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MESSAGE

I extend my congratulations to the whole staff of the Office of the State Commissioner 
for People with Disabilities for successfully completing their first year. I applaud the 

efforts made by the commission employees to pursue various steps that will empower people 
with disabilities. Since its inception, the commission has run a number of programmes to 
increase public awareness on disability. 

A unique initiative like ‘Purple Fest: Celebrating Diversity’, was a result of the determination 
and inclination toward the disability sector of Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State Commissioner 
for Persons with Disabilities, and Taha Haaziq, the Secretary at the Office of the State 
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities.

The Purple Fest: Celebrating Diversity is India’s first-of-its-kind inclusive festival that 
embraced and celebrated persons with disabilities. It makes me proud that Goa, despite its small 
size, has taken such an enormous step and paved the way for a new India that is inclusive.

I wish the entire staff of the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities 
the best of luck for their future endeavors to make Goa an inclusive state.

Dr. Pramod Sawant
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa 
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MESSAGE

I t has been a year since I took the oath as Social Welfare Minister. I am overwhelmed 
by the love I am receiving from the disabled community. On a personal level, the past 

year has been a very valuable learning experience for me. I am appreciative of the work being 
done by the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities for the welfare of 
the persons with disabilities.

The Commission has taken a variety of measures to ensure that persons with disabilities are 
treated with justice, from organising awareness and sensitization programmes to taking suo 
motu cognizance of disability-related issues. Through increased community awareness and a 
shared vision for an inclusive society, we can reduce disability inequity. We can create a space 
where people living with a disability lead happier, healthier, safer and more fulfilling lives.

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai 
Hon’ble Minister for Social Welfare, Goa
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MESSAGE

I t is my honor to serve as the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities. I am 
committed to working tirelessly to ensure that individuals with disabilities have access 

to the same opportunities and rights as every other member of our society.

People with disabilities are an integral part of our community, and it is crucial that we create 
an inclusive and welcoming environment for them. This means removing physical and societal 
barriers, advocating for their needs and concerns, and promoting awareness and education.

As Commissioner, I am dedicated to working with government agencies, community 
organizations, and individuals to create meaningful change and to ensure that the voices of 
people with disabilities are heard and their rights are protected.

Together, we can create a society where everyone has the chance to thrive and reach their 
full potential, regardless of their abilities.

Shri.Guruprasad Pawaskar
State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities
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MESSAGE

A s Secretary of the Office of State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, I am 
honored to work alongside our Commissioner to advocate for the rights and needs 

of people with disabilities.

Our mission is to promote a society where everyone, regardless of their abilities, has the 
same opportunities to live, work, and participate in our communities. We believe that this can 
only be achieved through collaboration and partnership with government agencies, community 
organizations, and individuals.

We are committed to removing barriers and ensuring access to essential services such 
as healthcare, education, employment, transportation, and housing. We also recognize the 
importance of promoting awareness and education to eliminate stigmas and foster understanding 
and acceptance of people with disabilities.

Our office is dedicated to working with state and local governments to develop policies and 
programs that are inclusive and accessible to all. We strive to provide guidance and support to 
individuals with disabilities and their families, as well as to businesses and organizations that 
are committed to creating a more inclusive society.

Shri. Taha Haaziq
Secretary, Office of the State Commissioner 
for Persons with Disabilities
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Office of the State Commissioner for 
Persons with Disabilities

About Us

T he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities is 
a statutory body constituted under the Central Act of Persons with 

Disabilities, 1995. The main function of the Commission is monitoring the 
implementation of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 in the 
state of Goa.

Mission

T o empower persons with disabilities through its various acts/rules/
institution, organization and schemes for rehabilitation and to create 

an enabling environment that provides such persons with equal opportunities, 
protection of their Rights and enables them to participate as independent and 
productive members of society.

Vision

T o build an inclusive society in which equal opportunities are provided 
for the growth and development of persons with disabilities so that 

they can lead productive, safe and dignified lives.



8

Office Of The State Commissioner For 
Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23 9

Organisation Structure

Shri. Taha Haaziq
Secretary, Office of the 
State Commissioner for 

Persons with Disabilities

Shri. Prashant 
Raut

Lower Division Clerk

Shri. Mithin 
Gaonkar

Multi Tasking Staff

Ms. Durga  
U. Naik

Administrative Officer 

Smt. Sushanti 
Sawant

Lower Division Clerk

Shri. Subhash 
Phal Dessai 

Hon’ble Minister for Social 
Welfare, Goa

Shri. Ratnakant 
Cumbarjuenkar
Upper Division Clerk

Shri. Prashant 
Gaonkar

Driver

Shri. Guruprasad 
Pawaskar

State Commissioner for 
Persons with Disabilities

Smt. Ninette R. 
Silveira

Jr. Stenographer

Shri. Narayan 
Kubal

Multi Tasking Staff
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T he Office of the State 

Commissioner for Persons with 

Disabilities, Govt of Goa has dedicated 

its efforts to building an inclusive society, 

empowering persons with disabilities and 

creating enabling environment for them. 

The current commission body started its 

service in January 2022. In the one-year 

duration, the Commission has made great 

strides in upholding its mission and vision. 

The Commission has notably worked 

on five broad categories : Awareness 

and Sensitisation, Accessibility 

of public infrastructure, Inclusive 

Education, Disability Certification and 

UDID registrations and Employment 

initiatives.
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International Women’s Day Celebration

O n the occasion of International Women’s Day, the state commission in collaboration 
with Sanjay Centre for Special Education, Porvorim held a panel discussion where 

mothers of children with disabilities shared their stories outlining the incredible determination 
and spirit in fulfilling the dual job of being working mothers and raising their CwDs with 
exceptional care. The program was compered by teacher Seblina.

The panellists included Sheetal Gaonkar, Swarnali Sarkar, Elizabeth Qurian, Maya Kamat 
and Mariamma Lobo, mothers of CwDs who have gone to all extents to ensure that their 
children had the best lives and were being raised to succeed. Senior journalist, Prakash Kamat, 
Guruprasad Pawaskar, State Disability Commissioner and Tatu Kudalkar, headmaster of 
Sanjay School, were also among the participants.

The panel was moderated by Dr. Durgesh Majik and saw discussions revolving around the 
aspects of the children with disabilities being important members of society and their right 
to receive equal treatment, to have provisions for their future, and for cooperation from the 
community without showing sympathy.

Date: 8 March 2022

Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar along with the 
parents of CwDs

Panelists while addressing the audience 
during the Panel Discussion held on the 
occasion of Women’s Day.
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Awareness and Sensitisation  
Programme for KTCL staff

A 12-session training programme was organised for the employees of the Kadamba 
Transport Corporation Limited. Kadamba is the public transport service in the state. 

The programme held at Sanjay Centre for Special Education in Porvorim, focused on providing 
a comprehensive understanding of the challenges faced by visual and hearing-impaired persons. 
This programme aimed at ensuring that the KTCL staff could understand the challenges faced 
by the passengers with disabilities and assist them to make their travel hassle-free.

The programme was inaugurated by Social Welfare Secretary Arun Kumar Mishra. Goa 
State Commissioner for PwDs Guruprasad Pawaskar, Deputy Director admin/in-charge of 
special cell for empowerment of persons with disabilities Taha Haaziq, Managing Director of 
KTCL Daryk Neto, Chairperson of KTCL Deepak Naik, Ex-State Disability Commissioner 
Anuradha Joshi, President of Disability Rights Association of Goa Avelino De Sa and State 
Disability Advisory Board member and senior journalist Prakash Kamat were present at the 
event.

At this programme 1200 participants including conductors, drivers and KTCL administration 
staff received the training. It was a first-of-its-kind awareness and sensitisation programme 
held in the state. 

Date: 31 March 2022

Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar while 
presenting memento to Shri. Arun Kumar 
Mishra, Secretary, Social Welfare

Shri. Arun Kumar Mishra Secretary, Social 
Welfare while lighting the lamp at the event
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Autism Awareness Drive at  
various KTCL bus stands 

T he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, in collaboration 
with the Directorate of Social Welfare, the Disability Rights Association of Goa 

(DRAG), and Dnyanvardhini Divyang Training College, Vasco held Autism Awareness Drive 
at various Kadamba bus stands to raise awareness about Autism Spectrum Disorder. 

Students from Dnyan Vardhini Divyang Training College performed a street play at the bus 
stands to raise awareness about Autism among the general public. The State Commissioner 
for PwDs Guruprasad Pawaskar, Deputy Director of Social Welfare Taha Haaziq, DRAG 
President Avelino De Sa and State Disability Advisory member and senior journalist Prakash 
Kamat were present.

The drive was a success in raising autism awareness among citizens as it saw a large crowd 
gathered at the bus stands in Vasco, Margao, and Panjim. The Drive not only raised public 
awareness, but people with disabilities who were present at various venues reached out to the 
staff to discuss their grievances. 

Date: 21 April 2022

Students from Dnyan Vardhini Divyang 
Training College while performing a street 
play.

Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State 
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities 
along with Taha Haaziq, Deputy Director of 
Social Welfare & students from Dnyan Vardhini 
Divyang Training College.
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Felicitation of Goan Para Players

T he Goan para players who competed in the Para National Championship were 
felicitated by Subhash Phaldesai, Social Welfare Minister.

Lloyd Leo Fernandes, who won the silver medal at the National Para Table Tennis 
Championship, as well as other participants Chetan Salgaonkar, Gopal Naik, Lyndon 
Cardozo, Anupa Pilgaonkar, Ruki Rajasab, Moises Rodrigues, and Patrick D’Souza were 
felicitated by the minister. Sakshi Kale, who won the Para Athletics national championship, 
and Gopal Cuncoliekar, who competed in the National Para Badminton championship were 
also felicitated.

KTC Chairman and Navelim MLA Ulhas Tuenkar, State Commissioner for Persons with 
Disabilities Guruprasad Pawaskar, Arun Kumar Mishra, IAS, Secretary, Social Welfare, Deputy 
Director admin/in-charge of special cell for empowerment of persons with disabilities Taha 
Haaziq, KTCL Managing Director Sanjay Ghate, President of Disability Rights Association 
of Goa Avelino De Sa, Goa Paralympic Association head Sudesh Thakur were also present at 
the event.

Date: 8 May 2022

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar and Shri. Taha Haaziq 
along with the para players who were felicitated for their achievements.
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First-of-its-kind inclusive education 
workshop for 1400 educational institutes

I nclusive Education workshop was held at the Sanjay Centre for Special Education in 
collaboration with the State Council of Educational Research and Training. This was 

the first workshop of its kind ever conducted on this scale, which included 1400 educational 
institutes from elementary to university level, aided and unaided.

Subhash Phal Dessai, Minister for Social Welfare, Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State 
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Taha Haaziq, the Secretary, Goa State Commission 
for Persons with Disabilities, Dr. Homiyar Mobedji, Disability Expert, Program Management 
Asia and Africa for Benetech California, USA and Dr. Gargi Sinha, the officiating principal at 
Dnyanvardhini Divyang Training College, Vasco were among those present.

Dr Homiyar Mobedji, Disability Expert, Program Management Asia and Africa for 
Benetech California, USA introduced various technologies and resources available to persons 
with disabilities. 

Dr. Gargi Sinha, the officiating principal at Dnyanvardhini Divyang Training College, 
Vasco spoke about the concept of inclusive education. The workshop also covered issues 
related to admission of children with disabilities, access to reading material, and resource 
centres.

Date : 30 June 2022

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Shri. 
Guruprasad Pawaskar, Shri. Taha Haaziq 
along with the speakers Dr. Homiyar 
Mobedji and Dr. Gargi Sinha.

Officials from the various educational 
institutions at the inclusive education 
workshop held at Sanjay School. 
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Special camp for disability  
certificates held at Sanguem PHC

T he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities in collaboration 
with the Directorate of Social Welfare and the Directorate of Health Services held a 

medical assessment camp at the Sanguem Primary Health Centre. 

This camp was aimed at providing disabilities certificates and generating UDID cards for 
persons with disabilities. This camp was specifically designed for people with orthopedic 
disabilities, visual impairment and hearing impairment. This service was entirely free. 

This camp had qualified medical professionals on hand who examined the applicant and 
issued the certificate right away. The camp attracted over 100 people from the Sanguem taluka 
and more than 60 people with disabilities were eligible for the disability certificate and received 
the certificate.

Date : 31 July 2022

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai along with a Person 
with Disability at the camp

The concered officials while collecting the 
information from the PwDs at the camp.
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Awareness programme for  
High Court of Bombay at Goa staff 

A n awareness and sensitisation programme on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
Act, 2016 was held for staff of the High Court of Bombay at Goa in association with 

the Goa State Legal Services Authority.

Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Adv. Devidas 
Pangam, Advocate General for the state of Goa, G.G. Bhansali, Registrar (Judicial) High 
Court of Bombay at Goa and Anuradha Joshi, Ex-State Commissioner were present at the 
programme.

Meanwhile, Anuradha Joshi, Ex-State Commissioner for PwDs gave a detailed overview 
of the Right to Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 and the 21 types of disabilities it covers for 
the knowledge of all attendees.

Date: 2 August 2022

Adv. Devidas Pangam, Advocate General for the state of Goa while addressing the 
audience at the High Court of Bombay
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Talent competition for PwDs on the  
occasion of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

O n the occasion of ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’, the Goa State Commission for Persons 
with Disabilities had organised a fancy dress competition for the Children with 

Disabilities. The patriotic singing competition was also held for PwDs.

The fancy dress competition was open to students in the age group of 5-18 and was based 
on the theme ‘A person who has made a significant contribution to India’s development’. 
While the patriotic singing competition was open for PwDs over 18.

The Fancy dress competition was won by Mackvin Nazareth, Pranya Kashyap came in 
second place, and Sankrit Naik came in third place. The consolation prizes went to Chaya 
Kumbar, Nitin Bhosle and Akash Harijan.

The Singing competition was won by Nympha Fernandes, Sara Dalal came in second place, 
and Resha Vernekar came in third place. The consolation prize went to Vincilla Pareira.

Date: 15 August 2022
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Workshop for Parents of  
Children with Disabilities

A workshop for parents of children with disabilities was held at the Sanjay Center for 
Special Education on the topic of home-based therapeutic interventions for children 

with intellectual disabilities.

The Commission had initiated a series of interactive workshops on various themes in order 
to support the parents of children with disabilities who go above and beyond to give their 
children the best care possible. This was the first session of the series. This workshop series aims 
to educate, advise, and provide practical support for parents of children with disabilities.

The workshop attracted more than 100 parents and was inaugurated by Guruprasad 
Pawaskar, the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Taha Haaziq, Secretary for 
the State Commission for Persons with Disabilities, Neetal Amonkar, Member Secretary of 
Sanjay School, and Tatu Kudalkar, Headmaster of Sanjay School. Dr. Dwarkanath Kamat, 
Physiotherapist, Dr. Lorraine Fernandes, Dr. Supriya Khandeparkar, Occupational Therapist, 
Dr. Siddhika Raul and Dipti Jog, Speech Therapist explained the importance of exercises in 
improving the physical and functional condition of children.

Date : 14 September 2022

Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar while lighting 
the lamp at the workshop. 

Physiotherapist, Ms. Lorraine Fernandes 
demonstrating some work out moves during 
the Guidance Workshop.
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Workshop for Cluster Resource Persons

A n awareness and training programme for Cluster Resource Persons (CRPs) was held 
in association with the Goa Samagra Shiksha.

Shailesh Zhingde, Director, Directorate of Education, Dr. Shambhu Ghadi, State Project 
Director, Goa Samagra Shiksha, Taha Haaziq, Secretary, Goa State Commission for PwDs, Dr. 
Nandita D’souza, Developmental Pediatrician & Director, Sethu Centre and Dr. Gargi Sinha, 
Dyanvardhini divyang college of B.Ed special education were present at the programme.

The training programme conducted by Dr. Nandita Dsouza and Dr. Gargi Sinha attracted 
more than 100 CRPs. The orientation event was held at the District Project Office in Margao 
for the South district CRPs and at the New SCERT in Porvorim for the North district CRPs.

Date: 20 September 2022

Smt. Pushkar Sakhardande addressing the 
audience at the training programme held for 
CRPs.

CRPs while discussing during the 
interactive activity organised during the 
workshop
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Meeting with NGOs working in  
the field of disability

T he State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Guruprasad Pawaskar, held a 
meeting with NGOs working in the field of disability, advisory committee members 

and institutions working across Goa for the welfare of persons with disabilities.

During the meeting, the State Commissioner for PwDs demonstrated the activities that 
have been carried out or initiatives taken so far by the Commission. Furthermore, he asked all 
attendees to share their suggestions for improving the welfare of persons with disabilities or 
best practices they have implemented.

In the meeting, attendees stressed the importance of a separate queue for persons with 
disabilities in hospitals. They urged the Commissioner to organize career guidance workshops 
and sex education workshops for children with disabilities. Furthermore, they demanded 
the establishment of disability cells in every government department to cater to the needs of 
people with disabilities. Also, they have requested that Social Welfare department forms be 
made available online.

Date: 24 September 2022

Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar and Shri. Taha Haaziq along with the members of the various 
NGOs and officials of the various educational institutions for CwDs of the State.
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District level Blind Cricket Match

T he Office of the State Commissioner for PwDs held District Level Blind Cricket 
Match on the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri. The 

match was held between the North Goa and South Goa team. The North Goa team was the 
winner of this match.

The event was inaugurated by Subhash Phal Dessai, Minister for Social Welfare, Sadanand 
Shet, EDC President, Kedar Naik, Saligao MLA. Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State Commissioner 
for PwDs, Taha Haaziq, Secretary, Office of the State Commissioner for PwDs, were also 
present at the event. Players expressed their gratitude for organising such match. They were 
happy since they got an opportunity after a long time.

Date: 2 October 2022

Shri. Sadanand Shet Tanavade, Chairman, 
EDC while wishing Blind Cricket players 
during the district tournament.

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Shri. Kedar Naik, Saligao MLA, Shri. Sadanand Shet 
Tanavade, Chairman, EDC and the commission staff along with the cricket players.

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai while wishing 
the Blind Cricket players during the district 
tournament.
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Shri. Taha Haaziq, Secretary, Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with 
Disabilities while addressing the Grievances Redressal Officers at the workshop.

Awareness Workshop for  
Grievance Redressal Officers

T he Office of the State Commissioner for persons with disabilities conducted a 
sensitisation workshop for Grievance Redressal Officers of all departments across 

the state, as part of its efforts to improve the lives of people with disabilities.

There were over 100 Grievance Redressal Officers present at the workshop. The training 
was led by Taha Haaziq, Secretary, the Office of the State Commissioner for persons with 
disabilities, who also provided an overview of the RPwD Act, 2016, as well as explained roles 
and responsibilities of Grievance Redressal Officers.

Section 23 of the RPwD Act, 2016 mandates the appointment of a Grievance Redressal 
Officer in every government department. Their role is to work with the department head to find 
solutions to problems experienced by employees with disabilities. The training was the first of 
its kind in the state for the Grievance Redressal Officers for PwDs, and the workshop received 
a resoundingly positive response from them.

Date: 5 October 2022
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Workshop for Parents of CwDs

A workshop for parents of 
children with disabilities was 

held at the Sanjay Center for Special 
Education on the topic of Managing 
nutrition for children with disabilities. 
The workshop was led by Dr. Varsha 
Naik.

The Commission had initiated a 
series of interactive workshops on 
various themes in order to support the 
parents of children with disabilities 
who go above and beyond to give 
their children the best care possible. 
This was the second session of the 
series. This workshop series aims to 
educate, advise, and provide practical 
support for parents of children with 
disabilities.

Date: 8 October 2022

Dr. Varsha Naik while addressing the 
parents of CwDs at the workshop.

Parents of CwDs at the workshop held at Sanjay School.
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Evaluation and Rehabilitation Guidance 
Camp for Employment of PwDs

T he Office of the State Commissioner forersons with Disabilities, Goa in association 
with the National Career Service Centre for Differently Abled, Mumbai and Disability 

Rights Association of Goa had organised an Evaluation and Rehabilitation Guidance Camp for 
employment of persons with disabilities.

The camp for PwDs residing in the North Goa district was held at the Sanjay Centre for 
Special Education, Porvorim and for PwDs residing in the South Goa district was held at the 
Gujarati Samaj Educational Trust for the Handicapped, Margao.

Pre-pandemic job markets already had “significant” barriers for people with disabilities. 
However, existing barriers have been exacerbated by the pandemic. Thus, the State Commission 
for PwDs has set up a two-day camp with the goal of empowering persons with disabilities to 
become self-sufficient. During the camp evaluation of persons with disabilities was done to 
assess their physical efficiencies, measure their psychological strength, aptitude and areas of 
interest to unfold their potentials.

Date: 20 October 2022
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Film course for Persons with Disabilities

W ith an objective to make art accessible to all and to empower Persons with 
Disabilities (PwD), the Film and Television Institute of India (FTII), Pune in 

association with the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities hosted 
two special film courses as a part of 53rd International Film Festival of India (IFFI), Goa.  
The courses come under FTII’s Centre for Open Learning (CFOL) initiative, National Film 
Development Corporation (NFDC) and Entertainment Society of Goa (ESG)

COURSE IN SMARTPHONE FILMMAKING FOR AUTISTIC 
INDIVIDUALS 

This special course was curated by Ajmal Jami, a reputed professional in the field of visual 
communication. The course featured diverse modules including the basics of shooting and 
editing video footage on smartphones. This was coupled with sessions introducing different 
languages of cinema. Moreover, a screening and review session was organized at the end of 
the module.

COURSE IN SCREEN ACTING FOR WHEELCHAIR USERS

This particular course in screen acting catered to wheelchair users was helmed by 
Jijoy P. R., a renowned theatre artist, film actor, trainer and producer. Also, he holds the 
position of the Dean in charge (Film) and Associate Professor, Acting at FTII, Pune. 
The special highlights of the 6 module course included an introduction to Natyashastra followed 
by acting games and sense awareness games. Furthermore, the course laid a special emphasis 
on the Hasya rasa or comedy.

Date: 21 - 28 November 2022

Participants with disabilities along with trainers. 
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Celebration of International Day  
for Persons with Disabilities

I nternational day 
for Persons with 

Disabilities was celebrated 
at the Sanjay Centre for 
Special Education. The 
programme was organised 
by the Directorate of Social 
Welfare in collaboration 
with the Office of the State 
Commissioner for persons 
with disabilities.

Subhash Phal Dessai, 
Minister for Social Welfare, 
Sandhya Kamat, Director, 
Directorate of Social Welfare, 
Neetal Amonkar, Member 
Secretary, Sanjay Centre for 
Special Education, Prakash 
Kamat, Senior Journalist and 
State Disability Advisory 
Member and Avelino De Sa, 
President, Disability Rights 
Association of Goa.

Students with Disabilities 
across the state performed 
dance, presented street 
play, singing, etc. cultural 
programme. Blood donation 
camp was also held on the 
occasion.

Date: 5 December 2022

A person while donating blood at the camp.

Children with Disabilities while perfoming Goan traditional 
dance on the occassion of International Day for Persons with 
Disabilities
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Initiatives taken by the Office of the State 
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities

O ver  the year, the commission 
has also proceeded with 

several initiatives in the field of 
employment, education, infrastructure 
and disability aids that have benefitted 
on a long term basis. 



28

Office Of The State Commissioner For 
Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23 29

Accessible India Campaign 

T he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities is 
spearheading the Accessible India Campaign with the objective of 

making the state barrier-free for people with disabilities. 

The campaign aimed to ensure that persons with disabilities have equal access 
to public places, buildings, transport, and information and communication 
technologies (ICTs) in order to lead a life of dignity and independence.

The RPwD Act, 2016 mandates that all public buildings, including government 
offices, schools, hospitals, and public transport, must be made accessible to 
persons with disabilities. The Act also calls for the creation of accessible ICTs 
and the removal of barriers to access to information and communication for 
persons with disabilities.

The Accessible India Campaign has been an important initiative in advancing 
the goals of the RPwD Act, 2016. Under the campaign, the state government  
has identified several priority areas for intervention, including public buildings, 
beaches, transport and ICTs. Though the Accessible India Campaign was 
launched by the Government of India in 2016 not much was done in the state 
till Jan 2022. 

In the last one year under the supervision of the State Commissioner for 
Persons with Disabilities, the Accessible India Campaign has achieved some 
significant successes.

At present GMC, Police HQ, Collectorate buildings, and other government 
buildings are equipped with ramps, accessible toilets, and tactile tiles to assist 
persons with disabilities. It is pertinent to note that the ESG complex which is 
host to the International Film Festival from 2004  is now made fully accessible 
under the supervision of the State Commission. 

Though it is a long-term effort that requires sustained commitment, the 
State Commission is working closely with the Department of Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities, New Delhi in order to make more than 250 government 
buildings across the state including educational institutions accessible for 
persons with disabilities. 

The Commission is also ensuring that all government websites are accessible 
for Persons with Disabilities. The funding for the same was sought through 
the SIPDA scheme of the Department of Empowerment of Persons with 
Disabilities.
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Reservation of shops at  
Kadamba bus stands for PwDs

A s a result of continuous follow-up with the Kadamba Transport Corporation 
Limited (KTCL) officials by the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with 

Disabilities, a few shops at KTCL bus stands have been reserved for PwDs in accordance with 
the RPwD Act, 2016.

Section 37(c) of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 mandates 5 percent 
reservation in allotment of land on concessional rate where such land is to be used for the purpose 
of promoting housing, business, enterprise, recreation centers and production centers.

Unemployment is one of the biggest concerns of people with disabilities today. As a result, 
some PwDs filed a complaint with the Commission regarding the fact that PwDs should also 
be able to operate shops at the local KTCL bus stands.

After taking note of the complaints of the PwDs, the State Commissioner for PwDs 
Guruprasad Pawaskar followed up with KTCL Chairman MLA Ulhas Tuenkar and General 
Manager Sanjay Ghate. His efforts finally bore fruit and KTCL bus stands now have some 
shops reserved for PwDs. A number of KTCL shops have been reserved for persons with 
disabilities in Pernem, Marcel, Honda, Asnoda, Panaji, Cuncolim, Canacona and Shiroda.

Kadamba bus stand
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Goa Board with help of Disability  
Commission to convert textbooks to ePub 
format to foster inclusive education

G oa Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary 
Education is in the process of converting all subject 

textbooks into the ePub format in association with the State 
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities.

An EPUB is an electronic publication, a file format that is 
the current industry standard in digital publishing. EPUBs 
are a standardized format that can support the digitization of 
traditional print books and make best use of the flexibility of 
digital screens to resize, reflow and enhance text and media 
rich content.
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Elevator at Campal Sports  
stadium made functional

T he lift at the new multipurpose indoor sports 
stadium at Campal, Panaji, was made functional. 

The state commissioner for PwDs had issued a notice to the 
directorate of sports and youth affairs directing that the lift 
be made operational within 10 days.

The commissioner had pointed out that the lift being kept 
non-functional amounts to harassment and discrimination 
of disabled persons and is in violation of Section 3 of the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.

The directions were issued following a complaint received 
from a person with locomotor disability who stated that 
he was unable to play table tennis on the upper floor of 
the newly constructed stadium as the non-operational lift 
blocked his access.
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Mapusa Sub-Registrar office  
made its lift operational

T he Mapusa Sub-Registrar office made its lift 
operational after receiving notice from the Office 

of the State Commission for Persons with Disabilities.

A notice was sent to the Mapusa Sub-Registrar office by 
the State Commission for Persons with Disabilities directing 
the lift to be operational within 10 days. The directions were 
issued after a complaint was received from a person with 
disability.

The lift being kept non-functional amounts to harassment 
and discrimination of disabled persons and is in violation 
of Section 3 of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act. 
It will be a huge relief for persons with disabilities and 
senior citizens who frequently visit this office for different 
reasons.

Mapusa Sub-Registrar office
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SCPwDs provides in house facility to 
Shobhana Korgaonkar, woman with  
disability

S hobhana Korgaokar, a woman with disability from Camurlim, who endured 
excruciating suffering due to the lack of basic amenities, is provided with in-house 

toilet facility by Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities.

A few months ago the plight of Shobhana Korgaokar, whose both legs have been amputated 
was highlighted in the media. After which the commissioner took immediate action and provided 
her a wheelchair so she could move around the house easily. Besides, he had promised all the 
assistance the commission could offer.

Every person has the right to a dignified life, and a disability cannot be an excuse for 
denying someone this right. Through the assistance of Avelino De Sa, President of Disability 
Rights Association of Goa, Senior Journalist Prakash Kamat, and Rotary Club of Porvorim, 
Shobhana Korgaonkar has now been provided with an in-house toilet facility.

Shobhana Korgaonkar said, “Both my legs were amputated four years ago. Since then, my 
mother has helped me with my daily tasks. But since my mother passed away, I have had to 
deal with many difficulties. The state commissioner for PwDs acted right away after the media 
drew attention to my issue. I thank everyone for all the help”.

State Commissioner for Person with Disabilities 
Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar with Smt. Shobhana 
Korgaonkar at her residence.

Smt. Shobhana Korgaonkar
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State Commission for PwDs provides 
prosthetic limbs to Fulrani Kinalekar

F ulrani Kinalekar, person 
with locomotor disability, 

resident of Korgaon was provided 
with prosthetic limbs by the Office 
of the State Commissioner for 
Persons with Disabilities with the 
help of Rotary Club of Porvorim 
and Rotary Club of Mapusa Elite.

Kinalekar expressed her gratitude 
to Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State 
Commissioner for Persons with 
Disabilities. “I had to face many 
difficulties before being provided 
with artificial legs. Now I am 
leading an independent life with the 
new prosthesis”, she said.

Kinalekar participated in the 
fashion show organised during the 
Purple Fest using prosthetic limbs 
provided by the State Commission 
for Persons with Disabilities, and 
received appreciation from the 
audience.

Fulrani Kinalekar with artificial legs at the 
Purple Fest.
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PURPLE FEST : 
CELEBRATING 

DIVERSITY

India’s first-of-its-kind inclusive 
festival that embraces and celebrates 

persons with disabilities. 
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PURPLE FEST :  
CELEBRATING DIVERSITY

D isabilities do not equate to inabilities and so the Purple Fest 2023 was organized to 
celebrate diversity and inclusion of persons with disabilities (PwDs). The Purple 

Fest 2023, India’s first-of-its-kind inclusive fest a distinctive 3-day event was held from 6th – 
8th January’2023 at the Entertainment Society of Goa, Panaji that aimed to show how people 
can come together to create a welcoming and inclusive world for everyone. Purple Fest was 
organised by the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Govt of Goa 
in association with Directorate of Social Welfare-Goa, Entertainment Society of Goa and 
Department of Tourism.

The event intended to encourage people to overcoming personal stereotypes as well as to 
establish an environment that not only educates everyone about the disabled community and 
their capabilities but also respect and celebrate diversity.

The festival which promoted inclusion and engagement of all people on a shared platform 
attracted over 5,000+ delegate registrations, including members of the disabled community 
and other individuals from all over the country. The event had 1000 local volunteers to assist 
the delegates, persons with and without disability for all three days. More than 50,000 people 
visited various venues and were mesmerized by the scale of the event.

Perfomance by We are one group from Delhi at the Purple Fest.
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MESSAGE FROM PRIME  
MINISTER OF INDIA

B lessed with infinite talent and indomitable courage, our Divyangjan face and 
surmount every challenge with a smile. They are a source of inspiration for all of 

us. The many accomplishments of our Divyangjan across diverse areas - be it in education, 
sports, arts, entertainment, or any professional space set an ideal for the society. Their record-
breaking performances at sporting events such as the Paralympics have kept our Tricolour 
flying high.

The nation remains steadfast towards the empowerment of Divyangjan through Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas’. Our endeavour is to create an enabling 
environment for Divyang to realise their full potential and fulfil their dreams and ambitions. 
Whether it is reforms that increase accessibility of buildings or sensitivity in designing new 
public infrastructure, whether it is incentives in sports or increasing their participation in 
government jobs, the nation has taken a number of steps that create opportunities and impact 
outcomes.

Further, today technology-enabled tools offer a great potential to empower Divyangjan 
and we are also working in this direction. The Festival will help the government learn from 
their experiences and finding opportunities for leveraging technology for larger benefit.

The organisation of various events at the Festival are an opportunity for Divyangjan to 
showcase their diverse skills before a wide audience. At the same time, it is also an occasion 
for the society to appreciate their unfathomable strength and endurance. 

I wish “The Purple Fest’ all success. May the occasion enable and empower our Divyangjan, 
and also further strengthen the diverse and inclusive spirit of our nation.

Shri. Narendra Modi
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India
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HISTORIC FIRST EDITION  
OF PURPLE FEST GOA

100+ Exhibitors

200+ Guest speakers

300+ On Stage performers

1000+ Volunteers

5000+ Delegates

50,000+ Visiters

Part of Purple Fest 2023

Fest decor at the ESG complex.
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Wheelchair accessible 
e-rickshaw

Players while playing 
the Unified Beach 
Cricket

LAUNCH OF WHEELCHAIR  
ACCESSIBLE E-RICKSHAWS 

UNIFIED BEACH CRICKET 

F or the first time Goa witnessed the launch of wheelchair accessible e-rickshaws. 
Ezy Mov, a pioneer in wheelchair taxi service in Mumbai, launched its specially 

designed wheelchair accessible e-rickshaws in the state during the Purple Fest. In order to 
help senior citizen delegates and delegates with disabilities, six accessible E-Rickshaw were 
kept at the Entertainment Society of Goa during the Fest.

T he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities in association 
with the Directorate of Social Welfare and Special Olympics Bharat had organised 

Unified Beach Cricket at Miramar beach as a pre-event. Unified Beach Cricket, an inclusive 
cricket match, was introduced in India for the first time during the Purple Fest.
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Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Minister of Social Welfare along with Shri. Rajesh 
Faldessai, MLA Cumbarjua Constituency & other dignitaries while lighting the lamp 
at Deafblind Convention.

Deafblind Convention

A first-of-its-kind national level Deafblind Convention was held in the state of 
Goa from 4th - 6th January 2023 at St. Joseph Vaz Spiritual Renewal Centre, 

Old Goa. 

It was organized by the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, 
Goa in association with the Sense India and the Caritas Goa. Over 140 participants 
including Educators, Adults with Deafblindness and their Interpreters and Caregivers 
participated in the convention. 

This national training was held of three different groups - Youths and Adults with 
Deafblindness, Parents and Caregivers and Educators. The objective of this convention 
was to enhance the participants’ knowledge on physical, emotional, and social aspects 
of sex, sexuality and gender. 
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Access India Convention - 2023 

T he 5th Access India convention on the theme ‘Transformation through 
Consolidation’ was held at Clube Tennis De Gaspar Dias Hall, Miramar, Goa 

from 5th January to 6th January as a pre-event of the Purple Fest. 

This was organized by the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with 
Disabilities in association with Access India Convention. This convention attracted 
over 255 delegates across the country. 

The convention was inaugurated by Dr. Pramod Sawant, Chief Minister of Goa in 
the presence of Guest of Honour Nilesh Cabral, Minister for Power, Goa, Subhash Phal 
Dessai, Minister for Social Welfare, Guruprasad Pawaskar, Goa State Commissioner for 
Persons with Disabilities and Taha Haaziq, Secretary, Office of the State Commissioner 
for Persons with Disabilities. 

Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State Commissioner for PwDs, Goa while 
addressing the audience at the Access India Convention.
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Hon’ble Union Minister, Dr. Virendra Kumar while addressing the State Commissioners 
for PwDs.

ALL INDIA STATE COMMISSIONER 
FOR PwDs MEET

T he Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities in association with the 
Office of Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities (CCPD) hosted a two-

day sensitisation workshop on 6th and 7th January 2023 at Taj Vivanta, Panaji, Goa. 

During this workshop, best practices in the field of disability with a focus on improving 
accessibility, implementation-related issues of various schemes and programmes for persons 
with disabilities, innovations and action plans in the field of accessibility, etc. was discussed 
with the representatives of States/UTs Government and some of the eminent NGOs and other 
stakeholders.

Hon’ble Union Minister, Dr. Virendra Kumar, inaugurated the event by lighting the lamp 
in the gracious presence of Shri. Subhash Phal Desai, Hon’ble Minister for Social Welfare, 
Goa, Shri. Rajesh Aggarwal, Hon’ble Secretary, Department of Empowerment of Persons 
with Disabilities (Divyangjan) Shri. Kishor B. Surwade, Hon’ble DDG, DEPwD, and many 
other dignitaries.
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Dr. Pramod Sawant lighting the lamp at the Opening Ceremony in the presence of Dr. 
Virendra Kumar, Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Shri. Rohan Khaute and other dignitaries.

Opening Ceremony

T he Opening Ceremony of the unique Purple fest was held on 6 January 2023 at 
Inox Courtyard in the presence of Dr Pramod Sawant, Chief Minister of Goa 

and Dr. Virendra Kumar, Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment who presided 
over the function along with Rohan Khaute, Minister for Tourism, Subhash Phal Dessai, 
Minister for Social Welfare, Subhash Chandra, Secretary, Social Welfare, Sandhya 
Kamat, Director, Directorate of Social Welfare, Rohit Monserrate, Mayor, Panaji CCP, 
Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State Commissioner for PwDs, Govt of Goa and Taha Haaziq, 
Secretary, State Commission for PwDs, Govt of Goa. 
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PURPLE AMBASSADORS REPRESENTING 
21 TYPE OF DISABILITIES 

F or the first time in the history of India 21 Purple Ambassadors representing the 21 types of 
disabilities listed under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 had come together 

to inspire generations of people with and without disability in the country.

Manju Sharma
Person with Chronic and 
Neurological Disability

Lalit Pargi
Person with Sickle  
Cell Disease

Mahadev Sawant
Person with Low Vision

Krunal Thakur
Person with Muscular 
Dystrophy

K. Y. Venkatesh
Person with Dwarfism 

Karishma Kannan
Person with Down Syndrome

Kamal Kanta
Person with Spinal Cord 
Injury

Jennifer Joseph
Person with Mental Illness

Anjali Vyas
Person with Multiple Sclerosis

Zamir Dhale
Person with Multiple 
Disabilities
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UNITED FOR DISABILITY  
INCLUSION

Dhanya Ravi
Person with Locomotor 
Disability

Santosh Vani
Person with Haemophilia

Deepashree Narendra
Person with Learning Disablity

Sunil Sahasrabudhe
Deaf Individual

Aarti Batra
Person with Thalassemia 
Major

Pragya Prasun 
Singh
Acid Attack Survivor

Rakshita Shekhar
Autistic Person

Nidhi Goyal
Person with Blindness

Jeeja Ghosh
Person with Cerebral Palsy

Maya Ranavare
Leprosy Cured Person

Umesh Salgar
Person with Parkinson’s 
Disease
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Purple Think Tank 

Self Employment of PwDs

I n this panel, there were discussions on various ecosystem which are available in the 
country for providing Entrepreneurial Development Program (EDP) training to PwDs, 

Marketing opportunities of Rural products, Financial support to PwDs who are interested to 
start the business, EDP training to Intellectual disability candidates, Role of NGOs in rural area 
for promoting EDP training to PWDs, journey on successful PwD entrepreneurs etc.

Government role on inclusion of PwDs

T he government aims to mainstream people with disabilities by various means. By 
reserving 4% of vacancies, Public Sector Undertakings (PSU) and government 

departments recruit people with disabilities into their work force. This is a major step towards 
mainstreaming People with disabilities. This panel focuses on sharing various initiatives taken 
by different PSU and government departments to ‘include employees with disabilities’ into 
their organization from recruitment to retirement. 

Priti Lobo while moderating the 
panel discussion on the topic of 
‘Careers of PwDs’. 

Dr. Alim Chandani while 
moderating the panel discussion 
on the topic of ‘Inclusive 
education for Deaf’.
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Careers of PwDs

T here was a representation of six disabilities in the panel- Vision impairment, Hearing 
Impairment, Locomotor Disability, Muscular Dystrophy, Intellectual disability. These 

champions have carved a niche in their respective professional domains of IT, Hospitality, 
Ecommerce, Entrepreneurship, through perseverance and performance. The discussion 
showcased the Champions’ journey of grit and determination from being contenders to 
becoming leaders in their organization.

Inclusive Education for Deaf

E ach of the panelists have shared their personal experiences in a mainstreamed school 
environment where it was a devastating experience for most of them. With the Indian 

Government promoting  “inclusive education” would be the best model where it is more of a 
gimmick rather than realizing how it would harm the deaf children in the long run.

Each one of the panelists also shared their experiences as Special Educator Experts in 
Deaf schools in different parts of India and how they are developing a bilingual model that is 
effective.

8 January 2023 : The panellists 
discussing the topic, Careers of 
Persons with Disabilities.

A panel discussion on the topic 
Inclusive Education For Deaf at 
the Purple Think Tank.
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Inclusive Education focused on Print Disabilities 

T he focus of the panel was on demonstrating that by using low-cost mainstream 
solutions,  it is very easy to include the visually impaired student in the system and 

also helps the teacher to educate the student along with other non-disabled students.

Inclusive Education Focused On Neurodiversity

A s learning disability is still not a commonly identified disability and many individuals 
are wrongly portrayed as “individuals lacking intellect”, the panel focused on 

the various aspects of identifying and subsequently educating an individual with learning 
disabilities. The presenters highlighted models that can be replicated and mainstreamed across 
the country. The main take away from the session was that with very little addition, systems 
can become inclusive, and many individuals can benefit from such interventions.

Dr. Homiyar Mobedji leading a 
panel on the Topic of Inclusive 
Education Focused on Print 
Disabilities at the Purple Think 
Tank

Dr. Nandita De Souza leading a 
panel on the topic of Inclusive 
Education Focused on 
Neurodiversity.
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Inclusive Education: A Possibility or  
An Ideal for India?

N eha Trivedi chaired a panel of administrators and experts who had contributed to 
making education systems accessible to all. The participants discussed at length 

about their experiences for making their organizations and systems accessible both at the 
school and college level.

The highlight was the experiences and challenges shared by Bharat Vaya in converting a 
school for the blind from a “Traditional centre of education to a Digital Learning Centre”. He 
explained the various changes that were implemented to make the school for the blind a model 
institution, where all students were using technology to read and write at par with their non-
disabled counterparts.

Sports for Persons with Disabilities

T he panel demonstrated success stories and presented role models from the community 
who in spite of challenges had risen to the top of their sport. The panel concluded 

that an Inclusive Education system can only succeed if we make all aspects including sports 
accessible to all.

Smt. Neha Trivedi leading a 
panel on the topic Inclusive 
Education: A Possibility or an 
Ideal for India.

Shri. George Abraham leading 
a panel on the topic of Sports 
for Persons with Disabilities.
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Purple Experience Zone
Inclusive Carnival

A kshadhaa Foundation hosted Inclusive Carnival, creating a fun, experiential pathway 
to understand and engage with the neuro-diverse brain which is still a gray area for 

science. At the same time, it displayed and explained the learning solutions tapping the sensory 
perception areas which are the base of our brain’s learning channels.

Antarchakshu

A ntarchakshu is a simulation workshop designed to provide a sneak peek into the 
world of a person with disabilities. Participants experienced simulated activities for 

a few minutes and were made to perform a few simple tasks in a safe environment. Immersive 
activities were designed to mirror the experience of navigating life with disabilities.

A child and his mother playing 
at the Inclusive Carnival. 

Simulation activity organised as 
part of the Antarchakshu



50 51

Office Of The State Commissioner For 
Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23

Model Accessible Home

M odel Accessible Home was a model space to showcase various adapted products 
and technology for daily living and ideas to make one’s home accessible. It was 

designed as affordable and barrier-free as possible, using universal design principles. Easy 
transfer, accessible cabinets, anti-slip flooring, and product adaptation for everyday activities 
are some key features considered. The Model Accessible Home had a living room, kitchen, 
bedroom, bathroom space, and an AAC corner.

Jagruti Mela

A platform that brings various stakeholders associated with PwD under a single roof to 
get introduced to knowledge and information on early intervention, education, social 

welfare schemes and benefits, rights of PwDs, health care, skilling, training, and livelihood 
opportunities. This awareness EnAbles PwDs and their stakeholders to make informed decisions 
at early stages resulting in a successful and sustainable livelihood. The platform works as a 
bridge between the service providers and service receivers to get connected with each other to 
cover all the stages of PwDs life cycle in a single roof.

Model Accessible Home as part 
of the Purple Experience Zone 

Parents interacting at the 
Jagruti Mela which was part of 
the Purple Experience zone 
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Purple We Care Film Festival

T he Brotherhood and Saksham Trust, Delhi had organized the Purple We Care Film 
Festival to sensitize regular school students about the disability. A total number of 

30 award winning films were screened in 12 shows in 3 days and more than 5000 audiences 
watched the films.  

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Shri. Taha Haaziq, Shri. Satish Kapoor, Founder, 
Brotherhood along with regular school students at the cinema hall. 
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Purple Fun 
Fun at Miramar beach 

F or the first time, many people with disabilities were able to feel the waves at Miramar 
beach as part of an initiative by the Purple Fest. The iconic beach was made disabled 

friendly through the installation of a ramp, beach carpet and the use of floating wheelchairs that 
transported people with disabilities to the beach area.

Cruise Ride

C ruise ride that happened once a day for all the three days of the event. The cruise was 
made accessible for PwDs with the assistance of ramps, interpreters and volunteers. 

The scenic views of calm shores, and the surrounding mountains were audio described to 
persons with vision impairment as they cruised around Mandovi river. In the purple fun track, 
we had maximum turnout for this event, with a participation of 1000 people. 

Delegates with disabilities of 
the Purple Fest at Miramar 
beach

Delegates with disabilities of 
the Purple Fest enjoying the 
Cruise Ride 
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Bird Walk

T he wetlands of Carambolim lake have a wide variety of birdlife. The Bird Walk was 
conducted on all three days of the fest. This session was made inclusive to persons 

with vision impairment by introducing different solutions like recordings of the sounds that 
a bird makes were played on a speaker and tactile cardboard representations of the birds 
passed around to assess the sizes and the shapes of the birds. Moreover, the session was made 
accessible for persons with hearing impairments with the help of sign language interpreters.

Inclusive Car Rally

P urple Fest hosted first-ever inclusive car rally in the state of Goa, featuring visually 
impaired individuals as navigators and braille maps as their guides and non disabled as 

drivers making it a historic event. 35 cars with 35 drivers participated, along with 40 navigators 
who came from various parts of the country.

Persons with disabilities 
enjoying bird walk session at 
Carambolim lake.

Dignitaries while flagging off 
the cars at the Inclusive Car 
Rally. 
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Accessible Movie Screening

I n this section three movies Drishyam 2, Three idiots, and 83  were screened with audio 
description, closed captioning and Sign Language Interpretation. The hall was full and 

was steaming with a lot of noise and excitement before the show. The students in particular 
were amazed at the concept and were looking forward to more such shows in the future. 

Accessible Movie Screening at the Purple Fest 2023

Sign Language Interpreter while interpreting the movie for 
person with hearing impairment.
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Purple Rain

A n evening of celebration with live perfomances by renowned artists music concerts, 
dance perfomances and stand-up comedy show.

Music perfomance by Ritvik 
Rajan.

Perfomance of Padma Shri 
Shankar Mahadevan along with 
Goan CwDs.

Dance  perfomance by  
 We Are One Group
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Music Concert of  
Udaan Music Band.

Music perfomance by Jyoti K

Abhay Kumar Sharma while 
doing Stand-up Comedy.



58

Office Of The State Commissioner For 
Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23 59

Tara Play.

Goan traditional Goaf dance by 
Goan artists with disablities.

DJ Aamish
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Employment Convention

S ome of the most frequent questions employers have often pondered about when 
approaching disability is the existing business case for hiring persons with disabilities 

(PwDs) and how employing PwDs positively impacts the workplace. 

Employers are also keen to explore avenues to equip themselves and scale their journey 
of disability inclusion. Their curiosity is often accompanied by apprehension since disability 
inclusion involves unique nuances that may not apply to other diverse minority groups.

To address these specific questions and help prospective employers with diverse perspectives, 
Goa Chamber of Commerce in association with the Govt of Goa and EnAble India organized 
a panel discussion on Purple Think Tank: ‘Building Inclusive Ecosystems for Employment of 
Persons with Disabilities. 

The event was graced by the presence of Hon. Chief Minister of Goa Dr. Pramod Sawant, 
the Hon. Minister of Social welfare Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, and the Commissioner for 
Office of State commission of Persons with Disabilities Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar. We were 
also joined by the President, Goa Chamber of Commerce and the Keynote Speaker Managing 
Director, ANZ. Mr. Venkataraman S V, Founders of EnAble India Shanti Raghavan and 
Dipesh Sutariya. 

The panel discussion hosted inclusive leaders from various companies across sectors whose 
thought leadership and vision contributed to creating inclusive workplaces for PwDs.

The invigorating conversation by the panel focused on valuable insights and stories from 
employers across companies and industries on their journey, best practices, approach towards 
driving cultural change and building inclusive ecosystems. They shared varied perspectives 
on promoting better talent management, collaboration and belonging through disability 
inclusion.

Dr. Pramod Sawant, CM-Goa, while 
lighting the lamp in the presence 
of Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Shri. 
Guruprasad Pawaskar and Shri. 
Taha Haaziq. 
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Purple Dialogue

T he Purple Dialogue was an interactive and illuminating platform where disability 
experts, activists, Purple Ambassadors and parents were invited to share their insights 

on inclusion of PwDs in India. 

The panelists discussed and deliberated over varied dimensions of disability, current 
challenges and gaps and further suggested action-based, time-frame-based practical solutions 
and strategies for implementation.

It was a holistic exercise involving two press conferences and seven panel discussions 
involving more than 60 participants. It got an overwhelming response in terms of audience 
which consisted of both persons with and without disabilities who participated in the open 
house that followed the discussions.

Panelists of the Purple 
Dialogue session titled 
‘Blood Disorder - Identifying 
destigmatising & Medication ?’

Smt. Kavita Murugkar while 
moderating the Purple 
Dialogue session focused on 
ICT accessibility
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PURPLE KALEIDOSCOPE

Art Exhibition

C urated by Elizabeth Kurian, secretary of Towards Inclusion Everywhere in Society 
(TIES); 18 artists from 14 to 60 years of age had displayed their artwork. Of the 18 

artists, eight have, over time converted their works into products and are successful entrepreneurs. 
Their works included crochet, door mats, matt-embroidery, mixed media products, tablecloth, 
stone paintings, besides conventional paintings.

T he Purple Kaleidoscope was divided into five sections; Art Gallery, Accessible Art 
section, The Art Garden, Art Pavilion and Art Installation.

Accessible Art Section

I n the Accessible Art section, there was a set of tactile paintings curated by Access 
for All & some of these art work had QR codes which helped the visually impaired 

appreciate the art works.

Mehandi artist with disablities 
while drawing mehandi.

Hon’ble Union Minister  
Dr. Viredra Kumar at the  
Accessible Art Section.
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The Art Garden 

T he Art Garden with community Art activities was a great hit amongst all. Children 
with disabilities and other mainstream students participated in it which resulted in 

3 large canvas community paintings. Over 500 students were part of this activity. This was 
facilitated by an artist with locomotor disability, Alpna Kale. This also included poster making, 
craft, and origami. 

Art Pavilion

S iddhant Shah from Access for All, conducted curated workshops for over 500 students 
from the special schools of Goa. Even the blank white walls of the Art Pavilion became 

the canvas. The Pavilion also was the AC sensory space where children with special needs 
could relax whenever needed. 

Students posing with their 
artwork at the Inclusive 
Artwork Workshop at the Purple 
Fest 2023.

Adults while enjoying the art 
activity facilitated by an artist with 
locomotor disability, Alpna Kale.
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Art Installation

T he art installation at Promenade focused on photo exhibits and a ramp created by Salil 
Chaturvedi, an author, poet and artist based in Goa. Chaturvedi uses a wheelchair and 

has been campaigning for disability issues for the past several years.

An art installation at the Purple 
Kaleidoscope at the Purple Fest 
2023

Purple Fest delegates at the Art Exhibition

Fredrika Menezes at art gallery.
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10TH MISTER AND MISS DEAF INDIA

T he Purple Fest played host to the 10th annual Miss and Mister Deaf India 2023 
beauty pageant, organised by The Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with 

Disabilities in association with the Directorate of Social Welfare, All India Deaf Arts and 
Cultural Society (AIDACS), Goa Association of the Deaf and the Directorate Art and Culture 
had organised the 10th annual Miss and Mister Deaf India 2023 beauty pageant. 

The event which was held at the Gera School (TGS) Auditorium, Old Goa, provided the deaf 
youth community of India with a national platform to showcase their talent and venture into 
the mainstream fashion industry. It also opened the doors for them to pursue any other dreams 
in such a field. The winners eventually participate in the Miss and Mister Deaf International, 
Europe, and Asia pageants. Varsha from Kerala won the title of Mrs. Deaf India 2023, Sheetal 
Kimmatkar from Maharashtra was the first runner up and Sadyia Sayed from Goa was the 
second runner-up. 

Rajesh Bhanushali from Maharashtra won the title of Mr. Deaf India 2023. Harish Chouhan 
from Madhya Pradesh was the first runner up and Parth Narula from Delhi was the second 
runner-up. Vinita Shirodkar from Goa won the title of Miss Deaf India 2023. Khushboo Patel 
from Madhya Pradesh was the first runner up and Sujatadevi Passi from Goa was the second 
runner-up. The winners will eventually participate in the Miss and Mister Deaf International, 
Europe, and Asia pageants.

Participants of the 10th Mister and Miss Deaf India along with the organisers. 
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PURPLE I-RUN GOA MARATHON

T he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Directorate of 
Social Welfare and the I-Help Foundation Goa hosted Purple I-Run Goa Marathon. 

This is Goa’s first national marathon for 21 types of disabilities. This marathon aimed to 
promote inclusion in the society was held on the last day of the fest. 

Participants of the Purple Fest - Purple I-Run Goa Marathon posing for a group 
picture

Wheelchair user participants at the Purple I-Run Goa Marathon
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ALL INDIA OPEN PARA TT  
CHAMPIONSHIP GOA 2023

A ll India Para Table Tennis Open Championship Goa 2023, Goa’s first nationwide 
championship for Persons with Disabilities was held during the Purple Fest. 

This national level championship was organized in collaboration with the Directorate of 
Social Welfare, Sports Authority of Goa and Geno Pharmaceuticals. The event concluded with 
winners taking home 13 Gold, 13 Silver and 20 Bronze medals in different classifications. 

Shri. Govind Gaude, 
Minister for sports 

along with Goan PARA 
TT Plyers.

A para player while 
playing TT at the All 
India Open Para TT 
Championship Goa 

2023. 



66 67

Office Of The State Commissioner For 
Persons With Disabilities, Govt. Of Goa

ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23

INTER STATE BLIND  
CRICKET MATCH

I nter-State Blind Cricket Tournament was held as part of the Purple Fest. The tournament 
witnessed a total of six teams participating including Goa, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, 

Kerala, Pondicherry and Telangana. The 20 overs match with the basic rules of Cricket was 
played by four completely blind players, three who can see up to a distance of 2mts and four 
with 6mts vision. The final of the same was held at the GCA ground Porvorim here on Sunday 
in between Goa and Telengana. Telengana won the match by 152 runs, with the highest highest 
team total of 312 runs scored in the Finals. Goa emerged Runners-Up in the tournament.

Blind Cricket players at the Inter-state Blind Cricket Match. 
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CLOSING CEREMONY

T he Purple Fest 2023 was attended by Delegates from different walks of life educationists, 
NGOs, Activists, Corporates, Government Officials from within and outside Goa. 

The Festival was not limited to the Delegates with Disabilities but saw a heavy footfall of 
people not from the disability sector. This made the whole event a colorful amalgamation of 
different talents and abilities. The entire effort was well praised by everyone as it not only gave 
a platform for differently abled to showcase their talent but a learning experience for all . The 
Concept and the intent of the whole Event was beautifully captured and executed and was able 
to drive home the need of developing team spirit, acceptance and leadership amongst all the 
participants and delegates present. Togetherness and Inclusion displayed in The Purple Fest 
helps us all to evolve them into stronger and more able human beings in future. The Feeling of 
Joy, Success and Acceptance on each and every face on the last day of The purple Fest said it 
all about the it’s Grand Success !

Hon’ble Minister of Social Welfare Shri. Subhash Phaldessai & State Commissioner 
for Person with Disabilities Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar while giving the Purple Fest 
memento to the hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa Dr. Pramod Sawant.
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PURPLE GLIMPSES
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Hon’ble PM Narendra Modi lauds Goa 
Govt for organising the Purple Fest 

I n the first ‘Mann Ki Baat’ programme of 2023, Hon’ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
praised the Goa government for hosting ‘Purple Fest: Celebrating Diversity’, India’s 

first-of-its-kind inclusive festival that celebrated persons with disabilities. 

The PM said, “Purple Fest was a unique effort in itself for the welfare of the Divyangjan and 
it gave people with disabilities a new sense of confidence. Over 50 thousand people attended 
the fest, demonstrating the kind of platform it has created for everyone. Initiatives such as 
Purple Fest would prove to be very effective in realizing the vision of an Accessible India”. 

Moreover, he stated that persons with disabilities look forward to visiting the famous 
Miramar beach now that it is one of the ‘Accessible Beaches for Persons with Disabilities’ in 
the country.

“Many efforts were seen in this fest to raise awareness about the welfare of the divyang. For 
making Purple Fest a success, I congratulate all the people who participated in it”, he added.

MAN KI 
BAAT
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MEDIA COVERAGE
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GOVT. OF GOA

Address: Ground floor Sanjay Centre for Special Education  
Pundalik Nagar, Porvorim - Goa

Email: dis-comm.goa@gov.in | Phone No: 9156321900 | Website: scpwd.goa.gov.in

OFFICE OF THE STATE COMMISSIONER  
FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, 

GOVT. OF GOA


