairs Dr. Geeta Nagvekar; President Paralympic Committee of India (PCl) Mr. Devendra
Jhajharia, Chairman, PCI Dr. V K Dabass and other dignitaries lighting the lamp at the Inaugural function.
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> Image of a Para

ﬂ'—# e = T = Swimmer diving into

the pool

Image of a para
swimmer swimming
in a pool
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Image of a group of para swimmers
at the edge of an pool, preparing for
the competition.

Image of a group of para
swimmers diving into a pool.

Image of para swimmer at the
starting block of a pool, preparing
for the race.
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A group photograph captures the
victorious Karnataka team alongside
dignitaries including the Hon'ble Chief
Minister of Goa, Dr. Pramod Sawant,
the Hon'ble Minister for Empowerment
of PwDs, Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai,
the Director of DEPwD, the Chairman of
PCI, and the President of PCI. The team
is presented with the Shri Khem Chand
Dabas Memorial trophy

Participants enjoying a delightful cruise ride
after the event.
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Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e Colors of Resilience

16th-17th November 2024

he "Colours of Resilience" art exhibition, a key initiative of International

Purple fest, launched at Taj Cidade de Goa Heritage, celebrating the
artistic expression and empowerment of Persons with Disabilities. The preview
evening, conceptualized by Fredericka Menezes, featured renowned artists
like Tauno Kangro, Nidhi Sharma, and Manoj Das, as well as a captivating
performance by Santoor maestro Nawab Khan. The exhibition, was open to the
public on November 16th and 17th, showcasing artworks embodying resilience
and inclusion.

In frame Hon’ble
State Commissioner
for PwDs Shri.
Guruprasad R
Pawaskar alongside
Artist Nawab Khan
and Frederika
Menezes

In frame Tauno
Kangro, an Estonian
Sculptor, creating a
live sculpture at the

exhibition.
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In frame Artist, Shri
Manoj Das painting
at the exhibition.

Display of painting
by Fredrika Menezes
at the exhibition.
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Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e A Day of Joy and Connection :

Celebrating Individuals with ADHD
and Down Syndrome

30th November 2024

racia de Orta Municipal Garden, Panaji, Goa, was transformed into a

hub of joy and connection on November 30, 2024, as approximately
150 individuals with ADHD and Down Syndrome, their families, and supporters
gathered for a day dedicated to celebration and inclusion. The vibrant atmosphere
was a testament to the collaborative spirit behind the event, organized by the
Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, the Department for
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Sethu, the Down Syndrome Federation
of India, and Dnyanvardhini Divyang Training College.

The day offered a rich tapestry of experiences, with NGOs and special schools
from across Goa showcasing their dedication and talent. From captivating painting
exhibitions that revealed the unique perspectives of the artists, to energetic
Zumba Session that showcased their rhythm and spirit, the event was a feast
for the senses. Food stalls offered a delicious array of treats, while interactive
games fostered laughter and friendly competition.

The smiles and laughter that filled the garden were a testament to the event's
success in creating a truly memorable and inclusive experience for all.

A group of children with and without disabilities energetically dancing during the Zumba
session.
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A group photo of the organising team
featuring Hon’ble State Commissioner, Shri.
Guruprasad Pawaskar, Director DEPwWD Mrs.
Varsha Naik, Secretary SCPwD Shri. Taha
Haaziq, Dr. Nandita D’souza SETHU, Mrs
Manju Sashidharn Principal, Dnyanvardhini
Divyang Training College and other Team
members.

Image of a purple display board
showcasing 09 colourful posters
made by students. This display
was part of a Down Syndrome
Awareness month activity.

Image from the activity area.
Image shows a child with Down
syndrome is actively cooking,
assisted by two adults.
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Image showcases a child with
down syndrome painting a bag
with a vegetable stencils.

A group of people and
children gathered around
a table, participating in a

crafting activity.

Image showcases young
women a highlight of the
event’s activity.
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Image of children with and without disability
engaged in a creative activity, drawing and
colouring with markers. Two adults are
guiding the children in the grassy setting.

Image of children
with and without
disability enjoying
the zumba session.

Image showcases two young women holding
their painted tote bad, a highlight of the
event’s activity.
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Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e Enhanced Mobility for Salil Mahale

29th January 2025

alil Mahale, a person with disability, received a Neo Motion motorized

bike from the Office of the State Commission and the Department for
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities on 29th January 2025. The Hon'ble
Minister for the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities,
Subhash Phal Desai, presented the bike, facilitating Mr. Mahale's mobility.

SERVED T—-
PARKING |

=

Hon'ble Minister for the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Subhash Phal
Desai handing over the keys to Mr. Salil Mahale along with Hon’ble State Commissioner Shri
Guruprasad Pawaskar, Director DEPwD, Mrs. Varsha Naik, Secretary SCPwDs, Shri Taha | Haazig,
Deputy Director DEPwD, Dr. Mriselda Monteiro, and Administrative Officer SCPwD, Ms. Durga
Naik.
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Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e Sugamya Yatra :

Enhancing Accessibility for Persons
with Disabilities

7th Feb 2025

he Sugamya Yatra, a nationwide initiative promoting accessibility, was

launched in Goa on February 7, 2025. Hon'ble Minister for Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities, Shri Subhash Phal Dessai, officially flagged off the
program at the Goa College of Architecture. The Office of the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities and the Department for Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities leaded the initiative, collaborating with the Goa College of
Architecture, Dnyanvardhini Divyang Training College, and 25 core leaders. Over
50 buildings across Goa were audited.

In frame Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities’, Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Hon’ble State
Commissioner Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar, Director DEPwD, Mrs. Varsha Naik, Secretary SCPwDs, Shri Taha | Haazig, and
Principal Goa College of Architecture Dr. Leon along with the Core team members and Students flagging off the Yatra at
Goa College of Architecture.
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Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

Shri. Prakash Kamat,
Sr. Journalist and
Disability Expert along
with the team for
Accessibility Audit of
Caculo Mall.

Shri Prashant Raut
and Shri Mahadev
Sawant along with the
team at Government
buildings and public
places in Panaji.

SOUTH INDIAN, NORTH INDIAN & CHINESE DISHES

GETIN MIHZBMI.IZLI

Student of
Dnyanvardhini Divyang
Training College at
government schools

in Vasco conducting
accessibility audit.
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Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

e Distribution of wheelchair
accessible E-Rickshaws to
10 beneficiaries

14th Feb 2025

he Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Office of

the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities in partnership with
Goa Miles distributed 10 Wheelchair Accessible E-Rickshaws. This distribution
follows a MoU signed between the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities and Goa Miles on August 06, 2024. The Partnership focuses on
creating sustainable livelihoods for Persons with Disabilities by providing access
to economic opportunities.

In Frame Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities’, Shri. Subhash Phal
Dessai, Hon’ble State Commissioner Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar, Director DEPwD, Mrs. Varsha
Naik, Secretary SCPwDs, Shri Taha | Haaziq, Founder Goa Miles, Shri Utkarsh Dabhade along
with the 10 beneficiaries.
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& Addressing Grievances
CASE No. 01/ComPwDs/2024-25/09 Date of Order: 20/12/2024
Name of the Parties : Shane Antonio Vaz
V/s
The Secretary, Alzira Co-op Housing Society Ltd,

The Chief Officer, Margao Municipal Council

Facts of the Case

The Complainant Shri. Shane Antonio Vaz, person with 100% disability R/o
Alzira Appts. Opp. Nehru Stadium Fatorda, filed a complaint dated 24/01/2024
before this commission in regards to the harassment caused to him by the society
he is living in.

Observations And Recommendations/Decision of SCPwDs.

This commission recommended Respondent no -I The Secretary, Alzira Co-op
Housing Society Ltd to issue necessary NOC to the Complainant and provide all
required assistance for availing separate water connection to his premises.

Further this commission also recommended the Respondent no -Il the
Chairperson of the Margao Municipality to personally look into the issue and
expedite process from his end, also the Executive Engineer of PWD, although is
not party to the proceeding is recommended to expedite to issue connection to
the Complainant being a Person with Disability to the premises bearing House tax
no. 2/4554. which has a Garage now converted to shop.

As far as issue of demolition notice issued by Respondent no.-Il concerned
complainant may approach competent legal forum as this commission cannot
dwell into correction of the ordering end preview of this Commission, further
both the Respondents are recommended to file the Compliance report to this
office with the period of 90 days from receipt of this Order as per section 81 of
the Rights of the Person with Disabilities Act, 2016.
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& Addressing Grievances

CASE No. 11/Comm-PwDs/2023-24/1093 Date of Order: 07/12/2024
Name of the Parties: ~ Deepak Vinayak Shenvi Malkarnekar
V/s
The Inspector, Department of Civil Supplies,

The Director, Department of Civil Supplies.

Facts of the Case

The Complainant Deepak Vinayak Shenvi Malkarnekar, a person with 82%
having Baker Muscular Dystrophy, physical disability, working as UDC in the
Civil Supplies Department Office, Quepem Taluka, who has made a complaint
to this Commission with regards to requesting The Civil supplies department,
Government of Goa to permit him to work from home.

Observations And Recommendations/Decision of SCPwDs.

Upon hearing the Complainant and both the Respondent I and II, and going
through the issue concerned in the complaint, and considering the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act 2016,

This Commission has passed interim order dated 07/12/2023 whereby
Complainant was allowed to work from home considering his Disability till passing
the next Order.

Further this Commission has also recommended Complainant to make
arrangement to pick-up files/assignment work given from office and after finishing
the work or completing assignment work will make arrangement to drop office
files/assignment work back, as to ensure that no inconvenience is caused to
smooth functioning of the Office

After this interim Order was passed Compliance was submitted by the
Respondent-11 on 23/02/2024 and it is seen that both the parties have complied
with directions of this Commission and present arrangement is working well
for the complainant as well as Respondent-1. The interim order passed by this
Commission and the Order issued by the Respondent-Il dated 23/02/2024 is
made absolute, both parties are directed to adhere to the arrangement made vide
order dated 07/12/2023.

ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25




N

Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabhilities, Govt. Of Goa

& Addressing Grievances
Case No. Date : August 16, 2024

Name of the parties : Shri. Suresh Kumar Pal
V/s

The Director, Directorate of Agriculture,
Krishi Bhavan Miramar, Tonca Caranzalem, Campal,
Panjim, Goa

Resp. 1

The zonal Agriculture officer,
Zonal Agriculture office (Ponda)

Resp. 2

Facts of the Case

The complainant, Shri Suresh Kumar Pal, a person with 60% locomotor
disability, filed a complaint against the Director, Directorate of Agriculture,
regarding difficulties faced in attending office due to the non-functional lift in a
building where his office is located on the third floor. Due to his health condition,
he was unable to climb stairs and requested a temporary work arrangement on
the ground floor. Upon receiving the complaint, the Commission issued notices
to the respondents. After hearing both parties and considering the complainant’s
difficulties, the Commission passed an interim order, leading to the respondent
making a temporary seating arrangement for the complainant on the ground floor
of the post office. However, due to the complainant’s worsening health, traveling
to the post office 120 km away from his residence became impossible.

Observations and Recommendations/Decision of SCPwDs

Considering the complainant’s medical condition and humanitarian grounds,
the Commission recommended that the Director, Directorate of Agriculture, issue
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an order allowing Shri Suresh Kumar Pal to work from home. Additionally, the
Zonal Agriculture Office, Ponda-Goa, was directed to instruct the Zonal Agriculture
Office, Mormugao-Goa, to allocate work to the complainant as per his ability. The
complainant was advised to arrange for the pickup and drop-off of files to ensure
the smooth functioning of office work.

The Commission also recommended that the complainant be paid full salary
for the period where his leave was not regularized due to inaccessible working
conditions. Furthermore, all service benefits, including retirement benefits, were to
be ensured. The respondent was advised to consider the complainant’s voluntary
retirement request, if applied, as per government guidelines. The complainant
was directed to perform his duties diligently and not misuse the work-from-
home arrangement. A compliance report on these recommendations was to be
submitted within 15 days of receiving the order. With this, the proceedings of the
complaint were officially closed on 16th August 2024.
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Media Highlights

Empowering Neurodiversity
through Art, Advocacy and
Entrepreneurship

m Office of the Commissioner for PwDs initiates its "Inclusive Endeavour”
with Goa State Centre initiative in partnership with Enable India

Gosmkarponn deek

Panaji: The CHfice of the
State Commis sioner for
Persons wilh Disabilifiss
Nas Initiated its pionearing
Initatve of GOR STATE
CENTHE n partnarship with
Enabile india with an aim

af *Inciusive Endsavour” to
mpower Nameiversity
through A, Achoescy

ard Entrapreneu ship

This pafhway program

in codicated to fostering

an irchusive sociely,
EMpowering persons wilh
disakxlities, snd creating an
enzbing emvirenment for &l

The “Inclusive
Endeavour” niiafiva
focuses on masting thres
ovararching ohjactivas such
as:

Aweranass and
Senatization: Though
strategic parnerships with
the Gos Sale Gentre and
stakenoders, incuding
the Oilies of the State
Commissioner for Persons
with Disatwiites, the intiative
aims fo rase anareness and
promale sansitvity fowards
neurodiversity wifnin sociaty.

g
2

-
e . T
Accessibilty of Public
Spaces: Collaborating with
mstiluions like fhe Musaum
of Gos and acceseibildy
conaultant Skel Abnijt
Murugar, the ndiative secks
to enhance accessibity
toursm intatives, ensuring
ihat pubic spaces aie
Inclusive and accessibe 1o
all. Empowament Through
Emgloyment: By unlacking
ampioyment eppotLniias
and equipprng Patsons
with Intalectial and
3 Y =

an the sutism spacirum
The nistive iz & testamant
o the Goa State Centre:
Program’s commitrent to
socid responshitty and

s dedicallon 10 Making

a postve Impactinthe
COMMUNGY.

Siate Commissioner
for ParDs,Shri. Gunuprasad
Pawaskar emphasised
sl Threugh our 'Thelusve
Endasvour' progeam
initiabve in collaboration
with the Goa Stale Cenlre,
we are dedicalsd o
EIMPOWEIEg persons wih
disakilties by providing
comgrenensive training in
both technical and soft skis
assential for amployrment in
e FRE sactor. By offenng
intarnship opportunities,

{PwIDD's) with incustry-
relevant skils the inttiethe
also aing to foster sell-
alvecacy snd promole
melusivity in the workforce,
The intigtion of “Incisve
Endeavour’ coincides with
April Autism Awarenass
Marth, highlighting the:
mpartance of recognizing
and euppodting ndividualz

ingduding pl at
renownad estebiahmeans
we ain to brdge tha gap
betwesn training ancd
real-world experierce. Ou!
COMmLmEn] 1o promating
MELgEN ensures thal
persons wilh intelectual and
deveiopmenta dsebiities
are not orly weloomed

butt calshrated as valuable
contrbutors to the workiore

and sociaty st larga

Tha nitation evert on
Saturcay Aprl 27, 10 am
onwards at the Museum of
Goa will Fealure a series of
BNOAGING SHSSI0NE Slong
with parners such as:

Film Scraening - "The
Lorg Road —Chagter Dne”
(11:00 am = 1200 pm)
which s a documentary
champianing individual
with IDD and advocating
for mgusivity wihin
sacety. Baylan Fenseoa -
Supenimng Sound Edibor ¢
Sound Designe: ¢ Educalor,
Supports the endeavour
by raising awarensss and
advocating for indviduals
with dissbiities, promcting
inclusivity and acceptance
within anciety.

Engaging Parent
Caollactive - "Empowaring
Parzniz Cellactve: Nutiring
Meuradiversity (Tire:
12200 pm = 1,30 pmj,

The warks:
EMpowEr parEns 1o play &
wital rele inenhancing the
well-being and nousion of
PwiD¥Ys, Arch Elirabeth
Kuran, Founde: membe: &
Sacretary, TIES - Towards.

Ak b

Lakhan Singh and Vaishnavi Vinod shine

The National Para Swim-
ming Championship 2024
kicked off with a burst of
excitement, as para-ath-
letes from across India dis-
played extraordinary skill
and determination.

24th Para Swimming C'ship

Organized by the Depart-
ment for Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilit-
ies in partnership with the
Paralympic Committee of
India and the Sports Au-
thority of Gea, the event
embodies the spirit of
inclusivity and top-tier

Emssss 000

athleticism.

In Event 1, Lakhan Singh
from Rajasthan clinched
the gold in the Men's 5-4,
while Odisha’s Kamalkant
earned silver. The Men's
§-5 saw Narahari from
Odisha take gold, with Lak-
shman Rao of Andhra Pra-
desh securing silver and
Mohammad Shams Aalam
from Bihar taking bronze.
For the Junior Boys 5-2,
Muhammed Aasim of Ker-
ala grabbed gold, while
Sub Junior Boys S-5 saw
Karnataka's Aniket Chid
Ambar top the podium.
Maharashtra's Riya Sachin
took gold in Junior Girls
S-5.

> Lakdhan Singh (Men's 54)
> Vaishnavi (Women's 58)
> Narahari (Men's 55)
» Aniket (Sub-Jr Boys 55)
» Riya (Junior Girls S5)
» Chaitanya (Men's 56)
> Tejas (Men's 57)
» ;I—mhar (Men's 5B}

» Sahil (Men's 59)
| » Kapil (Men’s $10)
» Eeshan (Jr Boys 57)
» Kausar (Jr Boys 58)

GOLD MEDALISTS

> Mohit (Jr Boys 59)
» Hari (Jr Boys S10)

> Hariom (Sub-Jr Boys S8)
» Sathi (Women'sS6)
> Sadhana (Women's 57)
» Shashruti (Women's S9)
» Devanshi (Women's S10)
» Ramnivas (Men's S5)
> Suraj (Sub-Jr Boys 511)
> AliMen'ss12)
> Parmanand (Men's S13).
| » Sai (Men's S14)
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Four Goan swimmers exémiﬂifv resilience, talent
at T\Iatlondl Para-Smmmmg Championships

Team Herald
TrtsRlealga o

PANJIM: Four exception-
al Gean  pars-swimmers
Melvin  Mendes. Mangesh
Kuttizar, Shercn Figarado
and Harshad Sawant com-
peting in the 59 and S14 cat-
egories overcame significant
challenges tn secure their
plece i the competition,
demonstrating  remarkable
resilience at the ongpling
24th  Natiwaal  Para-Swim-

pal-Panjim. an Sunday.
Melvin Mendes, 74 year-
old, began his joumey in
para-sports with badmin-
ton before finding his true
passion in swimming. His
competitive swimming ca-
reer took off in 2022, driv-
en by his deep love for the
waler. Recently, Melvin se-

- A

‘ You just have to get
out of the house and

explore what you want just

once to understand the

path ahead

- Melvin Mendes

Sparts Minister Govind Gaude lighting the traditional lamp to mark the upemgnlmnm

Championships in the presence of Minister for the

a&mwmnrmm:m farmer
Digambar Kamat, Sports Authority of Goa Executive Director Dr
mwmnmummmmma Dq:allnlenlol
tDremr\falsh Naik, State Commissioner for Persans

[Para-Swimming
of Persons with Disabilities [DEPwD]
MLR

chief Mmam
Geeta Nagvekar, Directorai

to honing his skills, with a
jparticular focus on hreast-
stroke events Sharon cred-
its his coach, Keshav Naik,
fior helping him refine hiz
technique and expresses
gratitude to his colleagues
and staff at [T for their un-
wavering support, While
he valoes the backing of
Incal training facilities, he
huopes for more resources
in the future.

“There is greater swire-
ness about para-swimming
mow, and | believe we should
encourage our neighbours
and friends to get meobed.
My gn:l is to qualify for in-
ovents i the

mear future,” he said.
20-year-old Harshad

Sawent has been a dedi-

i for

with D
Pawashkar, Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities Secretary Taha Haazig,
le Committee of india President Devendra Jhajharia, General Secretary Jaywant Singh
VK Dahas, at the swimming pool, Campal-Panjim, on Sunday

The journey has
not been easy, but

5
]

determination and self-

= Mangesh Kuttikar

o BATIm, ‘
& Ay

par
nrarty five years. Encour-
aped by his teacher, hoem- ©
braced competitive swim- |
ming while managing |
his studies at New Dawn |
Ashadecp. Beyond  the |
pool, Harshad s also pas- ;
sipnate about dancing and |
painting. “I enjoy compot-
ing In variows events, and
swimming has provided .
me with an appartunity to
exved in sports,” he said,
With his sights sctona
pold medal in the 514 can-

There is greater | enjoy competingin  egory, Harshad i hopeful
AWATENESS various events, and  that his determination and |
2-5wil 0 i i has provi diverse talenrs will lead
ﬁwlmmm me with an cppartunityto  bim to victory.
international events excelin sports The 24th National Para |
- Sheron Figarade - Harshad Sawant m’:m"fhkh Eb;:'ﬁ::s'

cured gold medals in both
the 50 metres and 100 me-
tres freestyle at the State
Para-Swimming Champion-
ships, earning him a spotat
the national event.
Expressing gratitude for
the expertence as hec om-
petes against athletes from
other States Mendes said,
“You just have o get out of
the house and explore what

you want just once to un-
derstand the path ahead.
He hopes that through
his performance here at the
National  Champlonships
and with the huge partici-
ation persons with disa-
ilitles may get Inspired to
take up para-sports.
Mangesh Kuttilar, 54,isa
pioneer in Goa's para-swim-
ming communite. Since be-

gjnlunglllswum in 1993,

be has reached numerous
mibestones, inchding repre
senting Indfa on the interna-
tional stage. Mangesh is par-
teularky re forbz;x
the first persun with a disa-
bility in India to swim 10
lilometers blindfvlded with
his He attribates

tion Reflecting on his path,
Kuttikar said, “The journey
has nat been casy, but deter-
mination and self-learning
have brought me this fae”
Sheron Figarado, 41, an
assuciate prof ot T

a vital platform for pa-
r-SWimmers to showcase |
their talents and advance
in their sporting careers
Iis arganised by the Office |
of State Commisstoner for
Persons with Disahilities

Goa, started swimming in
2ME and ventured into

in collab with the |
Department for Empower- |
ment of Persons with Dis- |

his success w self-learning
and unwavering determin-

v -
ming in 2021. Since then,
he has dedicated himself

ahilities, F it Com-
mittee of India and Sports :
Authority of Goa.
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‘Colours of Resilience’, a Purplefest
initiative, launched at Taj Cldade

THE GOAN | KETWORK.
PANAJI

efirst series of ‘Colours af
Resllience’, an event under
the Puplefest initiative, wes
launched amidst overwhelming

applauseat Taj Cidade de Goa
Heritage at Dona Paula, Organised by
the Office of the State Commissioner
fot Persons with Disabilities, the event
marked a new chapter in celebrating
the transformative powes of an while
uplifting the lives of Persans with Dis-
abilities in Goa, 'Colours of Resdience’
con fised bythe
artist, poet and disabiity advocate
Fredenka Menezesis the firstof its kind,
dedicated to showcasing the extraordi-

artist Manoj Das, and FrederickaMen-
ezes hersell, each fending theirunique
artistic perspectives to this inspling
initiative,

Elevating the evening’s ambiance
was a soullul performance by Santoor
wirtuoso and music healer Nawab Khan,
agih-geneation musician from Rajast-
han, whose melodies mesmerised the
audience and underscaned the healing
essenceofart.

Speaking at the event, Guriprasad
Pawaskar, State Commissianer for
Pereons with disabilties emarked,
“Colours of Resilience is a testament
o the unyielding spirit and creativity of
Persons with Disabilities, This mitiathve
nof onby showcases their talent but also
losters a society that vahies diversity

State issi for Persons with Disabili d Pamaslsaralnng : b
':": iﬂm‘:ﬂm At with celebrated Goan artist, poet and thsehiilly advocate Frederlh a“?:'.'d"f!ep-' Featuring
I il i e and her mother at the inaugural function of "‘Colours of Resilience’, tks that echo the spirit of resil
Preview Fellowsh ip evening inthe ience and inclusion, will remain opento
presence of esteemed guests, including sioner for Persons with Disabilities, and Kangro, joining them were celebrated the public on November 17 from 10am
Guniprasad Pawaskar, State Commis- world-renowned Estonian artist Tauno artist Nidhi Sharma, Mumbai-based 108 pm.
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Kamataka (,lmch Team Chdl‘llplOIl ship Title

Team He
JpalllNlr

PANJIM: Karnataka clalmed
the overall team champion
ship at the 24th National
Para Swimming Champl
onships demonstrating re
markable talent and team
work throughout the cvent
at the SAG Swimming Pool

fampal, here, on Tuesduay
Their athletes  excel
acress  mulbple  citepo-
fes, earming  recognibon

for thelr perseverance and
dedication. This  victury
reinforces Karmataka's sta-
tusg as 2 frontrunner in pa-
ra-Sports in India

A special  recognition
was given to Satendra from
Gwalior, who, though not
an- individual winner, has
made India proud with his
Padma Shri Award, further
solidifying his legacy i pa-
Fa-swimming. '

The notable winners
were: Men's Senior individ-
ual Champinn - Mohammad
Assim from Kerala,

Men’s  Junior  Champi-
n - Ravi Karthik Bhavani
from  Andhra  Pradesh,

Men's Sub-junior Champi-
on -Revansh from Haryana,
Women's Senior Champion
- Sharyna S from Karnataka,
Women's Junior Champion -
Saee Pujari from Maharash-
tra and Women's Sub-Junior

HERME P

The winners alang with Chief Minister Pramod Sawant. Minster for Empowerment of Persuni with
Diisabilities Subhash Phal Dessat, State Commissioner far Persans with Disabilities Guruprasad Pawaskar,
Aldona MLA Adv Carlos Ferreira, Office of State State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities
Secretary Taha Hazig and other officals at the SAG Swimming Pool, Campal-Panjim, on Tuesday

H NAT!

NSH

Champion - Abha Ganesh
from Miharashtra.
Devendra  |hajharia, a
distinguished paralympian
and Padma Shei Awardee
was honored for his signifi-
cantcontributions to Indian
sparts. In response, Jhajha-
ra commended the sports
community in Goa particu-
larly emphasising the tire-
less efforts of Guruprasad
Pawaskir, the State Com-
misstoner for Persons with

Disahilities, who has been
a strong advocate tor in-
clusivity and the cmpower-
ment uf Persons with Disa-
hilines [PwDs).

Chiel  Minister Pramod
Sawant graced the closing
ceremony along with oth-
er dignitaries Minister for
Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilitles Subhash
Phal Dessal, Sports Min-
ister Govind Gaude, State
Commissioner for Persons

with Disabilities Gurupras-
ad Pawaskar, Aldona MLA
Adv Carlos Ferreira, Office
of Statc State Commission-
e fur Persans with Disabil-
ines Secretary Taha Hazig
and uther nfficials

In his address, Sawant
highlighted the State's ongo-
ing efforts to promote inclu-
sivity, He sald, 'Over the past
two years, Goa has been tire-
lessly dedicated to empow-
enng indviduals with disa-
hilities, with the unwavering
support of the Ministry of

Social [ustice and Empower- .

ment. Jur commitment to a

“FIt Gow, Skill Gou, Incluskve
God' remains strong”

He went on to express
his vision for the future
ol pari-swimming in Goa,
stating, “We alm to have
at least 10 para-swimmers

from  Gua representing
India at the Los Angeles
Paralymplcs”

Phal Dessai remarked,
“Goa has emerped as 2 mod-
«cl State for inclusive sports
events. We zim to organise
many more such events and
establish Goa as 4 leader in
transforming the lives of
Persons with Disabilines.
This  sentiment  reflects
the impactful efforts beng
made to uplift para-ath-
letes, further establishing
Goa as a pioneer m inclu-
sive sporung initlatives”

The 24th National Para
Swimming Championships
was organised by the De-
partment  for Empower-
ment of Persons with ;
Disahilities, Office of the
State Commissioner for
Persons with Disabilities
in collaboranon with the
Paralympic Committee of
India and the Sports Au-

:J\ontynfcm
The three-day event
showcased an  inspiring

display of talent, determi-
nation, and sportsmanship,
with over 500 athletes rep-
resenting 28 States.
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Goa on track to becoming India’s first
mobility-friendly state for PwDs: Phal Dessai

Staff Reporter
Panaji

Goa is on the wack to be-
coming India’s first modem
and mobility-friendly state
for persans with disahbilities,
said Minister for Empower-
ment of Persons with Disab-
ilities Subhash Phal Dessai,
on Friday.

“The launch of these ac-
cessible e-rickshaws aims
to provide PwDs with the
resources needed to lead
independent lives. This
distribution is a step to-
wards enabling them to
fully participate in all as-

Persons with disabilities
(PwDs) were handed over
e-rickshaws at anevent in
Porvorim on Friday.

pects of life,’ Phal Dessai
said, while speaking at an
event in Porvorim on Fri-

day, where 10 persons with
disabilities (PwDs) received
e-rickshaws.

Citing the success of the
initiative dunng the Old
Goa feast, he noted that
PwDs undertook 5,000 trips
using e-rickshaws, boost-
ing their confidence to start
their own businesses.

“We want to send a mes-
sage that persons with dis-
abilities are not just recipi-
ents but also contributors to
the society. If empowered,
they can be more product-
ive and set an example for
others,” he said, adding
that the state government is

committed to making Goa
accessible for all, ensuring
that every individual, re-
gardless ol ability, can move
freely and live with dignity.
The initiative follows a
memorandum  of under-
standing (MoU) signed on
August 6, 2024, between
the office of the State Com-
missioner for Persons with
The partnership aims o
create  sustainable  liveli-
hoods for PwDs by offer-
ing training, business op-
portunities, advertising
support, and revenue
generation mechanismes,

Accessible e-rickshaws handed
over to ten PwD beneficiaries

INITIATIVE AIMS TO BOOST INDEPENDENCE AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES

THE GOAN I NETWORK

PORVORIM

In a Hd to enhance mobility
and independence for Per-
sons with Disabilities (PwDs)
and o promote a more inclhu-
sive environment acrass the
State, a new fleet of accessible
e-rickshaws were handed over
to 10 Pwhs.

The event was crganised by
the Department of Empower-
ment of Persons with Disabil-
ities (DEPwD), Office of the
State Commissioner for Per
sons with Disabilities, in pant
nership with GoaMiles.

Minister for Empowerment
of Persons with Dsabilities
Subhash Phal Dessai hand
ed over the vehicles to the w0
beneficiaries in the pesence
of State Commissioner for
Persons with Disabilities Gu
ruprasad Pawaskar, DEPwD
Director Varsha Naik, GoaM-
iles Founder Utkarsh Dab-
hade and SCPwD Secretary
Taha Hanzg.

One PwD was handed over
a Neomotion electrc wheel-

ANNUAL REPORT 2024-23

Minister for Emp owerment of Persons with Disabilities
Subhash Phal Dessai aleng with beneficiaries of e-fickshaws,
Anil Shankhwalker

chair bike on the occasion.

In his addmesy, Phal Dessai
sabd the launch of these acoes
sihle erdckshaws reflects the
government’s commitment (o
fostering inclusivity and pro-
viding the necessary resourc-
es for Pwhs tolead independ-
ent lives.

“Our government {s dedi-
cated to creating a Goa where
every individual, regardless of
their abilities, can move free-
Iy and live with dignity. This

distribution & a small but sig-
nificantstep towards ensuring
PwDis in Goa can fully partici
pate in all aspects of life,” said
Fhal Dessai

The minister stated that the
e-rickshaws had been put to
use during the recent Exposi-
tian at Old Goa, where PwDs
had successfully operated
5,000 trips

He informed that these
erickshaws are being deliv-
ered free of cost o PwDs in

different parts of Goa and
ther operation will be moni
tored by GoaMiles,

Pawaskar said the office of
the State Commissioner for
Persons with Disabilities had
been instrumental in bring
ing this initiative to fuition,
working 1o identify commo.
nity needs and advocate for
effective solutions.

The accessible e-rickshaws
wre equipped with features
designed w0 meet the specific
needs of Pws, ensuring com-
fortable and easy navigation
throughout Goa,

This kunch follows a Mem
orandum  of Understanding
(Mo} signed between the OF
fice of the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities and
GoaMiles on August b, 2024,

The parinership focuses
om creating sustainable liveli
hoods for PwDs by providing
Access o economic lJpFlllll-
nitles. Goa Miles will support
bencficlaries through train
g, bu: opportunities,
advertising services, and rev
enue generanon mechanisms,
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_5_66_1;, PwDs to ply ‘special’

e-rickshaws on GoaMiles

staff Reporter

Panaji

In a move towards finan-
cially empowering per
cons  with  disabilities
(PwDs), the Department
for Empowerment of Per-
sons with Disabilities has
launched an initiative o
provide specially-designed
p-rickshaws through the
GoaMiles.

In this regard, a MolJ was
signed between the office
of the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities
and the GoaMiles.

Speaking at the launch,
Social Welfare Minister
Subhash Phal Dessai said
that the initiative aims to
give PwDs not only sus-
tainable means to eam a
livelihood but also the inde-
pendence to move around
:vnhour relying on others.

Together, we are commit-
I.:-.d\ -:::; ensuring an inclusive
€ nment where
Ed—l\"idual can T.hri\'\ee“vreig

BIULY and i o
hesaii. independence;

A Mol was signed between the office of the State
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities and GoaMiles.

The office of the State
Commissioner for Per-
sons with Disabilities will
provide the e-rickshaws,
the ownership of which will
be transferred to GoaMiles,
which will then allocate the
vehicles to the PwDs on
a temporary basis for one
year.

The e-rickshaws will ex-
clusively operate on the
GoaMiles app. “We are
committed to enriching the
lives of persons with disab-
ilities by ensuring greater

ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25

accessibility and inclusivity
in every aspect of their daily
lives,” said State Commis-
sioner for Persons with Dis-
abilities Guruprasad Pawas-

Comprehensive  train-
ing programmes will be
conducted by GoaMiles to
equip the drivers with the
necessary skills to operate
the e-rickshaws effectively.
Besides, GoaMiles will de-
velop tailored business
models to empower PwDs
and their families.

T T A o
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Goa gets 2 sign language diploma courses

Times News NeTwork

Panaji: The office of the state
commissioner of persons
with disabilities declared the
launch of two new diploma
programmes in Goa.

These programmes— Di-
ploma in Indian Sign Langua-
ge Interpreting (DISLI) and
Diploma in Teaching Indian
Sign Language (DTISL)— are
being introduced for the first
time in the state. The courses
are aimed to enhance skills in
Indian sign language inter-
pretation and teaching and
opening new avenues in dis-
ability education.

The courses will be offered
by the Ali Yavar National In-
stitute of Speech and Hearing
Disabilities (AYJNISHD),

ACCESSIBLE LEARNING

» The programmes will be
conducted in collaboration
with Goa University

» They are the first-of-
their-kind to enhance skills
in Indian sign language
interpretation and teaching

which operates under the de-
partment of empowerment of
persons with disabilities in
the ministry of social justice
and empowerment, The pro-

grammes will be conducted in
collaboration with the Goa
University atitscampusat the
Taleigao plateau.

The introduction of these
two diploma courses marks
the firststep in the implemen-
tation of the memorandum of
understanding (MoU) signed
between the office of the state
commissioner for persons
with disabilities, AYJNISHD,
and Goa University.

The DISLI course is open
tocandidates who have comp-
leted their senior secondary
education{10+2) or equivalent
with at least 50% marks.
Applicants must also have
functional hands, be fluent
in at least one language, and
have normal hearing sensiti-
vity. The DTISL course requi-

Tives News Network

rescandidates to have comple-
ted their senior secondary
education (10+2)orequivalent
with at least 45% marks. App-
licants should also have profi-
cient skills in Indian Sign
Language (ISL), possess a cer-
tificate of disability (deaf),
andpassan interview and ISL
skill assessment.

State commissioner for
persons with disabilities, Gu-
ruprasad Pawaskar, said, “We
are happy to initiate these two
courses here in Goa through
AYJNISHD and Goa Universi-
ty. The introduction of the
DISLI and the DTISL pro-
grammes marks a significant
milestone. These courses will
empower individuals to brid-
ge communication gaps and
promote inclusivity”

Panaji: Sejal Mutakekar won the
- 50m and 100m Enastyle while She-

tistic, and others took part.

ANNUAL REPORT 2024-23

pionship 2024, organised by the of-
fice of the State Commissioner for
Persons with Disabilities, In asso-

LOCAL BEAT

ciation with Goa Paralympic Asso-
ciation at SAG swimming pool. A
total of 24 participants in disabili-

ty groups such as physically, vi-
sually, intellectually impaired, au-

mmm: 512-513:
blind category: Saish Paryekar,

Desai; Autism SV3: Keya Lotliekar;
intellectual impaired: Sejal Muta-
kekar: 100m freestyle: intellectual
impaired: Sejal Mutakekar; Autism
SV3: Keya Lotliekar; Autism SV3: Vi-
haan Chari; physical impaired-S4

Wmners of the State Para Swimming Champlnnshlp orgamsed hy the office of the
State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, at Campal on Saturday

physical impaired $9-510 catego-
ry: Manguesh Kuttikar; physical im- impaired -59 category: Sheron Fig-
paired - S4 category: Melwyn arado, 100 mtr Breaststroke: Sheron
Mendes: S1 category: Dharmanna  Figarado.

: Autism 5V3 cat ry: Alakh
s g Ronaldo, Venito on target

ment at Chinchinim

category: Melwyn Mendes; Physi-
cal Impaired - 59/510 category:
Ramkrishna Gawas; Physical Im-
paired - S1 category: 50m breast-
stroke: Moises Rodrigues; physical

Navelim Villagers Union defeated
United Clubof Verna2-0toenterthe
semifinals of the Our Lady of Merc-
es [Inter-Village foothall tourna-

ground. Scoring a goal in each half,
Navelim found the mark through
RonaldoPereiraand Venito Costa.

Calangute Veterans win
Calangute Veterans defeated Mor-
jim Veterans 3-1 to move ahead in
the Pogo Boys 50-plus Veterans Cup
football tournament, organised by
Pogo Boys of Merces at Merces
church ground on Saturday. All-
wyn, Agustine and Marcus scored
agoaleach for Calangute, while An-
thony Fernandes reduced the mar-
gin of defeat for Morjim.




A

Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

Media Highlights

IR TT: Wr@utrdaﬂv‘e 2024 BT T DT FebTe

dDI""tes’ Conclave - 20

TN T SR
A B W e o
“ me B VNe o <« e, fesr = el P
R UE smd s
mﬂmﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂﬁmqﬁ
¥ v aonEd TR TR
R W N FEEETE

_’fﬂr Aﬁﬂﬁml w mwh#wmmﬂm!uﬂmﬁmm#ﬂmw

S i i ey 00 e @ o) A, vRhT Sl @I R T s T wn 8 b S Tt
R 2024 T TR AR ST O T I TR T WA

F2- gopa fien WA TR OWR SRR R AgEETS TS aER TR dafn, vl peem o e v v v
TE 9 TR W @ TR W eI O R W e R e e ave v aeies wen e s weEm
TR AT Remes 9@ gwers  wEw owolem B wdE Em s P s TS SR T @R A W T
T FEHEATEA M T A T 4 ST (AE0E), R BT a9 () TR S S S TR A,

S T RN TR W T, 390 BT TR AR 5O O R OeR A A L
_ eliewer ~
33 e 3egd idare
ﬁmmmrﬂaﬂmamﬂﬂﬁ&rrmrlﬂwmm

T @ Hewy fauid ArEss,
B TEHER TSN B,

Hda, 8 amaT AP 0 g

el & FufE B
fasteai=n Hror T aFee
T BN S0 JTen. TR

it fam At
;mmm;:?m mdﬂaﬁﬁwﬂmﬁamwﬂammﬂwwmsﬁﬁﬁaﬂ %mmg}?
i T fn A e PRI 4 ER RO T,
gita e aftaw eftght  wderohofes Reofiiaen  Rearem seffero fammen sreuer fagrd doadey, dom  anwfeaw, e @ e
i1 e, UR USEl. A HEohen WiE  Sdoe au AE®, 99 dHed BR ORUd USghen  UGY meieRr a1 fewer

it dfe Uow T PR UEY RUR OOl WWGR  REUeH  6GEd  TRWEIG UGE HOd Aae AR, e weierer  smiRR
WY B R e Here dE e It 3R uewe:, vRa o 56, e RERfE seew BR ARied ewam o wee
Tt wEEe sEE o @ e wierdes ws #er BR Wud TSgeYTY  gewfoee Nar Aot WRw e B Sior g e

ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25

A




Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabhilities, Govt. Of Goa

Ty ey s uifa
AlEr ggfD AR ey
TERE () TN
HIGHT ST, AT B SR
e, A Rl ST
AT TS B A R
=, i seE T T
T e il
T 98 HW-‘T gqE A5,

Elke ol
YHEE A 4 6N R
AT HIFE
TR O e
T T E AT SRR
é‘r:rﬁwaawﬁm‘uﬁm

TEIATE TATH
WERE BETE A TR e
ey e T T

U A MERET e
A SAE M TR 9
AU AE, AHE T R

T TR AR
mmﬁmﬁmﬁt@aﬂhﬁ
T E W S W
fmm IE B e T
IR, AT e STHRERTE

Media Highlights

ST oF ST 9EE
AT S, ST TEER
Sugly bl e
gl E B e s
FEFAEET HERE A
THERT MW, CHeTE
TN TR Fy S
EAr i A s
bt B L R
1 T wE T T GEE
AR FRE U A T
90 BT B B FE AR
m«ﬂammw

s o e e

Al e A
G- P, S
FANP TOEER EET A
e %W

(B e ol S R E T
TEET W T A

Fere e e ARt S

9) T T S A e
¥ 93wl @ s e g il

SRl FETE < A
Lol

FAT 3

*)mmm%mmmw
ST B AR TRRAT A s
mmﬁmaﬁi??#ﬂz ST T TEA .

1) T R g

WWW 1'_“1]0 3

TR oo B, T %0 TR TEEIT oRRe W s
3 BAR oo B5d pfomiRer S o i
¥) 99 TR Al SR R e

5 6 AT 40

T B e B 9
M AW AR T EWE
frE A TRm gmEe
AT AU TE A
AT HE

T SR YRl
R Al @ SwE W
Eriain

A T 9 W g

b o A i
mm’tuﬂam

ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25




QOffice Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

@ Media Highlights

SAG asked to expedite appointment
of coaches for special children

MOVE AIMS TO ENSURE THEIR PARTICIPATION IN SPORTS

INTERVENTION SOUGHT
' Office of State Commissioner for PwD urges Sports
Authority of Goa for coach appointments _
 District Early Intervention Centre urges for coaches at
government pools and indoor stadium
W Commissioner Pawaskar directs Sports Authority to
appoint caaches for children with special needs

_I'Hgatlrgmne_xuzs. 2023, resolves toappoint coaches for
ren

THE GOAN | NETWORK.

PANAJI

The Office of the State Com-
missioner for Persons with
Disabilities (PwD) has written
1o the Sports Authority of Goa
to expedite the appointment
of coaches for children with
special needs, in a bid to en-
sum these talents panicipate
in sparting activities.

The Commission cited a re-
cent case whersin the District
Early Intervention Centre at
Hospicio Hospital Margao
urged them fo appoint coach-
es for children with special
needs at government swim-
ming pools and the indoor
stadium.

PwD  Commissioner Gu-
ruprasad Pawaskar stated that
this cormespondence was di-
rected to the Executive Director
of the Sports Autharity of Goa
to which the Dirctorof Coach-
ing at the Sports Authority of
Goaexpressed the unavailabil-
ityof such coaches.

Consequently, a hearing
was convened on December
28, 2ary, where the matter
was extensively discussed and
unanimously resolved to ap-
point coaches specifically for
children with spedial needs,
aligning with the mandates
of Section 30 of the Rights of

spedial needs chi

B inclusive sports participation crudal for dignity and

well-being, says Pawaskar

W RPWD Act’s Section 30 stresses on effedtive participation

in sports for disabled

B Order issued to expedite coach appointments for spedial
needs children, in line with RPWD Act

Persons with Disabilities Act,
b

“Ensuring inclusive sports
participation is not just a mat-
ter of rights, but of dignity and
well-being. By providing equal
opportunities  for  children
with special needs o engage
in sports, we are fostering a
momre inclusive sodety where
every individual can thrive,”
Pawaskar said.

Section 30 of the RPWD Act
emphasizes the importance of
ensuring  effective participa-
tion in sporting activities for
persons with disabilities. It
outlines measures for restruc-
turing courses, redesigning in-

frastructure, developing tech-
nology, and allocating funds
to facilitate the inclusion of
porsons with  disabilities in
sporting evenis,

“In accordance with the
RPWD Act and recognizing
sports as a fundamental right
for persons with disabilities,
we isued an order recom-
mending the SAG to expedite
the appointment of coach-
s for children with special
needs, This directive aims o
prevent any inconvenience to
the children and uphold their
right to participate in sports
activities™ the Commissioner
said
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