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I t is with a sense of accomplishment and renewed determination that I present 
the 2024-25 Annual Report of the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons 

with Disabilities. This report is not merely a compilation of data and activities; it is 
a narrative of our collective journey towards realizing the vision of an inclusive Goa. 
Since its establishment in 2022, the Commission has been instrumental in shifting 
the paradigm of disability rights, moving from mere awareness to tangible action.

The 2024-25 report highlights the successful execution of numerous awareness 
campaigns that have penetrated the grassroots level, fostering a deeper understanding 
and empathy within our communities. We have witnessed a significant increase 
in the proactive handling of grievances, ensuring that the voices of persons with 
disabilities are not only heard but acted upon. The Commission's dedication to 
advocating for policy changes and implementing accessible infrastructure has laid a 
solid foundation for future progress.

This year's report underscores the importance of collaboration across all sectors 
of society.

 I want to express my sincere gratitude to the entire team at the Commission 
for their unwavering commitment and relentless efforts. As we move forward, we 
must continue to build upon these achievements, ensuring that every citizen of Goa, 
regardless of their abilities, has the opportunity to thrive and contribute to our state's 
prosperity.

Dr. Pramod Sawant 
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa

A Word From
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T he 2024- 2025 Annual Report of the Office of the State Commissioner for 
Persons with Disabilities marks a pivotal year in our journey towards creating 

an inclusive Goa. This period has been particularly significant, as the establishment 
of an independent Department for the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities 
by the Government of Goa has provided us with renewed focus and resources. It is 
with immense pleasure that I acknowledge the enhanced capacity this has afforded 
us, enabling more targeted and impactful efforts in empowering individuals with 
disabilities. 

The synergy between the independent Department and the Office of the State 
Commissioner has been instrumental in advancing our shared goal of making Goa a 
truly inclusive state for all. This report highlights the collaborative initiatives, policy 
advancements, and on-ground actions that have collectively contributed to creating 
a more accessible and equitable environment. We remain committed to building 
upon these achievements, ensuring that every person with a disability in Goa has 
the opportunity to lead a dignified and fulfilling life.

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai
Hon’ble Minister for Department for  

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities

A Word From
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I t is with immense pleasure that I present the Annual Report for 2024-25, a 
testament to our steadfast commitment to making Goa a truly inclusive state. 

Beyond the crucial physical infrastructural changes and accessibility initiatives, I 
firmly believe that fostering a shift in societal attitudes is paramount to achieving 
genuine inclusion for persons with disabilities. The Office of the State Commissioner 
for Persons with Disabilities has been instrumental in driving this change through 
impactful awareness campaigns, effectively transforming perspectives and 
dismantling preconceived notions. 

These efforts have not only enhanced understanding but also cultivated empathy 
and respect within our communities. I commend the tireless dedication of the 
Commission and the entire department for their unwavering efforts in empowering 
persons with disabilities, and I look forward to continuing this vital work towards a 
more equitable and inclusive Goa.

Shri. E V Vallavan IAS
Secretary, Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities 

A Word From
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I t is with profound satisfaction that I present the 2024-2025 Annual Report of 
the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, a document 

that encapsulates a year of dedicated service and significant strides towards 
creating a more equitable society. I wish to express my deepest appreciation to 
the Government of Goa for their visionary decision to establish an independent 
department focused on the empowerment of persons with disabilities. This strategic 
move underscores the government's unwavering commitment to ensuring that the 
rights and needs of this vital segment of our population are prioritized and addressed 
with the utmost diligence.

This report serves not merely as a record of our activities, but as a testament 
to the transformative impact of our collective efforts. We have diligently worked 
to implement a range of initiatives designed to enhance the quality of life for 
persons with disabilities, focusing on key areas such as accessibility, education, 
employment, and social inclusion. We have strived to strengthen our grievance 
redressal mechanisms, ensuring that the voices of those we serve are heard and 
their concerns are addressed promptly and effectively.

Furthermore, we have actively engaged with various stakeholders, including 
NGOs, educational institutions, and community leaders, to foster a collaborative 
approach to disability rights.

The vision of an inclusive Goa, championed by the Honourable Chief Minister, is a 
guiding principle that drives our work. With the continued support of the government 
and the unwavering dedication of our team, I am confident that we will continue 
to make significant progress in realizing this vision, ensuring that every individual, 
regardless of their abilities, has the opportunity to lead a fulfilling and dignified life.

Shri. Guruprasad R. Pawaskar
State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities

A Word From
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A s the Director of the Department for Empowerment of Persons with 
Disabilities, I am deeply honored to present the 2024-2025 Annual Report. 

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Commissioner, Secretary, and the entire 
team for their exceptional work in advancing the cause of inclusion and accessibility 
across Goa. The State Commission's unwavering dedication has been pivotal in 
transforming Goa into a more inclusive state, where every individual, regardless of 
ability, feels valued and respected. 

This year's report highlights significant strides in fostering inclusive education, 
enhancing employment opportunities, and ensuring accessible infrastructure, 
paving the way for a society where persons with disabilities can fully participate in 
all aspects of life. 

Their efforts have not only focused on policy implementation but also on creating 
a culture of empathy and understanding, making Goa a place where diversity is 
celebrated and everyone has the opportunity to thrive. By championing initiatives 
that promote equal access to services, advocate for rights, and empower individuals, 
the Commission has reinforced our commitment to building a truly inclusive Goa, 
where everyone belongs.

Mrs. Varsha Naik
Director, Department for Empowerment 

of Persons with Disabilities 

A Word From
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A s Secretary of the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with 
Disabilities, I am honored to present the 2024-2025 Annual Report, a 

testament to our unwavering commitment to fostering an inclusive Goa. Our mission 
has always been to support and uplift persons with disabilities across all sectors, 
and this year's report reflects the tangible progress we've made. We've actively 
pursued inclusion in education, ensuring accessible learning environments and 
tailored support systems. In employment, we've facilitated skill development and 
job placements, empowering individuals to achieve economic independence. The 
Commission has also championed accessibility in sports, promoting participation 
and recognizing the remarkable achievements of our athletes. 

Furthermore, we’ve intensified our efforts in spreading awareness about disability 
rights, conducting outreach programs to dispel misconceptions and foster empathy. 
This year marked a significant increase in our grievance redressal mechanisms, 
ensuring timely and effective resolution of issues faced by persons with disabilities. 
We have also strengthened our collaboration with NGOs, government agencies, and 
the private sector, creating a robust network of support. This report underscores 
our dedication to creating a barrier-free Goa, where every individual, regardless of 
ability, can live with dignity and contribute meaningfully to society.

Shri. Taha I. Haaziq
Secretary, Office of the State Commissioner 

for Persons with Disabilities

A Word From
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Mission
To Empower persons with 
Disabilities through its 
various acts/rules/institution, 
organization and schemes for 
rehabilitation and to create 
an enabling environment 
that provides such persons 
with equal opportunities, 
protection of their rights and 
enables them to participate as 
independent and productive 
members of society.

Vision
To build an 
inclusive society 
in which equal 
opportunities 
are provided for 
the growth and 
development 
of persons with 
disabilities so 
that they can lead 
productive safe and 
dignified lives.

Our Guiding Principles
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Shri. Guruprasad  
R. Pawaskar

Hon’ble State Commissioner 
for Persons with Disabilities

Ms. Durga  
Umesh Naik

Administrative Officer

Mrs. Sushanti  
A. Sawant

Lower Division Clerk

Shri. Prashant  
C. Raut

Lower Division Clerk

Shri. Mithin  
Gaonkar

Multi Tasking Staff

Mrs. Ninette  
R. Silveira

Jr. Steno

Shri. Narayan Kubal
Multi Tasking Staff

Shri. Ratnakant 
Cumbarjuenkar
Upper Division Clerk

Shri. Prashant  
Gaonkar

Driver

Shri. Taha Haaziq
Secretary

Organisational Structure
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• Empowering Future of Inclusivity
� 11th March 2024

I nauguration of the new premises of the Office of the State Commissioner 
for Persons with Disabilities Goa at 1st Floor Building B, New Market 

Complex, Porvorim Goa on 11th March 2024 at the hands of Dr. Pramod Sawant, 
Hon’ble Chief Minister Govt of Goa.

In frame Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa, Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Hon’ble 
Minister for Social Welfare, Shri. Subhash Chandra (IAS), Secretary Social Welfare, Shri. Guruprasad 
R. Pawaskar, Hon’ble State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Director DEPwD, Shri. Ajit 
Panchwadkar, Director Social Welfare and Shri. Taha I. Haaziq, Secretary, SCPwD.

Activities & Achievements
A Journey of Inclusion
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• Unveiling the Masterpiece &  
Stepping into a more Inclusive 
world
� 11th March 2024

U nveiling the International Purple Fest 2024 Coffee table book at the 
hands of Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa. The 

Book serves as a visual and literary masterpiece, capturing the essence of the 
festivals diversity, creativity and the remarkable talent exhibited by individuals 
with disabilities. Further, the Office distributed Prosthesis to 300+ beneficiaries, 
motorised wheelchairs and neo motion bike and launched the wheelchair 
accessible E-Rickshaws fostering inclusivity and mobility for all.  

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

In frame Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa, Shri. Subhash Fal Dessai, Hon’ble 
Minister for Social Welfare, Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar Hon’ble State Commissioner for Persons 
with Disabilities Shri. Kedar Naik, Saligao MLA, GSIDC Vice Chairman, Mrs. Meghna Shetgaonkar, 
Director DEPwD, Shri. Ajit Panchwadkar, Director Social Welfare and Shri. Taha I. Haaziq, 
Secretary, SCPwD. unveiling the International Purple Fest Goa 2024 coffee table book.



Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 4 - 2 5 13

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

In frame Dr. Pramod Sawant, 
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa, 
Shri. Subhash Fal Dessai, 
Hon’ble Minister for Social 
Welfare, Shri. Guruprasad 
Pawaskar Hon’ble State 
Commissioner for PwDs 
distributing Prosthesis Limbs 
to the beneficiaries.  

In frame Shri. Subhash Fal 
Dessai, Hon’ble Minister 
for Social Welfare, Shri. 
Guruprasad Pawaskar, Shri. 
Ajit Panchwadkar, Director 
Social Welfare handing over 
the keys of Neo Motion 
Wheelchair Bike to the 
beneficiaries. 

In frame Dr. Pramod Sawant, 
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa, 

Shri. Subhash Fal Dessai, 
Hon’ble Minister for Social 
Welfare, Shri. Guruprasad 

Pawaskar Hon’ble State 
Commissioner for PwDs 

flagging off the wheelchair 
accessible E-Rickshaw.
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• International Women’s Day 2024 
�   14th March 2024

C elebrated International Women’s Day 2024 in association with Rotary 
Club of Panaji Riviera and Disability Alliance for Inclusive Goa at Sanjay 

Centre for Special Education Porvorim Goa

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion
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• Historic Milestone
�   1st April 2024

T he newly established Department for Empowerment of Persons with 
Disabilities began its operation from 1st April 2024. An independent 

department for the empowerment of persons with disabilities in the state of 
Goa. Thanks to the continued efforts of Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa Dr. Pramod 
Sawant for this historic decision.

Inauguration of the department premises by the hands of Chief Secretary, Shri. Punnet Kumar 
Goel, IAS, Hon’ble State Commissioner, Shri. Guruprasad R. Pawaskar, Director, DEPwD  
Mrs. Meghana Shetgaonkar

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion
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• Inclusive Endeavour 
�   30th April 2024

T he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities in 
collaboration with Museum of Goa (MoG), TIES, YCT, along with the Goa 

Centre Program initiated 'Inclusive Endeavor' which was dedicated to fostering 
inclusivity, empowering Persons with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 
and creating an enabling environment for all. It also focused on raising awareness 
and promoting sensitivity towards neurodiveristy within society, enhancing 
accessible tourism initiatives and industry relevant skills.

Panel discussion on inclusion by eminent experts

In frame State Commissioner for Persons 
with Disabilities Shri Guruprasad 
Pawaskar, Secretary of State Commission 
for Persons with Disabilities Shri Taha 
Haaziq.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion
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• Accessibility Check at Polling 
Booths
�   30th May 2024

T he Office ensured accessibility checks at various polling booths in South 
Goa before the General Lok Sabha Election 2024. The Inspection was 

conducted by Secretary, Shri. Taha I. Haaziq, Shri. Sudesh Gaude along with Shri. 
Vishant Nagvekar and Shri. Patrick D’souza.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

In frame Secretary, Shri. Taha I. Haaziq, along with Assistant Director, Social Welfare, Shri. 
Sudesh Gaude, Dr. Rashmi Dessai, Shri. Vishant Nagvekar and Shri. Patrick D’souza, at the polling 
booths.
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• ART Inclusion
�   19th July 2024

T he Art Inc. exhibition, was a groundbreaking initiative by the Office 
of Commissioner of Persons with Disabilities and Department for 

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities in collaboration with the Museum of 
Goa. The exhibition showcased the creative talents of over 45 artists through 100+ 
artworks. From July 19, 2024, the exhibition engaged with the public through 10+ 
guided tours, 7 workshops, and 5 outreach programs in schools, welcoming over 
1000 visitors and 250+ students. Recognizing the importance of accessibility, 
the exhibition incorporated tactile artworks, Braille signages, audio descriptions, 
and Indian Sign Language interpretations. This initiative, supported by Access For 
All, a Mumbai-based organization dedicated to accessible public spaces, marks a 
significant step towards making art truly inclusive for everyone.

A group photo at the Art Inclusion event at the Museum of Goa. In frame Shri Subhash Phal Dessai, 
Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities; Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar, 
Hon’ble State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities; Shri Taha Haaziq, Secretary, Office of 
the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities; Shri Prakash Kamal, Senior Journalist and 
artists.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion
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In frame Shri Subhash Phal Dessai, Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of persons with 
disabilities along with Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar State Commissioner for person with 
disabilities in the exhibition area, admiring the artworks made by Artist with disabilities.

Image of twelve framed artworks arranged in grid like pattern. 
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In frame Ms. Fedricka Menezes, artist and Ms. Shardha Kerkar in the exhibition space admiring 
the artworks.

Image of a rectangular exhibition space showcasing artworks created by artist with disabilities. 
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In frame Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Hon’ble Minister for Department for Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities, Lighting the lamp, along with Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar, Hon’ble 
State Commissioner for PwDs, Mrs. Varsha Naik, Director, Department for Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities, Shri. Satish Kapoor, Founding President of We Care Film Festival, Shri. 
Mohammad Reza Fazel, Director of the Cultural House of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

• Indo-Iranian Film Festival  
on Disability Issues
�   26th, 27th & 28th June 2024

T he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, the 
Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Government 

of Goa), the Cultural House of the Islamic Republic of Iran, We Care Film Festival, 
and Brotherhood, showcased the unifying power of cinema. The festival offered 
a diverse and engaging selection of films from both Iran and India, carefully 
curated to inspire and connect with audiences.  A key focus of the festival was 
accessibility, with all screenings thoughtfully adapted to ensure inclusivity for 
persons with disabilities.

Students from twelve schools across Goa were actively involved, immersing 
themselves in the rich cinematic traditions of both nations. The festival's reach 
extended across the state, with screenings held in Panjim (June 26th), Sakalim 
(June 27th), and Margao (June 28th), bringing the magic of film to a wide range 
of communities. The Indo-Iranian Film Festival served as a powerful platform 
for cultural exchange, fostering deeper understanding and appreciation between 
Iran and India. By championing accessibility and inclusivity, the festival ensured 
that the transformative potential of cinema could be shared and enjoyed by 
everyone.
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Second day at Sakhalim: In frame Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Govt of Goa 
inaugurating the second day of the Indo Iranian Film Festival at Sankhali.

Image of students sitting in the auditorium.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

A group photo with the teaching staff present at the program. In frame Shri. Satish Kapoor, Founding President of We Care 
Film Festival, Shri. Mohammad Reza Fazel, Director of the Cultural House of the Islamic Republic of Iran and teachers from 
various schools.
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In frame Advocate Eeshan Usapkar taking up the session and Ms. Muskan Shaikh, Sign Language 
Interpreter interpreting the session.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

• Cyber Security Awareness
�   06th July 2024

T he Office in collaboration with Goa State Legal Service Authority hosted a 
groundbreaking Cyber Security Awareness session on July 6, 2024 at the 

Lok Adalat Hall, High Court of Bombay at Goa. The session was led by Advocate 
Eeshan Usapkar, empowering 55 government employees with disabilities with 
essential cyber security knowledge.
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• Enhancing Mobility and  
Communication
�   18th July 2024

A s part of the Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited, the office proudly 
launched a transformative initiative to support Persons with Disabilities 

in Goa. A total of 32 Person with disabilities benefited, 10 lower floor modified 
two wheelers were distributed to 10 individuals, 10 Neo Motion Wheelchair Bikes 
were distributed to 10 persons with disabilities and 12 Communication Assistive 
devices were distributed for Children with special Needs. The distribution event 
was graced by the Hon’ble Chief Minister Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Speaker 
Shri. Ramesh Tawadkar, Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of PwDs Shri. 
Subhash Phal Dessai, MLA Margao Shri. Digambar Kamat, Secretary, DEPwD 
Shri E V Vallavan IAS, Hon’ble State Commissioner and Director, DEPwD.

In frame Hon’ble Chief Minister Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of PwDs 
Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Secretary, DEPwD Shri E V Vallavan IAS, Hon’ble State Commissioner 
handing over the key of lower floor bike.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion
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In frame Dr Pramod Sawant Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa, Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Hon’ble 
Minister for Empowerment of PwDs, Shri Ramesh Tawadkar, Speaker Govt of Goa, Shri. Digambar 
Kamat MLA Margao, Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar Hon’ble State Commissioner, presenting 
communication assistive device to a student.

In frame Dr. Pramod Sawant, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri. Daji Salkar, MLA Vasco da Gama, 
Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar, Hon’ble State Commissioner handing over the keys of neo motion 
wheelchair bike to the beneficiary.
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Group photograph of all the para swimmers alongside  Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Secretary, DEPwD Shri E V Vallavan IAS, 
Hon’ble State Commissioner Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar, , Director, DEPwD Mrs. Varsha Naik, 
Mayor Corporation City of Panjim Shri Rohit Monseratte, Chairman, Para Swimming Association 
of India, Shri. Taha Haaziq, Secretray, SCPwD, Dr. V.K Dabbas, Secretary, Paralympic Committee 
of India  Shri. Jaywant Gundu Hamanawar, and Shri. Sudesh Thakur, Secretary Goa Paralympic 
Association.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

• State Para Swimming  
Championship
�   3rd August 2024 

O rganised the State Para Swimming Championship in association with 
Goa Paralympic Association on August 3rd 2024 at the SAG Swimming 

Pool Campal Goa. The event received a footfall of 24 athletes from various 
disability groups including Visual Impaired, Intellectual disability, Autism, etc. 
Participants showcased their exceptional skills and sportsmanship across the 
various events which were classified into groups based on their disabilities. The 
Championship celebrated the spirit of inclusivity and athleticism, highlighting the 
talents of individuals with disabilities.
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• Desh Bhakti Geet Gayan Spardha
�   15th August 2024

O n the occasion of 78th Independence day the Office and Department 
in association with the Disability Alliance for Inclusive Goa and Rotary 

club of Panaji Riviera organised the Desh Bhakti Geet Gayan Spardha for Persons 
with Disabilities on 15th August 2024 at Sanjay Centre for Special Education. The 
Competition received a participation of more than 30 Persons with Disabilities 
from across the state. The inaugural ceremony was attended by Raj Sabha MP, 
Shri. Sadanand Tanavde, Director, DEPWD, Smt Varsha Naik, State Commissioner 
for Persons with Disabilities, Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar, Chairman Sanjay Centre 
for Special Education Shri. Siddharth Kuncolinkar, Secretary, SCPwD, Shri. Taha 
Haazia, Member Secretary, Sanjay Centre for Special Education, Smt Neetal 
Amonkar, President, Disability Alliance for Inclusion Goa, Shri. Patrick D'Souza, 
Senior Journalist, Prakash Kamat, President, DRAG Shri. Avelino D'sa, Rtr Tanvi 
Atreya Sawant, President Rotary Club Panaji Rivera, Rtrn Shiva Baba Naik and Ann 
Rahul Nadkarni. The winners of the Competition  were  Ms Vibha Kanekar (First 
Prize), Mr Satny D’souza (Second prize), Ms. Amintaj Nashipudi (Third prize).

A group photograph of all the participants along with Raj Sabha MP, Shri. Sadanand Tanavde, 
Director, DEPWD, Smt Varsha Naik, State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Shri. 
Guruprasad Pawaskar, Secretary, SCPwD, Shri. Taha Haaziq, Senior Journalist, Prakash Kamat, 
President, DRAG Shri. Avelino D'sa.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion
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In Frame Hon'ble Minister for the Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Shri. 
Subhash Phal Dessai, Secretary, Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Shri. 
E Vallavan IAS, State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar, 
Director, DEPWD, Smt. Varsha Naik and Secretary, SCPwD, Shri. Taha Haaziq handing over the 
keys to Shri. Laxmikant Parsekar, Chairman, Harmala Panchakroshi Shiksha Mandal.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

• Distribution of 12 Wheelchair  
Accessible E-Rickshaws to NGO’s
�   22nd August 2024

10  NGO’s/ Special Schools received wheelchair accessible E-Rickshaws 
by the Office and Department to enhance the mobility of Children 

and students with special needs. Present at the occasion were Hon'ble Minister 
for the Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Shri. Subhash 
Phal Dessai, Ex Chief Minister of Goa, Shri. Laxmikant Parsekar, Secretary, 
Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Shri. E Vallavan IAS, 
State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar, 
Director, DEPWD, Smt. Varsha Naik, Secretary, SCPwD, Shri. Taha Haaziq and 
Director, Directorate of Social Welfare, Shri. Ajit Panchwadkar.
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Keshav Seva Sadhana

Street Providence

Chetna Charitable 
Trust

Gujrati Educational 
Trust for the 
Handicapped

Novi Survat

Atmavishvas

Disha School for 
Special Children 

Aastha 

Harmal 
Panchakroshi

Caritas Goa

In Frame Hon'ble Minister for the Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Secretary, 
Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, State Commissioner for Persons with 
Disabilities, Director, DEPWD, and Secretary, SCPwD, handing over the keys to Shri. Sitaram Gawde, 
Headmaster, Atmavishwas School.
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• Paralympic Games Paris 2024
�   28th August - 8th Sept 2024

H on’ble Minister for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Shri. 
Subhash Phal Desai and Hon’ble State Commissioner for Persons with 

Disabilities Shri. Guruprasad R. Pawaskar attended the Paralympic Game 2024 
which was held in Paris from 28th August 2024 to 08th September 2024.

Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Shri. Subhash Phal Desai and 
Hon’ble State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities Shri. Guruprasad R. Pawaskar with Ms. 
Manisha Ramadass, Indian Para Badminton player. 

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion
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In frame Hon’ble State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Shri. Guruprasad R. Pawaskar 
along with the faculty of AYJNISHD.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

•	Landmark Launch: Goa’s First  
Indian Sign Language Course
�   17th Sept 2024

T he Ali Yavar Jung National Institute of Speech and Hearing Disabilities 
(Divyangjan) Extension counter officially launched the Diploma in 

Teaching Indian Sign Language (DTISL) course on September 17th 2024, at Goa 
University through an MoU signed between the Office of the State Commissioner 
for Persons with Disabilities Goa.
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• XXIV National Para Swimming 
Championship Goa
�   19th to 23rd October 2024

T he 24th National Para Swimming Championship (from October 19th to 
23rd) highlighted the transformative power of sport. 518+ para-athletes 

competed in 300+ events, showcasing incredible talent and resilience.  The event, 
a joint initiative Paralympic Committee of India in association with Office and 
Department was honoured by the presence of dignitaries including the Hon'ble 
Chief Minister of Goa.  The championship fostered community and celebrated the 
inspiring achievements of India's para-athletes.

In frame Hon’ble Minister for Sports & Youth Affairs Shri. Govind Gaude; Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of PwDs Shri. 
Subhash Phal Dessai; Secretary, DEPwD Shri. E V Vallavan (IAS), Hon’ble State Commissioner for PwDs, Executive Director, 
DEPwD; Director Sports & Youth Affairs Dr. Geeta Nagvekar; President Paralympic Committee of India (PCI) Mr. Devendra 
Jhajharia,  Chairman, PCI Dr. V K Dabass and other dignitaries lighting the lamp at the Inaugural function.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion
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Image of a Para 
Swimmer diving into 
the pool

Image of a para 
swimmer swimming 

in a pool
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Image of a group of para swimmers 
at the edge of an pool, preparing for 
the competition.

Image of para swimmer at the 
starting block of a pool, preparing 
for the race.

Image of a group of para 
swimmers diving into a pool.
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Image of para swimmer diving into the pool

Participants enjoying a delightful cruise ride 
after the event. 

A group photograph captures the 
victorious Karnataka team alongside 

dignitaries including the Hon'ble Chief 
Minister of Goa, Dr. Pramod Sawant, 

the Hon'ble Minister for Empowerment 
of PwDs, Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, 

the Director of DEPwD, the Chairman of 
PCI, and the President of PCI. The team 
is presented with the Shri Khem Chand 

Dabas Memorial trophy
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In frame Hon’ble 
State Commissioner 
for PwDs Shri. 
Guruprasad R 
Pawaskar alongside 
Artist Nawab Khan 
and Frederika 
Menezes

In frame Tauno 
Kangro, an Estonian 
Sculptor, creating a 
live sculpture at the 

exhibition.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

• Colors of Resilience
�   16th-17th November 2024

T he "Colours of Resilience" art exhibition, a key initiative of International 
Purple fest, launched at Taj Cidade de Goa Heritage, celebrating the 

artistic expression and empowerment of Persons with Disabilities.  The preview 
evening, conceptualized by Fredericka Menezes, featured renowned artists 
like Tauno Kangro, Nidhi Sharma, and Manoj Das, as well as a captivating 
performance by Santoor maestro Nawab Khan.  The exhibition, was open to the 
public on November 16th and 17th, showcasing artworks embodying resilience 
and inclusion.
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In frame Artist, Shri 
Manoj Das painting  
at the exhibition.

Display of painting 
by Fredrika Menezes 

at the exhibition.
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• A Day of Joy and Connection :
Celebrating Individuals with ADHD  
and Down Syndrome

�   30th November 2024

G racia de Orta Municipal Garden, Panaji, Goa, was transformed into a 
hub of joy and connection on November 30, 2024, as approximately 

150 individuals with ADHD and Down Syndrome, their families, and supporters 
gathered for a day dedicated to celebration and inclusion.  The vibrant atmosphere 
was a testament to the collaborative spirit behind the event, organized by the 
Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, the Department for 
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Sethu, the Down Syndrome Federation 
of India, and Dnyanvardhini Divyang Training College. 

The day offered a rich tapestry of experiences, with NGOs and special schools 
from across Goa showcasing their dedication and talent.  From captivating painting 
exhibitions that revealed the unique perspectives of the artists, to energetic 
Zumba Session that showcased their rhythm and spirit, the event was a feast 
for the senses.  Food stalls offered a delicious array of treats, while interactive 
games fostered laughter and friendly competition.  

The smiles and laughter that filled the garden were a testament to the event's 
success in creating a truly memorable and inclusive experience for all.

A group of children with and without disabilities energetically dancing during the Zumba 
session.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion
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Image from the activity area. 
Image shows a child with Down 
syndrome is actively cooking, 
assisted by two adults.

A group photo of the organising team 
featuring Hon’ble State Commissioner, Shri. 
Guruprasad Pawaskar, Director DEPwD Mrs. 
Varsha Naik, Secretary SCPwD Shri. Taha 
Haaziq, Dr. Nandita D’souza SETHU, Mrs 
Manju Sashidharn Principal, Dnyanvardhini 
Divyang Training College and other Team 
members.

Image of a purple display board 
showcasing 09 colourful posters 

made by students. This display 
was part of a Down Syndrome 

Awareness month activity.
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Image showcases young 
women a highlight of the 
event’s activity. 

Image showcases a child with 
down syndrome painting a bag 
with a vegetable stencils.

A group of people and 
children gathered around 
a table, participating in a 

crafting activity.
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Image showcases two young women holding 
their painted tote bad, a highlight of the 
event’s activity. 

Image of children with and without disability 
engaged in a creative activity, drawing and 
colouring with markers.  Two adults are 
guiding the children in the grassy setting.

Image of children 
with and without 

disability enjoying 
the zumba session.
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Hon'ble Minister for the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Subhash Phal 
Desai handing over the keys to Mr. Salil Mahale along with Hon’ble State Commissioner Shri 
Guruprasad Pawaskar, Director DEPwD, Mrs. Varsha Naik, Secretary SCPwDs, Shri Taha I Haaziq, 
Deputy Director DEPwD, Dr. Mriselda Monteiro, and Administrative Officer SCPwD, Ms. Durga 
Naik.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion

• Enhanced Mobility for Salil Mahale
�   29th January 2025

S alil Mahale, a person with disability, received a Neo Motion motorized 
bike from the Office of the State Commission and the Department for 

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities on 29th January 2025.  The Hon'ble 
Minister for the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, 
Subhash Phal Desai, presented the bike, facilitating Mr. Mahale's mobility.



Office Of The State Commissioner For Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 4 - 2 5 43

• Sugamya Yatra : 

Enhancing Accessibility for Persons  
with Disabilities

�   7th Feb 2025

T he Sugamya Yatra, a nationwide initiative promoting accessibility, was 
launched in Goa on February 7, 2025.  Hon'ble Minister for Empowerment 

of Persons with Disabilities, Shri Subhash Phal Dessai, officially flagged off the 
program at the Goa College of Architecture.  The Office of the State Commissioner 
for Persons with Disabilities and the Department for Empowerment of Persons 
with Disabilities leaded the initiative, collaborating with the Goa College of 
Architecture, Dnyanvardhini Divyang Training College, and 25 core leaders.  Over 
50 buildings across Goa were audited.

In frame Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities’, Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Hon’ble State 
Commissioner Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar, Director DEPwD, Mrs. Varsha Naik, Secretary SCPwDs, Shri Taha I Haaziq, and 
Principal Goa College of Architecture Dr. Leon along with the Core team members and Students flagging off the Yatra at 
Goa College of Architecture.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion
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Shri. Prakash Kamat, 
Sr. Journalist and 
Disability Expert along 
with the team for 
Accessibility Audit of 
Caculo Mall.

Student of 
Dnyanvardhini Divyang 
Training College at 
government schools 
in Vasco conducting 
accessibility audit.

Shri Prashant Raut 
and Shri Mahadev 
Sawant along with the 
team at Government 
buildings and public 
places in Panaji.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion
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• Distribution of wheelchair 
accessible E-Rickshaws to  
10 beneficiaries
�   14th Feb 2025

T he Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Office of 
the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities in partnership with 

Goa Miles distributed 10 Wheelchair Accessible E-Rickshaws. This distribution 
follows a MoU signed between the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons 
with Disabilities and Goa Miles on August 06, 2024. The Partnership focuses on 
creating sustainable livelihoods for Persons with Disabilities by providing access 
to economic opportunities.

In Frame Hon’ble Minister for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities’, Shri. Subhash Phal 
Dessai, Hon’ble State Commissioner Shri Guruprasad Pawaskar, Director DEPwD, Mrs. Varsha 
Naik, Secretary SCPwDs, Shri Taha I Haaziq, Founder Goa Miles, Shri Utkarsh Dabhade along 
with the 10 beneficiaries.

Activities & Achievements : A journey of Inclusion
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CASE No. 01/ComPwDs/2024-25/09� Date of Order: 20/12/2024

Name of the Parties :	 Shane Antonio Vaz 

V/s

	 The Secretary, Alzira Co-op Housing Society Ltd,

	 The Chief Officer, Margao Municipal Council 

Facts of the Case

The Complainant Shri. Shane Antonio Vaz, person with 100% disability R/o 
Alzira Appts. Opp. Nehru Stadium Fatorda, filed a complaint dated 24/01/2024 
before this commission in regards to the harassment caused to him by the society 
he is living in.

Observations And Recommendations/Decision of SCPwDs.

This commission recommended Respondent no -I The Secretary, Alzira Co-op 
Housing Society Ltd to issue necessary NOC to the Complainant and provide all 
required assistance for availing separate water connection to his premises.

Further this commission also recommended the Respondent no -II the 
Chairperson of the Margao Municipality to personally look into the issue and 
expedite process from his end, also the Executive Engineer of PWD, although is 
not party to the proceeding is recommended to expedite to issue connection to 
the Complainant being a Person with Disability to the premises bearing House tax 
no. 2/4554. which has a Garage now converted to shop.

As far as issue of demolition notice issued by Respondent no.-II concerned 
complainant may approach competent legal forum as this commission cannot 
dwell into correction of the ordering end preview of this Commission, further 
both the Respondents are recommended to file the Compliance report to this 
office with the period of 90 days from receipt of this Order as per section 81 of 
the Rights of the Person with Disabilities Act, 2016.

Addressing Grievances
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CASE No. 11/Comm-PwDs/2023-24/1093� Date of Order: 07/12/2024

Name of the Parties :	 Deepak Vinayak Shenvi Malkarnekar  

V/s

	 The Inspector, Department of Civil Supplies,

	 The Director, Department of Civil Supplies.

Facts of the Case

The Complainant Deepak Vinayak Shenvi Malkarnekar, a person with 82% 
having Baker Muscular Dystrophy, physical disability, working as UDC in the 
Civil Supplies Department Office, Quepem Taluka, who has made a complaint 
to this Commission with regards to requesting The Civil supplies department, 
Government of Goa to permit him to work from home.

Observations And Recommendations/Decision of SCPwDs.

Upon hearing the Complainant and both the Respondent I and II, and going 
through the issue concerned in the complaint, and considering the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities Act 2016,

This Commission has passed interim order dated 07/12/2023 whereby 
Complainant was allowed to work from home considering his Disability till passing 
the next Order.

Further this Commission has also recommended Complainant to make 
arrangement to pick-up files/assignment work given from office and after finishing 
the work or completing assignment work will make arrangement to drop office 
files/assignment work back, as to ensure that no inconvenience is caused to 
smooth functioning of the Office

After this interim Order was passed Compliance was submitted by the 
Respondent-11 on 23/02/2024 and it is seen that both the parties have complied 
with directions of this Commission and present arrangement is working well 
for the complainant as well as Respondent-1. The interim order passed by this 
Commission and the Order issued by the Respondent-II dated 23/02/2024 is 
made absolute, both parties are directed to adhere to the arrangement made vide 
order dated 07/12/2023.

Addressing Grievances
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Case No.� Date : August 16, 2024

Name of the parties :	 Shri. Suresh Kumar Pal

V/s

	 The Director, Directorate of Agriculture, 
	 Krishi Bhavan Miramar, Tonca Caranzalem, Campal, 	
	 Panjim, Goa

	           Resp. 1

	 The zonal Agriculture officer,  
	 Zonal Agriculture office (Ponda)

	           Resp. 2

Facts of the Case

The complainant, Shri Suresh Kumar Pal, a person with 60% locomotor 
disability, filed a complaint against the Director, Directorate of Agriculture, 
regarding difficulties faced in attending office due to the non-functional lift in a 
building where his office is located on the third floor. Due to his health condition, 
he was unable to climb stairs and requested a temporary work arrangement on 
the ground floor. Upon receiving the complaint, the Commission issued notices 
to the respondents. After hearing both parties and considering the complainant’s 
difficulties, the Commission passed an interim order, leading to the respondent 
making a temporary seating arrangement for the complainant on the ground floor 
of the post office. However, due to the complainant’s worsening health, traveling 
to the post office 120 km away from his residence became impossible.

Observations and Recommendations/Decision of SCPwDs

Considering the complainant’s medical condition and humanitarian grounds, 
the Commission recommended that the Director, Directorate of Agriculture, issue 

Addressing Grievances
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an order allowing Shri Suresh Kumar Pal to work from home. Additionally, the 
Zonal Agriculture Office, Ponda-Goa, was directed to instruct the Zonal Agriculture 
Office, Mormugao-Goa, to allocate work to the complainant as per his ability. The 
complainant was advised to arrange for the pickup and drop-off of files to ensure 
the smooth functioning of office work.

The Commission also recommended that the complainant be paid full salary 
for the period where his leave was not regularized due to inaccessible working 
conditions. Furthermore, all service benefits, including retirement benefits, were to 
be ensured. The respondent was advised to consider the complainant’s voluntary 
retirement request, if applied, as per government guidelines. The complainant 
was directed to perform his duties diligently and not misuse the work-from-
home arrangement. A compliance report on these recommendations was to be 
submitted within 15 days of receiving the order. With this, the proceedings of the 
complaint were officially closed on 16th August 2024. 
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Media Highlights
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