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MESSAGE

Dr. Pramod Sawant
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa

extend my congratulations to the whole staff of the Office of the State Commissioner

for People with Disabilities for successfully completing their first year. I applaud the
efforts made by the commission employees to pursue various steps that will empower people
with disabilities. Since its inception, the commission has run a number of programmes to
increase public awareness on disability.

A unique initiative like ‘Purple Fest: Celebrating Diversity’, was a result of the determination
and inclination toward the disability sector of Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities, and Taha Haaziq, the Secretary at the Office of the State
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities.

The Purple Fest: Celebrating Diversity is India’s first-of-its-kind inclusive festival that
embraced and celebrated persons with disabilities. It makes me proud that Goa, despite its small
size, has taken such an enormous step and paved the way for a new India that is inclusive.

I wish the entire staff of the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities
the best of luck for their future endeavors to make Goa an inclusive state.
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MESSAGE

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai

Hon’ble Minister for Social Welfare, Goa

t has been a year since I took the oath as Social Welfare Minister. I am overwhelmed

by the love I am receiving from the disabled community. On a personal level, the past
year has been a very valuable learning experience for me. [ am appreciative of the work being
done by the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities for the welfare of
the persons with disabilities.

The Commission has taken a variety of measures to ensure that persons with disabilities are
treated with justice, from organising awareness and sensitization programmes to taking suo
motu cognizance of disability-related issues. Through increased community awareness and a
shared vision for an inclusive society, we can reduce disability inequity. We can create a space
where people living with a disability lead happier, healthier, safer and more fulfilling lives.
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MESSAGE

Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar

State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities

I t is my honor to serve as the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities. I am
committed to working tirelessly to ensure that individuals with disabilities have access
to the same opportunities and rights as every other member of our society.

People with disabilities are an integral part of our community, and it is crucial that we create
an inclusive and welcoming environment for them. This means removing physical and societal
barriers, advocating for their needs and concerns, and promoting awareness and education.

As Commissioner, I am dedicated to working with government agencies, community
organizations, and individuals to create meaningful change and to ensure that the voices of
people with disabilities are heard and their rights are protected.

Together, we can create a society where everyone has the chance to thrive and reach their
full potential, regardless of their abilities.
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MESSAGE

Shri. Taha Haaziq

Secretary, Office of the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities

s Secretary of the Office of State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, I am
honored to work alongside our Commissioner to advocate for the rights and needs
of people with disabilities.

Our mission is to promote a society where everyone, regardless of their abilities, has the
same opportunities to live, work, and participate in our communities. We believe that this can
only be achieved through collaboration and partnership with government agencies, community
organizations, and individuals.

We are committed to removing barriers and ensuring access to essential services such
as healthcare, education, employment, transportation, and housing. We also recognize the
importance of promoting awareness and education to eliminate stigmas and foster understanding
and acceptance of people with disabilities.

Our office is dedicated to working with state and local governments to develop policies and
programs that are inclusive and accessible to all. We strive to provide guidance and support to
individuals with disabilities and their families, as well as to businesses and organizations that
are committed to creating a more inclusive society.
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Office of the State Commissioner for
Persons with Disabilities

About Us

he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities is

a statutory body constituted under the Central Act of Persons with
Disabilities, 1995. The main function of the Commission is monitoring the
implementation of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 in the
state of Goa.

Mission

T o empower persons with disabilities through its various acts/rules/

institution, organization and schemes for rehabilitation and to create
an enabling environment that provides such persons with equal opportunities,
protection of their Rights and enables them to participate as independent and
productive members of society.

Vision

o build an inclusive society in which equal opportunities are provided
for the growth and development of persons with disabilities so that
they can lead productive, safe and dignified lives.
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Organisation Structure

Shri. Subhash Shri. Guruprasad Shri. Taha Haaziq Ms. Durga
Phal Dessai Pawaskar Secretary, Office of the U. Naik
Hon’ble Minister for Social State Commissioner for State COWl_WllSSl.One{’ fQ” Administrative Officer

Welfare, Goa Persons with Disabilities Persons with Disabilities

Shri. Ratnakant Smt. Ninette R. Shri. Prashant Smt. Sushanti
Cumbarjuenkar Silveira Raut Sawant
Upper Division Clerk Jr. Stenographer Lower Division Clerk Lower Division Clerk

Shri. Prashant Shri. Narayan Shri. Mithin
Gaonkar Kubal Gaonkar
Driver Multi Tasking Staff Multi Tasking Staff’
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he Office of the State

T Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities, Govt of Goa has dedicated
its efforts to building an inclusive society,
empowering persons with disabilities and
creating enabling environment for them.
The current commission body started its
service in January 2022. In the one-year
duration, the Commission has made great
strides in upholding its mission and vision.
The Commission has notably worked
on five broad categories : Awareness
and Sensitisation, Accessibility
of public infrastructure, Inclusive
Education, Disability Certification and
UDID registrations and Employment

initiatives.

’
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International Women’s Day Celebration

Date: 8 March 2022

Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar along with the Panelists while addressing the audience
parents of CwDs during the Panel Discussion held on the
occasion of Women s Day.

n the occasion of International Women’s Day, the state commission in collaboration

with Sanjay Centre for Special Education, Porvorim held a panel discussion where
mothers of children with disabilities shared their stories outlining the incredible determination
and spirit in fulfilling the dual job of being working mothers and raising their CwDs with
exceptional care. The program was compered by teacher Seblina.

The panellists included Sheetal Gaonkar, Swarnali Sarkar, Elizabeth Qurian, Maya Kamat
and Mariamma Lobo, mothers of CwDs who have gone to all extents to ensure that their
children had the best lives and were being raised to succeed. Senior journalist, Prakash Kamat,
Guruprasad Pawaskar, State Disability Commissioner and Tatu Kudalkar, headmaster of
Sanjay School, were also among the participants.

The panel was moderated by Dr. Durgesh Majik and saw discussions revolving around the
aspects of the children with disabilities being important members of society and their right
to receive equal treatment, to have provisions for their future, and for cooperation from the
community without showing sympathy.
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Awareness and Sensitisation
Programme for KTCL staff

Date: 31 March 2022

OFFICE OF THE STATE COMMISSI0MER
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Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar while Shri. Arun Kumar Mishra Secretary, Social
presenting memento to Shri. Arun Kumar Welfare while lighting the lamp at the event
Mishra, Secretary, Social Welfare

12-session training programme was organised for the employees of the Kadamba

Transport Corporation Limited. Kadamba is the public transport service in the state.
The programme held at Sanjay Centre for Special Education in Porvorim, focused on providing
acomprehensive understanding of the challenges faced by visual and hearing-impaired persons.
This programme aimed at ensuring that the KTCL staff could understand the challenges faced
by the passengers with disabilities and assist them to make their travel hassle-free.

The programme was inaugurated by Social Welfare Secretary Arun Kumar Mishra. Goa
State Commissioner for PwDs Guruprasad Pawaskar, Deputy Director admin/in-charge of
special cell for empowerment of persons with disabilities Taha Haaziq, Managing Director of
KTCL Daryk Neto, Chairperson of KTCL Deepak Naik, Ex-State Disability Commissioner
Anuradha Joshi, President of Disability Rights Association of Goa Avelino De Sa and State
Disability Advisory Board member and senior journalist Prakash Kamat were present at the
event.

Atthis programme 1200 participants including conductors, drivers and KTCL administration
staff received the training. It was a first-of-its-kind awareness and sensitisation programme
held in the state.
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Autism Awareness Drive at
various KTCL bus stands

Date: 21 April 2022

Students from Dnyan Vardhini Divyang Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State
Training College while performing a street Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities
play. along with Taha Haazig, Deputy Director of

Social Welfare & students from Dnyan Vardhini
Divyang Training College.

he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, in collaboration

with the Directorate of Social Welfare, the Disability Rights Association of Goa
(DRAG), and Dnyanvardhini Divyang Training College, Vasco held Autism Awareness Drive
at various Kadamba bus stands to raise awareness about Autism Spectrum Disorder.

Students from Dnyan Vardhini Divyang Training College performed a street play at the bus
stands to raise awareness about Autism among the general public. The State Commissioner
for PwDs Guruprasad Pawaskar, Deputy Director of Social Welfare Taha Haaziq, DRAG
President Avelino De Sa and State Disability Advisory member and senior journalist Prakash
Kamat were present.

The drive was a success in raising autism awareness among citizens as it saw a large crowd
gathered at the bus stands in Vasco, Margao, and Panjim. The Drive not only raised public
awareness, but people with disabilities who were present at various venues reached out to the
staff to discuss their grievances.
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Felicitation of Goan Para Players

Date: 8 May 2022

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar and Shri. Taha Haazig
along with the para players who were felicitated for their achievements.

he Goan para players who competed in the Para National Championship were
felicitated by Subhash Phaldesai, Social Welfare Minister.

Lloyd Leo Fernandes, who won the silver medal at the National Para Table Tennis
Championship, as well as other participants Chetan Salgaonkar, Gopal Naik, Lyndon
Cardozo, Anupa Pilgaonkar, Ruki Rajasab, Moises Rodrigues, and Patrick D’Souza were
felicitated by the minister. Sakshi Kale, who won the Para Athletics national championship,
and Gopal Cuncoliekar, who competed in the National Para Badminton championship were
also felicitated.

KTC Chairman and Navelim MLA Ulhas Tuenkar, State Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities Guruprasad Pawaskar, Arun Kumar Mishra, IAS, Secretary, Social Welfare, Deputy
Director admin/in-charge of special cell for empowerment of persons with disabilities Taha
Haaziq, KTCL Managing Director Sanjay Ghate, President of Disability Rights Association
of Goa Avelino De Sa, Goa Paralympic Association head Sudesh Thakur were also present at
the event.
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First-of-its-kind inclusive education
workshop for 1400 educational institutes

Date : 30 June 2022

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Shri. Officials from the various educational
Guruprasad Pawaskar, Shri. Taha Haazigq institutions at the inclusive education
along with the speakers Dr. Homiyar workshop held at Sanjay School.

Mobedji and Dr. Gargi Sinha.

I nclusive Education workshop was held at the Sanjay Centre for Special Education in

collaboration with the State Council of Educational Research and Training. This was
the first workshop of its kind ever conducted on this scale, which included 1400 educational
institutes from elementary to university level, aided and unaided.

Subhash Phal Dessai, Minister for Social Welfare, Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Taha Haaziq, the Secretary, Goa State Commission
for Persons with Disabilities, Dr. Homiyar Mobedji, Disability Expert, Program Management
Asia and Africa for Benetech California, USA and Dr. Gargi Sinha, the officiating principal at
Dnyanvardhini Divyang Training College, Vasco were among those present.

Dr Homiyar Mobedji, Disability Expert, Program Management Asia and Africa for
Benetech California, USA introduced various technologies and resources available to persons
with disabilities.

Dr. Gargi Sinha, the officiating principal at Dnyanvardhini Divyang Training College,
Vasco spoke about the concept of inclusive education. The workshop also covered issues
related to admission of children with disabilities, access to reading material, and resource
centres.

14 ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23




OFFICE OF THE STATE COMMISSIONER FOR |°$
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, GOVT. OF GOA ()

Special camp for disability
certificates held at Sanguem PHC

Date : 31 July 2022

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai along with a Person The concered officials while collecting the
with Disability at the camp information from the PwDs at the camp.

he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities in collaboration
with the Directorate of Social Welfare and the Directorate of Health Services held a
medical assessment camp at the Sanguem Primary Health Centre.

This camp was aimed at providing disabilities certificates and generating UDID cards for
persons with disabilities. This camp was specifically designed for people with orthopedic
disabilities, visual impairment and hearing impairment. This service was entirely free.

This camp had qualified medical professionals on hand who examined the applicant and
issued the certificate right away. The camp attracted over 100 people from the Sanguem taluka
and more than 60 people with disabilities were eligible for the disability certificate and received
the certificate.
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Awareness programme for
High Court of Bombay at Goa staff

Date: 2 August 2022

n awareness and sensitisation programme on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Act, 2016 was held for staff of the High Court of Bombay at Goa in association with
the Goa State Legal Services Authority.

Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Adv. Devidas
Pangam, Advocate General for the state of Goa, G.G. Bhansali, Registrar (Judicial) High
Court of Bombay at Goa and Anuradha Joshi, Ex-State Commissioner were present at the
programme.

Meanwhile, Anuradha Joshi, Ex-State Commissioner for PwDs gave a detailed overview
of the Right to Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 and the 21 types of disabilities it covers for
the knowledge of all attendees.

Adv. Devidas Pangam, Advocate General for the state of Goa while addressing the
audience at the High Court of Bombay
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Talent competition for PwDs on the
occasion of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

Date: 15 August 2022

n the occasion of ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’, the Goa State Commission for Persons
with Disabilities had organised a fancy dress competition for the Children with
Disabilities. The patriotic singing competition was also held for PwDs.

The fancy dress competition was open to students in the age group of 5-18 and was based
on the theme ‘A person who has made a significant contribution to India’s development’.
While the patriotic singing competition was open for PwDs over 18.

The Fancy dress competition was won by Mackvin Nazareth, Pranya Kashyap came in
second place, and Sankrit Naik came in third place. The consolation prizes went to Chaya
Kumbar, Nitin Bhosle and Akash Harijan.

The Singing competition was won by Nympha Fernandes, Sara Dalal came in second place,
and Resha Vernekar came in third place. The consolation prize went to Vincilla Pareira.
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Workshop for Parents of
Children with Disabilities

Date : 14 September 2022

Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar while lighting Physiotherapist, Ms. Lorraine Fernandes
the lamp at the workshop. demonstrating some work out moves during
the Guidance Workshop.

workshop for parents of children with disabilities was held at the Sanjay Center for
Special Education on the topic of home-based therapeutic interventions for children
with intellectual disabilities.

The Commission had initiated a series of interactive workshops on various themes in order
to support the parents of children with disabilities who go above and beyond to give their
children the best care possible. This was the first session of the series. This workshop series aims
to educate, advise, and provide practical support for parents of children with disabilities.

The workshop attracted more than 100 parents and was inaugurated by Guruprasad
Pawaskar, the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Taha Haaziq, Secretary for
the State Commission for Persons with Disabilities, Neetal Amonkar, Member Secretary of
Sanjay School, and Tatu Kudalkar, Headmaster of Sanjay School. Dr. Dwarkanath Kamat,
Physiotherapist, Dr. Lorraine Fernandes, Dr. Supriya Khandeparkar, Occupational Therapist,
Dr. Siddhika Raul and Dipti Jog, Speech Therapist explained the importance of exercises in
improving the physical and functional condition of children.
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Workshop for Cluster Resource Persons
Date: 20 September 2022

— = A

Smt. Pushkar Sakhardande addressing the CRPs while discussing during the
audience at the training programme held for interactive activity organised during the
CRPs. workshop

A n awareness and training programme for Cluster Resource Persons (CRPs) was held
in association with the Goa Samagra Shiksha.

Shailesh Zhingde, Director, Directorate of Education, Dr. Shambhu Ghadi, State Project
Director, Goa Samagra Shiksha, Taha Haaziq, Secretary, Goa State Commission for PwDs, Dr.
Nandita D’souza, Developmental Pediatrician & Director, Sethu Centre and Dr. Gargi Sinha,
Dyanvardhini divyang college of B.Ed special education were present at the programme.

The training programme conducted by Dr. Nandita Dsouza and Dr. Gargi Sinha attracted
more than 100 CRPs. The orientation event was held at the District Project Office in Margao
for the South district CRPs and at the New SCERT in Porvorim for the North district CRPs.
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Meeting with NGOs working in
the field of disability

Date: 24 September 2022

Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar and Shri. Taha Haazig along with the members of the various
NGOs and officials of the various educational institutions for CwDs of the State.

he State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Guruprasad Pawaskar, held a
meeting with NGOs working in the field of disability, advisory committee members
and institutions working across Goa for the welfare of persons with disabilities.

During the meeting, the State Commissioner for PwDs demonstrated the activities that
have been carried out or initiatives taken so far by the Commission. Furthermore, he asked all
attendees to share their suggestions for improving the welfare of persons with disabilities or
best practices they have implemented.

In the meeting, attendees stressed the importance of a separate queue for persons with
disabilities in hospitals. They urged the Commissioner to organize career guidance workshops
and sex education workshops for children with disabilities. Furthermore, they demanded
the establishment of disability cells in every government department to cater to the needs of
people with disabilities. Also, they have requested that Social Welfare department forms be
made available online.
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District level Blind Cricket Match

Shri. Sadanand Shet Tanavade, Chairman, Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai while wishing
EDC while wishing Blind Cricket players the Blind Cricket players during the district
during the district tournament. tournament.

he Office of the State Commissioner for PwDs held District Level Blind Cricket

Match on the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri. The
match was held between the North Goa and South Goa team. The North Goa team was the
winner of this match.

The event was inaugurated by Subhash Phal Dessai, Minister for Social Welfare, Sadanand
Shet, EDC President, Kedar Naik, Saligao MLA. Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State Commissioner
for PwDs, Taha Haaziq, Secretary, Office of the State Commissioner for PwDs, were also
present at the event. Players expressed their gratitude for organising such match. They were
happy since they got an opportunity after a long time.

L S D i
)Tl | 1T Tengs

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Shri. Kedar Naik, Saligao MLA, Shri. Sadanand Shet
Tanavade, Chairman, EDC and the commission staff along with the cricket players.
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Awareness Workshop for
Grievance Redressal Officers

22

Date: 5 October 2022

PERSONS:

DISABILITIES
Sormenetofigny |

Shri. Taha Haaziq, Secretary, Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities while addressing the Grievances Redressal Officers at the workshop.

he Office of the State Commissioner for persons with disabilities conducted a
sensitisation workshop for Grievance Redressal Officers of all departments across
the state, as part of its efforts to improve the lives of people with disabilities.

There were over 100 Grievance Redressal Officers present at the workshop. The training
was led by Taha Haaziq, Secretary, the Office of the State Commissioner for persons with
disabilities, who also provided an overview of the RPwD Act, 2016, as well as explained roles
and responsibilities of Grievance Redressal Officers.

Section 23 of the RPwD Act, 2016 mandates the appointment of a Grievance Redressal
Officer in every government department. Their role is to work with the department head to find
solutions to problems experienced by employees with disabilities. The training was the first of
its kind in the state for the Grievance Redressal Officers for PwDs, and the workshop received
a resoundingly positive response from them.
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Workshop for Parents of CwDs
Date: 8 October 2022

workshop for parents of

children with disabilities was
held at the Sanjay Center for Special
Education on the topic of Managing
nutrition for children with disabilities.
The workshop was led by Dr. Varsha
Naik.

The Commission had initiated a
series of interactive workshops on
various themes in order to support the
parents of children with disabilities
who go above and beyond to give
their children the best care possible.
This was the second session of the
series. This workshop series aims to
educate, advise, and provide practical
support for parents of children with
disabilities.

Dr. Varsha Naik while addressing the
parents of CwDs at the workshop.

Parents of CwDs at the workshop held at Sanjay School.
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Evaluation and Rehabilitation Guidance
Camp for Employment of PwDs

Date: 20 October 2022

he Office of the State Commissioner forersons with Disabilities, Goa in association

with the National Career Service Centre for Differently Abled, Mumbai and Disability
Rights Association of Goa had organised an Evaluation and Rehabilitation Guidance Camp for
employment of persons with disabilities.

The camp for PwDs residing in the North Goa district was held at the Sanjay Centre for
Special Education, Porvorim and for PwDs residing in the South Goa district was held at the
Gujarati Samaj Educational Trust for the Handicapped, Margao.

Pre-pandemic job markets already had “significant” barriers for people with disabilities.
However, existing barriers have been exacerbated by the pandemic. Thus, the State Commission
for PwDs has set up a two-day camp with the goal of empowering persons with disabilities to
become self-sufficient. During the camp evaluation of persons with disabilities was done to
assess their physical efficiencies, measure their psychological strength, aptitude and areas of
interest to unfold their potentials.

|
<
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Film course for Persons with Disabilities
Date: 21 - 28 November 2022

ith an objective to make art accessible to all and to empower Persons with

Disabilities (PwD), the Film and Television Institute of India (FTII), Pune in
association with the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities hosted
two special film courses as a part of 53rd International Film Festival of India (IFFI), Goa.
The courses come under FTII’s Centre for Open Learning (CFOL) initiative, National Film
Development Corporation (NFDC) and Entertainment Society of Goa (ESG)

COURSE IN SMARTPHONE FILMMAKING FOR AUTISTIC
INDIVIDUALS

This special course was curated by Ajmal Jami, a reputed professional in the field of visual
communication. The course featured diverse modules including the basics of shooting and
editing video footage on smartphones. This was coupled with sessions introducing different
languages of cinema. Moreover, a screening and review session was organized at the end of
the module.

COURSE IN SCREEN ACTING FOR WHEELCHAIR USERS

This particular course in screen acting catered to wheelchair users was helmed by
Jijoy P. R., a renowned theatre artist, film actor, trainer and producer. Also, he holds the
position of the Dean in charge (Film) and Associate Professor, Acting at FTII, Pune.
The special highlights of the 6 module course included an introduction to Natyashastra followed
by acting games and sense awareness games. Furthermore, the course laid a special emphasis
on the Hasya rasa or comedy.

Participants with disabilities along with trainers.
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Celebration of International Day
for Persons with Disabilities

Date: 5 December 2022

nternational day

for Persons with
Disabilities was celebrated
at the Sanjay Centre for
Special Education. The
programme was organised
by the Directorate of Social
Welfare in collaboration
with the Office of the State
Commissioner for persons
with disabilities.

Subhash Phal Dessai,
Minister for Social Welfare,
Sandhya Kamat, Director,
Directorateof Social Welfare,
Neetal Amonkar, Member
Secretary, Sanjay Centre for
Special Education, Prakash
oo Kamat, Senior Journalist and
SONS WITH bisARil mies State Disability Advisory

S A ' ' 14 Member and Avelino De Sa,
President, Disability Rights
Association of Goa.

Students with Disabilities
across the state performed
dance, presented street
play, singing, etc. cultural
programme. Blood donation
camp was also held on the
occasion.

Children with Disabilities while perfoming Goan traditional
dance on the occassion of International Day for Persons with
Disabilities
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Initiatives taken by the Office of the State
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities

ver the year, the commission

has also proceeded with
several initiatives in the field of
employment, education, infrastructure
and disability aids that have benefitted
on a long term basis.
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Accessible India Campaign

he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities is
spearheading the Accessible India Campaign with the objective of
making the state barrier-free for people with disabilities.

The campaign aimed to ensure that persons with disabilities have equal access
to public places, buildings, transport, and information and communication
technologies (ICTs) in order to lead a life of dignity and independence.

The RPwD Act, 2016 mandates thatall public buildings, including government
offices, schools, hospitals, and public transport, must be made accessible to
persons with disabilities. The Act also calls for the creation of accessible ICTs
and the removal of barriers to access to information and communication for
persons with disabilities.

The Accessible India Campaign has been an important initiative in advancing
the goals of the RPwD Act, 2016. Under the campaign, the state government
has identified several priority areas for intervention, including public buildings,
beaches, transport and ICTs. Though the Accessible India Campaign was
launched by the Government of India in 2016 not much was done in the state
till Jan 2022.

In the last one year under the supervision of the State Commissioner for
Persons with Disabilities, the Accessible India Campaign has achieved some
significant successes.

At present GMC, Police HQ, Collectorate buildings, and other government
buildings are equipped with ramps, accessible toilets, and tactile tiles to assist
persons with disabilities. It is pertinent to note that the ESG complex which is
host to the International Film Festival from 2004 is now made fully accessible
under the supervision of the State Commission.

Though it is a long-term effort that requires sustained commitment, the
State Commission is working closely with the Department of Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities, New Delhi in order to make more than 250 government
buildings across the state including educational institutions accessible for
persons with disabilities.

The Commission is also ensuring that all government websites are accessible
for Persons with Disabilities. The funding for the same was sought through
the SIPDA scheme of the Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities.
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Reservation of shops at
Kadamba bus stands for PwDs

Kadamba bus stand

s a result of continuous follow-up with the Kadamba Transport Corporation

Limited (KTCL) officials by the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities, a few shops at KTCL bus stands have been reserved for PwDs in accordance with
the RPwD Act, 2016.

Section 37(c) of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 mandates 5 percent
reservation in allotment of land on concessional rate where such land is to be used for the purpose
of promoting housing, business, enterprise, recreation centers and production centers.

Unemployment is one of the biggest concerns of people with disabilities today. As a result,
some PwDs filed a complaint with the Commission regarding the fact that PwDs should also
be able to operate shops at the local KTCL bus stands.

After taking note of the complaints of the PwDs, the State Commissioner for PwDs
Guruprasad Pawaskar followed up with KTCL Chairman MLA Ulhas Tuenkar and General
Manager Sanjay Ghate. His efforts finally bore fruit and KTCL bus stands now have some
shops reserved for PwDs. A number of KTCL shops have been reserved for persons with
disabilities in Pernem, Marcel, Honda, Asnoda, Panaji, Cuncolim, Canacona and Shiroda.
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Goa Board with help of Disability
Commiission to convert textbooks to ePub
format to foster inclusive education

oa Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary

Education is in the process of converting all subject
textbooks into the ePub format in association with the State
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities.

An EPUB is an electronic publication, a file format that is
the current industry standard in digital publishing. EPUBs
are a standardized format that can support the digitization of
traditional print books and make best use of the flexibility of
digital screens to resize, reflow and enhance text and media
rich content.

4 —| ©
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Elevator at Campal Sports
stadium made functional

he lift at the new multipurpose indoor sports

stadium at Campal, Panaji, was made functional.
The state commissioner for PwDs had issued a notice to the
directorate of sports and youth affairs directing that the lift
be made operational within 10 days.

The commissioner had pointed out that the lift being kept
non-functional amounts to harassment and discrimination
of disabled persons and is in violation of Section 3 of the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.

The directions were issued following a complaint received
from a person with locomotor disability who stated that
he was unable to play table tennis on the upper floor of
the newly constructed stadium as the non-operational lift
blocked his access.
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Mapusa Sub-Registrar office
made its lift operational

he Mapusa Sub-Registrar office made its lift
operational after receiving notice from the Office
of the State Commission for Persons with Disabilities.

A notice was sent to the Mapusa Sub-Registrar office by
the State Commission for Persons with Disabilities directing
the lift to be operational within 10 days. The directions were
issued after a complaint was received from a person with
disability.

The lift being kept non-functional amounts to harassment
and discrimination of disabled persons and is in violation
of Section 3 of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act.
It will be a huge relief for persons with disabilities and
senior citizens who frequently visit this office for different
reasons.

Mapusa Sub-Registrar office

32 ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23




OFFICE OF THE STATE COMMISSIONER FOR 'f
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, GOVT. OF GOA ()

SCPwDs provides in house facility to
Shobhana Korgaonkar, woman with
disability

hobhana Korgaokar, a woman with disability from Camurlim, who endured
excruciating suffering due to the lack of basic amenities, is provided with in-house
toilet facility by Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities.

A few months ago the plight of Shobhana Korgaokar, whose both legs have been amputated
was highlighted in the media. After which the commissioner took immediate action and provided
her a wheelchair so she could move around the house easily. Besides, he had promised all the
assistance the commission could offer.

Every person has the right to a dignified life, and a disability cannot be an excuse for
denying someone this right. Through the assistance of Avelino De Sa, President of Disability
Rights Association of Goa, Senior Journalist Prakash Kamat, and Rotary Club of Porvorim,
Shobhana Korgaonkar has now been provided with an in-house toilet facility.

Shobhana Korgaonkar said, “Both my legs were amputated four years ago. Since then, my
mother has helped me with my daily tasks. But since my mother passed away, I have had to
deal with many difficulties. The state commissioner for PwDs acted right away after the media
drew attention to my issue. I thank everyone for all the help”.

State Commissioner for Person with Disabilities
Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar with Smt. Shobhana
Korgaonkar at her residence.

Smt. Shobhana Korgaonkar
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State Commission for PwDs provides
prosthetic limbs to Fulrani Kinalekar

F ulrani Kinalekar, person
with locomotor disability,
resident of Korgaon was provided
with prosthetic limbs by the Office

Tdram Knaekar
gangretl

| gt e B £ i of the State Commissioner for
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Persons with Disabilities with the
help of Rotary Club of Porvorim
and Rotary Club of Mapusa Elite.

Kinalekar expressed her gratitude
to Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State
Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities. “I had to face many
difficulties before being provided
with artificial legs. Now I am
leading an independent life with the
new prosthesis”, she said.

Kinalekar participated in the
fashion show organised during the

Fulrani Kinalekar with artificial legs at the Purple Fest using prosthetic limbs
Purple Fest.

provided by the State Commission
for Persons with Disabilities, and
received appreciation from the
audience.
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India’s first-of-its-kind inclusive
festival that embraces and celebrates
persons with disabilities.

PURPLE FEST :
CELEBRATING
DIVERSITY
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D isabilities do not equate to inabilities and so the Purple Fest 2023 was organized to

celebrate diversity and inclusion of persons with disabilities (PwDs). The Purple
Fest 2023, India’s first-of-its-kind inclusive fest a distinctive 3-day event was held from 6th —
8th January’2023 at the Entertainment Society of Goa, Panaji that aimed to show how people
can come together to create a welcoming and inclusive world for everyone. Purple Fest was
organised by the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Govt of Goa
in association with Directorate of Social Welfare-Goa, Entertainment Society of Goa and
Department of Tourism.

The event intended to encourage people to overcoming personal stereotypes as well as to
establish an environment that not only educates everyone about the disabled community and
their capabilities but also respect and celebrate diversity.

The festival which promoted inclusion and engagement of all people on a shared platform
attracted over 5,000+ delegate registrations, including members of the disabled community
and other individuals from all over the country. The event had 1000 local volunteers to assist
the delegates, persons with and without disability for all three days. More than 50,000 people
visited various venues and were mesmerized by the scale of the event.

Perfomance by We are one group from Delhi at the Purple Fest.
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MESSAGE FROM PRIME
MINISTER OF INDIA

Shri. Narendra Modi

Hon’ble Prime Minister of India

lessed with infinite talent and indomitable courage, our Divyangjan face and

surmount every challenge with a smile. They are a source of inspiration for all of
us. The many accomplishments of our Divyangjan across diverse areas - be it in education,
sports, arts, entertainment, or any professional space set an ideal for the society. Their record-
breaking performances at sporting events such as the Paralympics have kept our Tricolour
flying high.

The nation remains steadfast towards the empowerment of Divyangjan through Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas’. Our endeavour is to create an enabling
environment for Divyang to realise their full potential and fulfil their dreams and ambitions.
Whether it is reforms that increase accessibility of buildings or sensitivity in designing new
public infrastructure, whether it is incentives in sports or increasing their participation in
government jobs, the nation has taken a number of steps that create opportunities and impact
outcomes.

Further, today technology-enabled tools offer a great potential to empower Divyangjan
and we are also working in this direction. The Festival will help the government learn from
their experiences and finding opportunities for leveraging technology for larger benefit.

The organisation of various events at the Festival are an opportunity for Divyangjan to
showcase their diverse skills before a wide audience. At the same time, it is also an occasion
for the society to appreciate their unfathomable strength and endurance.

I wish “The Purple Fest’ all success. May the occasion enable and empower our Divyangjan,
and also further strengthen the diverse and inclusive spirit of our nation.
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Fest decor at the ESG complex.

100+ Exhibitors
200+ Guest speakers
300+ On Stage performers
1000+ Volunteers
5000+ Delegates
50,000+ Visiters
Part of Purple Fest 2023
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LAUNCH OF WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE E-RICKSHAWS

or the first time Goa witnessed the launch of wheelchair accessible e-rickshaws.

Ezy Mov, a pioneer in wheelchair taxi service in Mumbai, launched its specially
designed wheelchair accessible e-rickshaws in the state during the Purple Fest. In order to
help senior citizen delegates and delegates with disabilities, six accessible E-Rickshaw were
kept at the Entertainment Society of Goa during the Fest.

Wheelchair accessible
e-rickshaw

UNIFIED BEACH CRICKET /4

he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities in association

with the Directorate of Social Welfare and Special Olympics Bharat had organised
Unified Beach Cricket at Miramar beach as a pre-event. Unified Beach Cricket, an inclusive
cricket match, was introduced in India for the first time during the Purple Fest.

Players while playing
the Unified Beach
Cricket
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Deafblind Convention I

first-of-its-kind national level Deafblind Convention was held in the state of
Goa from 4th - 6th January 2023 at St. Joseph Vaz Spiritual Renewal Centre,
0Old Goa.

It was organized by the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities,
Goa in association with the Sense India and the Caritas Goa. Over 140 participants
including Educators, Adults with Deafblindness and their Interpreters and Caregivers
participated in the convention.

This national training was held of three different groups - Youths and Adults with
Deatblindness, Parents and Caregivers and Educators. The objective of this convention
was to enhance the participants’ knowledge on physical, emotional, and social aspects
of sex, sexuality and gender.

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Minister of Social Welfare along with Shri. Rajesh
Faldessai, MLA Cumbarjua Constituency & other dignitaries while lighting the lamp

at Deafblind Convention.
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Access India Convention - 2023 I

he 5th Access India convention on the theme ‘Transformation through
Consolidation” was held at Clube Tennis De Gaspar Dias Hall, Miramar, Goa
from 5th January to 6th January as a pre-event of the Purple Fest.

This was organized by the Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities in association with Access India Convention. This convention attracted
over 255 delegates across the country.

The convention was inaugurated by Dr. Pramod Sawant, Chief Minister of Goa in
the presence of Guest of Honour Nilesh Cabral, Minister for Power, Goa, Subhash Phal
Dessai, Minister for Social Welfare, Guruprasad Pawaskar, Goa State Commissioner for
Persons with Disabilities and Taha Haaziq, Secretary, Office of the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities.

PURPLE
FEST

CELEBRATING DIVERSITY!

in( = clusive festl"ﬁl that k
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Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State Commissioner for PwDs, Goa while
addressing the audience at the Access India Convention.
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ALL INDIA STATE COMMISSIONER
FOR PwDs MEET

he Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities in association with the
Office of Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities (CCPD) hosted a two-
day sensitisation workshop on 6th and 7th January 2023 at Taj Vivanta, Panaji, Goa.

During this workshop, best practices in the field of disability with a focus on improving
accessibility, implementation-related issues of various schemes and programmes for persons
with disabilities, innovations and action plans in the field of accessibility, etc. was discussed
with the representatives of States/UTs Government and some of the eminent NGOs and other
stakeholders.

Hon’ble Union Minister, Dr. Virendra Kumar, inaugurated the event by lighting the lamp
in the gracious presence of Shri. Subhash Phal Desai, Hon’ble Minister for Social Welfare,
Goa, Shri. Rajesh Aggarwal, Hon’ble Secretary, Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (Divyangjan) Shri. Kishor B. Surwade, Hon’ble DDG, DEPwD, and many
other dignitaries.

Hon’ble Union Minister, Dr. Virendra Kumar while addressing the State Commissioners
for PwDs.
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Opening Ceremony I

he Opening Ceremony of the unique Purple fest was held on 6 January 2023 at

Inox Courtyard in the presence of Dr Pramod Sawant, Chief Minister of Goa
and Dr. Virendra Kumar, Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment who presided
over the function along with Rohan Khaute, Minister for Tourism, Subhash Phal Dessai,
Minister for Social Welfare, Subhash Chandra, Secretary, Social Welfare, Sandhya
Kamat, Director, Directorate of Social Welfare, Rohit Monserrate, Mayor, Panaji CCP,
Guruprasad Pawaskar, the State Commissioner for PwDs, Govt of Goa and Taha Haaziq,
Secretary, State Commission for PwDs, Govt of Goa.

Dr. Pramod Sawant lighting the lamp at the Opening Ceremony in the presence of Dr.
Virendra Kumar, Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Shri. Rohan Khaute and other dignitaries.
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PURPLE AMBASSADORS REPRESENTING
21 TYPE OF DISABILITIES

or the first time in the history of India 21 Purple Ambassadors representing the 21 types of
disabilities listed under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 had come together
to inspire generations of people with and without disability in the country.

Manju Sharma Lalit Pargi

Person with Chronic and Person with Sickle

Neurological Disability Cell Disease

Mahadev Sawant Krunal Thakur

Person with Low Vision Person with Muscular
Dystrophy

K. Y. Venkatesh

Person with Dwarfism

Karishma Kannan
Person with Down Syndrome

Kamal Kanta Jennifer Joseph
Person with Spinal Cord Person with Mental Illness
Injury

Anjali Vyas Zamir Dhale
Person with Multiple Sclerosis Person with Multiple
Disabilities
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UNITED FOR DISABILITY

INCLUSION

Dhanya Ravi

Person with Locomotor
Disability

Deepashree Narendra
Person with Learning Disablity

Aarti Batra

Person with Thalassemia
Major

Rakshita Shekhar

Autistic Person

Jeeja Ghosh

Person with Cerebral Palsy

Maya Ranavare
Leprosy Cured Person

OFFICE OF THE STATE COMMISSIONER FOR
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Santosh Vani
Person with Haemophilia

Sunil Sahasrabudhe
Deaf Individual

Pragya Prasun
Singh

Acid Attack Survivor

Nidhi Goyal

Person with Blindness

Umesh Salgar

Person with Parkinsons
Disease
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Purple Think Tank / 4

Self Employment of PwDs

I n this panel, there were discussions on various ecosystem which are available in the

country for providing Entrepreneurial Development Program (EDP) training to PwDs,
Marketing opportunities of Rural products, Financial support to PwDs who are interested to
start the business, EDP training to Intellectual disability candidates, Role of NGOs in rural area
for promoting EDP training to PWDs, journey on successful PwD entrepreneurs etc.

Priti Lobo while moderating the
panel discussion on the topic of
‘Careers of PwDs’.

Government role on inclusion of PwDs

he government aims to mainstream people with disabilities by various means. By

reserving 4% of vacancies, Public Sector Undertakings (PSU) and government
departments recruit people with disabilities into their work force. This is a major step towards
mainstreaming People with disabilities. This panel focuses on sharing various initiatives taken
by different PSU and government departments to ‘include employees with disabilities’ into
their organization from recruitment to retirement.

©ould be
wernment

Dr. Alim Chandani while
moderating the panel discussion
on the topic of ‘Inclusive
education for Deaf".
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Careers of PwDs

here was a representation of six disabilities in the panel- Vision impairment, Hearing

Impairment, Locomotor Disability, Muscular Dystrophy, Intellectual disability. These
champions have carved a niche in their respective professional domains of IT, Hospitality,
Ecommerce, Entrepreneurship, through perseverance and performance. The discussion
showcased the Champions’ journey of grit and determination from being contenders to
becoming leaders in their organization.

8 January 2023 : The panellists
discussing the topic, Careers of
Persons with Disabilities.

Inclusive Education for Deaf

E ach of the panelists have shared their personal experiences in a mainstreamed school

environment where it was a devastating experience for most of them. With the Indian
Government promoting “inclusive education” would be the best model where it is more of a
gimmick rather than realizing how it would harm the deaf children in the long run.

Each one of the panelists also shared their experiences as Special Educator Experts in
Deaf schools in different parts of India and how they are developing a bilingual model that is
effective.

A panel discussion on the topic
Inclusive Education For Deaf at
the Purple Think Tank.
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Inclusive Education focused on Print Disabilities

he focus of the panel was on demonstrating that by using low-cost mainstream
solutions, it is very easy to include the visually impaired student in the system and
also helps the teacher to educate the student along with other non-disabled students.

Dr. Homiyar Mobedji leading a
panel on the Topic of Inclusive
Education Focused on Print
Disabilities at the Purple Think
Tank

Inclusive Education Focused On Neurodiversity

A s learning disability is still not a commonly identified disability and many individuals

are wrongly portrayed as “individuals lacking intellect”, the panel focused on
the various aspects of identifying and subsequently educating an individual with learning
disabilities. The presenters highlighted models that can be replicated and mainstreamed across
the country. The main take away from the session was that with very little addition, systems
can become inclusive, and many individuals can benefit from such interventions.

Dr. Nandita De Souza leading a
panel on the topic of Inclusive
Education Focused on
Neurodiversity.
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Inclusive Education: A Possibility or
An Ideal for India?

eha Trivedi chaired a panel of administrators and experts who had contributed to

making education systems accessible to all. The participants discussed at length
about their experiences for making their organizations and systems accessible both at the
school and college level.

The highlight was the experiences and challenges shared by Bharat Vaya in converting a
school for the blind from a “Traditional centre of education to a Digital Learning Centre”. He
explained the various changes that were implemented to make the school for the blind a model
institution, where all students were using technology to read and write at par with their non-
disabled counterparts.

Smt. Neha Trivedi leading a
panel on the topic Inclusive

Education: A Possibility or an
Ideal for India.

Sports for Persons with Disabilities

he panel demonstrated success stories and presented role models from the community

who in spite of challenges had risen to the top of their sport. The panel concluded
that an Inclusive Education system can only succeed if we make all aspects including sports
accessible to all.

é

Shri. George Abraham leading
a panel on the topic of Sports
for Persons with Disabilities.
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Purple Experience Zone  //

Inclusive Carnival

kshadhaa Foundation hosted Inclusive Carnival, creating a fun, experiential pathway

to understand and engage with the neuro-diverse brain which is still a gray area for
science. At the same time, it displayed and explained the learning solutions tapping the sensory
perception areas which are the base of our brain’s learning channels.

A child and his mother playing
at the Inclusive Carnival.

Antarchakshu

ntarchakshu is a simulation workshop designed to provide a sneak peek into the

world of a person with disabilities. Participants experienced simulated activities for
a few minutes and were made to perform a few simple tasks in a safe environment. Immersive
activities were designed to mirror the experience of navigating life with disabilities.

Simulation activity organised as
part of the Antarchakshu
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Model Accessible Home

M odel Accessible Home was a model space to showcase various adapted products

and technology for daily living and ideas to make one’s home accessible. It was
designed as affordable and barrier-free as possible, using universal design principles. Easy
transfer, accessible cabinets, anti-slip flooring, and product adaptation for everyday activities
are some key features considered. The Model Accessible Home had a living room, kitchen,
bedroom, bathroom space, and an AAC corner.

Model Accessible Home as part
of the Purple Experience Zone

Jagruti Mela

platform that brings various stakeholders associated with PwD under a single roof to

get introduced to knowledge and information on early intervention, education, social
welfare schemes and benefits, rights of PwDs, health care, skilling, training, and livelihood
opportunities. This awareness EnAbles PwDs and their stakeholders to make informed decisions
at early stages resulting in a successful and sustainable livelihood. The platform works as a
bridge between the service providers and service receivers to get connected with each other to
cover all the stages of PwDs life cycle in a single roof.

Parents interacting at the
Jagruti Mela which was part of
the Purple Experience zone
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Purple We Care Film Festival

he Brotherhood and Saksham Trust, Delhi had organized the Purple We Care Film

Festival to sensitize regular school students about the disability. A total number of
30 award winning films were screened in 12 shows in 3 days and more than 5000 audiences
watched the films.

Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Shri. Taha Haaziq, Shri. Satish Kapoor, Founder,
Brotherhood along with regular school students at the cinema hall.
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Purple Fun / 4

Fun at Miramar beach

or the first time, many people with disabilities were able to feel the waves at Miramar

beach as part of an initiative by the Purple Fest. The iconic beach was made disabled
friendly through the installation of a ramp, beach carpet and the use of floating wheelchairs that
transported people with disabilities to the beach area.

Delegates with disabilities of
the Purple Fest at Miramar
beach

Cruise Ride

ruise ride that happened once a day for all the three days of the event. The cruise was
made accessible for PwDs with the assistance of ramps, interpreters and volunteers.

The scenic views of calm shores, and the surrounding mountains were audio described to
persons with vision impairment as they cruised around Mandovi river. In the purple fun track,
we had maximum turnout for this event, with a participation of 1000 people.

Delegates with disabilities of
the Purple Fest enjoying the
Cruise Ride

A
L
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Bird Walk

he wetlands of Carambolim lake have a wide variety of birdlife. The Bird Walk was

conducted on all three days of the fest. This session was made inclusive to persons
with vision impairment by introducing different solutions like recordings of the sounds that
a bird makes were played on a speaker and tactile cardboard representations of the birds
passed around to assess the sizes and the shapes of the birds. Moreover, the session was made
accessible for persons with hearing impairments with the help of sign language interpreters.

Persons with disabilities
enjoying bird walk session at
Carambolim lake.

Inclusive Car Rally

P urple Fest hosted first-ever inclusive car rally in the state of Goa, featuring visually

impaired individuals as navigators and braille maps as their guides and non disabled as
drivers making it a historic event. 35 cars with 35 drivers participated, along with 40 navigators
who came from various parts of the country.

Dignitaries while flagging off
the cars at the Inclusive Car
Rally.
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Accessible Movie Screening

n this section three movies Drishyam 2, Three idiots, and 83 were screened with audio

description, closed captioning and Sign Language Interpretation. The hall was full and
was steaming with a lot of noise and excitement before the show. The students in particular
were amazed at the concept and were looking forward to more such shows in the future.

Sign Language Interpreter while interpreting the movie for
person with hearing impairment.
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n evening of celebration with live perfomances by renowned artists music concerts,
dance perfomances and stand-up comedy show.

\/

Music perfomance by Ritvik
Rajan.

Dance perfomance by
We Are One Group

Perfomance of Padma Shri
Shankar Mahadevan along with
Goan CwDs.
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Music perfomance by Jyoti K N 7

-

| NG DIVERSITY!

1 Y inclusive festival that
)ersons with disabilities.
Music Concert of

Udaan Music Band.

Abhay Kumar Sharma while
doing Stand-up Comedy.
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Tara Play.

DJ Aamish

Goan traditional Goaf dance by
Goan artists with disablities.
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Employment Convention /4

S ome of the most frequent questions employers have often pondered about when
approaching disability is the existing business case for hiring persons with disabilities
(PwDs) and how employing PwDs positively impacts the workplace.

Employers are also keen to explore avenues to equip themselves and scale their journey
of disability inclusion. Their curiosity is often accompanied by apprehension since disability
inclusion involves unique nuances that may not apply to other diverse minority groups.

To address these specific questions and help prospective employers with diverse perspectives,
Goa Chamber of Commerce in association with the Govt of Goa and EnAble India organized
a panel discussion on Purple Think Tank: ‘Building Inclusive Ecosystems for Employment of
Persons with Disabilities.

The event was graced by the presence of Hon. Chief Minister of Goa Dr. Pramod Sawant,
the Hon. Minister of Social welfare Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, and the Commissioner for
Office of State commission of Persons with Disabilities Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar. We were
also joined by the President, Goa Chamber of Commerce and the Keynote Speaker Managing
Director, ANZ. Mr. Venkataraman S V, Founders of EnAble India Shanti Raghavan and
Dipesh Sutariya.

The panel discussion hosted inclusive leaders from various companies across sectors whose
thought leadership and vision contributed to creating inclusive workplaces for PwDs.

The invigorating conversation by the panel focused on valuable insights and stories from
employers across companies and industries on their journey, best practices, approach towards
driving cultural change and building inclusive ecosystems. They shared varied perspectives
on promoting better talent management, collaboration and belonging through disability
inclusion.

Dr. Pramod Sawant, CM-Goa, while
lighting the lamp in the presence

of Shri. Subhash Phal Dessai, Shri.
Guruprasad Pawaskar and Shri.
Taha Haazig.
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Purple Dialogue / 4

he Purple Dialogue was an interactive and illuminating platform where disability
experts, activists, Purple Ambassadors and parents were invited to share their insights
on inclusion of PwDs in India.

The panelists discussed and deliberated over varied dimensions of disability, current
challenges and gaps and further suggested action-based, time-frame-based practical solutions
and strategies for implementation.

It was a holistic exercise involving two press conferences and seven panel discussions
involving more than 60 participants. It got an overwhelming response in terms of audience
which consisted of both persons with and without disabilities who participated in the open
house that followed the discussions.

Panelists of the Purple
Dialogue session titled

‘Blood Disorder - Identifying
destigmatising & Medication ?’

v .
DO
PURPLE
FEST

Smt. Kavita Murugkar while
moderating the Purple
Dialogue session focused on
ICT accessibility
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PURPLE KALEIDOSCOPE / 4

he Purple Kaleidoscope was divided into five sections; Art Gallery, Accessible Art
section, The Art Garden, Art Pavilion and Art Installation.

Art Exhibition

urated by Elizabeth Kurian, secretary of Towards Inclusion Everywhere in Society

(TTES); 18 artists from 14 to 60 years of age had displayed their artwork. Of the 18
artists, eighthave, over time converted their works into products and are successful entrepreneurs.
Their works included crochet, door mats, matt-embroidery, mixed media products, tablecloth,
stone paintings, besides conventional paintings.

Mehandi artist with disablities

Y ' while drawing mehandi.

Accessible Art Section

n the Accessible Art section, there was a set of tactile paintings curated by Access
for All & some of these art work had QR codes which helped the visually impaired
appreciate the art works.

Hon’ble Union Minister
Dr. Viredra Kumar at the
Accessible Art Section.
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The Art Garden

he Art Garden with community Art activities was a great hit amongst all. Children

with disabilities and other mainstream students participated in it which resulted in
3 large canvas community paintings. Over 500 students were part of this activity. This was
facilitated by an artist with locomotor disability, Alpna Kale. This also included poster making,
craft, and origami.

Adults while enjoying the art
activity facilitated by an artist with
locomotor disability, Alpna Kale.

Art Pavilion

iddhant Shah from Access for All, conducted curated workshops for over 500 students

from the special schools of Goa. Even the blank white walls of the Art Pavilion became
the canvas. The Pavilion also was the AC sensory space where children with special needs
could relax whenever needed.

Students posing with their
artwork at the Inclusive
Artwork Workshop at the Purple
Fest 2023.
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Art Installation

he art installation at Promenade focused on photo exhibits and a ramp created by Salil
Chaturvedi, an author, poet and artist based in Goa. Chaturvedi uses a wheelchair and
has been campaigning for disability issues for the past several years.

An art installation at the Purple
Kaleidoscope at the Purple Fest
2023

Fredrika Menezes at art gallery.
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10™ MISTER AND MISS DEAF INDIA /4

he Purple Fest played host to the 10th annual Miss and Mister Deaf India 2023

beauty pageant, organised by The Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with
Disabilities in association with the Directorate of Social Welfare, All India Deaf Arts and
Cultural Society (AIDACS), Goa Association of the Deaf and the Directorate Art and Culture
had organised the 10th annual Miss and Mister Deaf India 2023 beauty pageant.

The event which was held at the Gera School (TGS) Auditorium, Old Goa, provided the deaf
youth community of India with a national platform to showcase their talent and venture into
the mainstream fashion industry. It also opened the doors for them to pursue any other dreams
in such a field. The winners eventually participate in the Miss and Mister Deaf International,
Europe, and Asia pageants. Varsha from Kerala won the title of Mrs. Deaf India 2023, Sheetal
Kimmatkar from Maharashtra was the first runner up and Sadyia Sayed from Goa was the
second runner-up.

Rajesh Bhanushali from Maharashtra won the title of Mr. Deaf India 2023. Harish Chouhan
from Madhya Pradesh was the first runner up and Parth Narula from Delhi was the second
runner-up. Vinita Shirodkar from Goa won the title of Miss Deaf India 2023. Khushboo Patel
from Madhya Pradesh was the first runner up and Sujatadevi Passi from Goa was the second
runner-up. The winners will eventually participate in the Miss and Mister Deaf International,
Europe, and Asia pageants.

Participants of the 10th Mister and Miss Deaf India along with the organisers.
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PURPLE I-RUN GOA MARATHON /4

he Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Directorate of

Social Welfare and the I-Help Foundation Goa hosted Purple I-Run Goa Marathon.
This is Goa’s first national marathon for 21 types of disabilities. This marathon aimed to
promote inclusion in the society was held on the last day of the fest.

picture

Wheelchair user participants at the Purple I-Run Goa Marathon
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ALL INDIA OPEN PARA TT
CHAMPIONSHIP GOA 2023

1l India Para Table Tennis Open Championship Goa 2023, Goa’s first nationwide
championship for Persons with Disabilities was held during the Purple Fest.

This national level championship was organized in collaboration with the Directorate of
Social Welfare, Sports Authority of Goa and Geno Pharmaceuticals. The event concluded with
winners taking home 13 Gold, 13 Silver and 20 Bronze medals in different classifications.

Shri. Govind Gaude,
Minister for sports
along with Goan PARA
IT Plyers.

A para player while

playing TT at the All

India Open Para TT

Championship Goa
2023.
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INTER STATE BLIND
CRICKET MATCH

nter-State Blind Cricket Tournament was held as part of the Purple Fest. The tournament

witnessed a total of six teams participating including Goa, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Kerala, Pondicherry and Telangana. The 20 overs match with the basic rules of Cricket was
played by four completely blind players, three who can see up to a distance of 2mts and four
with 6mts vision. The final of the same was held at the GCA ground Porvorim here on Sunday
in between Goa and Telengana. Telengana won the match by 152 runs, with the highest highest
team total of 312 runs scored in the Finals. Goa emerged Runners-Up in the tournament.

X

PURPLE
FEST

. _IBPATING DWERSITY!

i Eymkidaa GCA Broumil Paryorim. nharkantons, Tongdz. tna
Time - 10.am to 1 pm / 2 pm to. 5 pm
= “Ploase do conp
ottt N, OTETHAGTA ]En‘lli]lll]lﬂwldﬂpﬂh"m =

Blind Cricket players at the Inter-state Blind Cricket Match.
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he Purple Fest2023 was attended by Delegates from different walks of life educationists,

NGOs, Activists, Corporates, Government Officials from within and outside Goa.
The Festival was not limited to the Delegates with Disabilities but saw a heavy footfall of
people not from the disability sector. This made the whole event a colorful amalgamation of
different talents and abilities. The entire effort was well praised by everyone as it not only gave
a platform for differently abled to showcase their talent but a learning experience for all . The
Concept and the intent of the whole Event was beautifully captured and executed and was able
to drive home the need of developing team spirit, acceptance and leadership amongst all the
participants and delegates present. Togetherness and Inclusion displayed in The Purple Fest
helps us all to evolve them into stronger and more able human beings in future. The Feeling of
Joy, Success and Acceptance on each and every face on the last day of The purple Fest said it
all about the it’s Grand Success !

] \
I

PURPLE
EEST

Hon’ble Minister of Social Welfare Shri. Subhash Phaldessai & State Commissioner
for Person with Disabilities Shri. Guruprasad Pawaskar while giving the Purple Fest
memento to the hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa Dr. Pramod Sawant.
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Hon’ble PM Narendra Modi lauds Goa
Govt for organising the Purple Fest

I n the first ‘Mann Ki Baat’ programme of 2023, Hon’ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi
praised the Goa government for hosting ‘Purple Fest: Celebrating Diversity’, India’s
first-of-its-kind inclusive festival that celebrated persons with disabilities.

The PM said, “Purple Fest was a unique effort in itself for the welfare of the Divyangjan and
it gave people with disabilities a new sense of confidence. Over 50 thousand people attended
the fest, demonstrating the kind of platform it has created for everyone. Initiatives such as
Purple Fest would prove to be very effective in realizing the vision of an Accessible India”.

Moreover, he stated that persons with disabilities look forward to visiting the famous
Miramar beach now that it is one of the ‘Accessible Beaches for Persons with Disabilities’ in
the country.

“Many efforts were seen in this fest to raise awareness about the welfare of the divyang. For
making Purple Fest a success, I congratulate all the people who participated in it”, he added.

70 ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23




OFFICE OF THE STATE COMMISSIONER FOR

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES,

GOVT. OF GOA ()

MEDIA COVERAGE

THE PURPLE CONNECTION

Rakesh Munidye

Call for easy certification
of disabilities intensifies

Times News NeTwoak

fith the Rights of Persons
lities (PwD) Act T‘U]fj no:
ich

Huw\‘vr. certification continu-
&5 to be a major hurdle in the state,

‘Registering for UDID cards can be done online'

ersons with disabilities facing issuesin registering themselves for

Unique Disability Identity (UDID] cards have been asked to getin touch
withthe office of the state of persons with disabilities.

“There is a helpline number: 8156321900 and an e-mail address:
dis-comm.goa@agov.in. There's no need to visit the office. Our website
www.scpwil.goa.gov.in has the latest central government circulars and we
request government officers to visit our website so that hetter services can
be provided to persans with disabilities,” commissioner for persons with
disabilities Guruprasad Pawaskar, said.

People facing issues uploading their documents for registration of UD

On the eve of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, purple lights illuminate Atal Setu on Friday
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Speaking at a webinar on ‘Inter  prasad Pawaskar too stressed on the
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Phal Dessai said no government
offices should create obstacles for
PwDs toreceive their bencfits.

He further appealed to headmas
ters to not deny admission to slow
learnersand students with disabili-
ties. Instead, he sabd, remedial clas-
ses must be set up to ensure that
they cope.

The gov ment is in the pro-
cess of converting textbooks into
audio formats fo make them
more accessible to students with
disahilities

CM: Inclusive education key for
bringing PwD into mainstream

Times News Nerwore
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2,859 Divyangas register for
UDID cards, more to follow suit
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decided 1o utilise the services
of panchiyats and o bnitiale
i special campalgn on district
bevel, toreach out to the Divy
angas, Under this campaign,
two to thee camps will be
organised on a daily basis in
each of the talukas or munic
ipality lewel

According o the Rights
of Persons with Disahilities
(RPWD Act] Act, 206, ancd
Dibvyang Policy, it is compul

sory bor the persons falling
in 21 categories of disablities
to have UDI cand, The cen-
stes 2001 figures podnt out that
thene are 33012 persons with
disahilities in Goa, and only
&4 36 persans from these have
recetved the UTHD card so far,
Mary of the persoms with dis
whilities do not possess this
card, due o lack of informa

ton regarding the card, of
fack of knowledge of informa
ton technology.

Corsidering  these  draw
backs and hurdles, the Seal
Socil Welfare department ha
implementod gowmance
ot doarsteqy’ concept and the
Sente Commissianer for Person:
with [sahilites has o ke e
wiew of this wark,
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45 govt buildings to become
accessible to PwDs in a year

Subhash Phal Desai says there is need to create an inclusive society

Staff Reporter
Panaji

Minister for Social Welfare
subhash Phal Desai has
sid that the govemnment
aas taken up the work 1o
make 45 government build-
ngs easly accessible for
Divyangs, which will be
completedin ayear’s time.

The directorate of Plan-
ning, Statistics and Eval-
aation hosted a webinar
an ‘Aids o Divyangs and
Senior Citizens' under the
Swayampurna Goa 2.0 pro-
gramme on Saturday.

The Minister interac-
ied with the Swayampurna
Mitras and other concerned
officials under  Swayam-
ourma 2.0 on Divyang wel-
fare and related schemes in
drtual mode,

Besides Phal Dessai, dir-
ector of the Directorate of
Planning,  Statistics  and
Evaluation Vijay B Sax-
ena; State Commissioner
for Persons with Disability
(PwD) Guruprasad Pawas-
kar; director of department
of Social Welfare Siddhiv-
inayuk Naik; state coordin-
atar for Swayampurna Mitra
Isha Sawant, Swayampurna
Mitras, taluka-level nodal
officers, persons with disab-
iliryand others attended the
virmal programme.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Phal Desai said that
over 19,000 Divyang people
have been registered with
the social welfare depart-
ment in the state.

“The government is com-
mitted to provide all re-
quired support and facilities

to the Divyang people in the
state. Our Swayampurna
Mitras have identified many
Divyangs in the state. The
government has been work-
ing on providing medical
treatment and other facilit-
ies including good educa-
tion to make them self-reli-
ant,” he said.

While addressing the at-
tendees, Phal Desai said
that the government aims
to make the specially-abled
peaple socially, econom-
ically and  educationally
empowered.

“We need to change our
attitude towards the PwDs.
‘Ihe time demands an in-
clusive society in which
equal opportunities  are
provided for the persons
with the PwDs so that they
can lead productive, safe

o

and dignified lives” saic
P'hal Diesai.

“Goa is a very small state
we have to see what we car
do to help this section o
society and that is why we
are holding these kinds o
activities in every institute
The department of Socia
welfare has also taken the
initiative to identify the

unregistered  PwDs)" saic
the Minister.
Director of social welfare

Siddhivinayak Naik, State
Commissioner for persons
with disabiliies Guruprasac
Pawaskar and state co-
ordinator  of  Swayam-
purna 2.0 programme Ishe
Sawant briefed about vari-
ous schemes and [acilities
that are provided by the
government to  person:
with disabilities.

Socorro p’yat to
help disabled buy
appliances, aids

Times News Network

Panaji: The

Socorro

panchavat has launched
‘Divvangsnehi’, a sche-
me aimed at helping the
disabled purchase neces-
saryappliancesandaids.

After a suggestion by
Guruprasad Pawaskar,
the state commissioner
for persons with disabili-
ties, sarpanch Sandeep
Manjrekar took uptheis-
sue ‘111(1 devised thesche-
: hudget estima-
23, the pancha-
vat had included financi-
al support for disabled
people amountingtoRs2
lakhtobuy artificialaids
and appliances under
the ‘Divyangsnehi’ sche-
me. This was approved at
the gram sabha meeting
on February 27.

“The aim is to assist
needy and disabled peo
pleobtainnecessarv aids

and appliances that can
reduce the effects of the-
irdisability andenhance
their economic potenti-
al," Pawaskar said.
Persons with a bench-
mark disability (at least

40% disability of any
kind as defined by the
RPWD Act 2016) will be
eligible for the benefitsof
this scheme.

The state commissio-
ner for persons with dis-
abilities will socon set
forth the rest of the gni-
delines for availing of
this scheme.
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Atal Setu turns purple on’Day
of Persons with Disabilities

-

43l Sefu it up in purple colour to commermorate the International Cay of Persons with Cisabilities.

Staff Reporter
Panaji

Aral Setn has been lit up in
nurple w celebrate the In-
ernational Day of Persons
with Disabilities. Decem-
aer 3 is observed annualky
15 the Intemnational Day of
Persons with Disabilities.
[he day aims o promote
‘e rights and well-being of
sersons with disabilities in
1ll spheres of society.

The colour purple has

been increasingly associ-
ated with disability, sym-
bolising a new positive
narratve about the contri-
bution of persons with dis-
abilities in the workforce
and the wider community,
said Guruprasad Pawaskar,
the State Comumissioner for
persons with disabilities.
Adding he said, “Thus, the
Office of the Stare Commis-
sion for persons with disab-
ilities in association with the
directorate of Social Welfare

and Entertainment Society
of Goa has organised Purple
Fest: Celebranng Diversity
from the Gth to the 8th ol
January, 2023."

He said, "The Purple Fesi
is India's first-of-itsking
inclusive festival that cel-
ebrates persons with dis-
abilities. It is India's purple
movemnent which aims tc
showease howwe can come
together t create a wel-
coming and inclusive world
for everyone.”

O the e of e
O i, ammnd

State to ce

this January with Purple Fest
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v I T
Atal Setu fit up in purple to celebrate
Int’l Day of Persons with Disabilities
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textbooks into digital format

Tintes News NeTwork

Panajl: The Goa Board OF
Secondary And Higher Se.
condary Education is i
process of convertinga
Ject textbooks into the ePub
format in association with
the state commisstoner for
persons  with  disahbilities,
chairman of the Goa
Board of Secondary and Hig-
her  Secondary  Education
Rhagirath Shetye said on
Thursday

He was speaking at the
workshop on Inclusive odu-
cationorganised by theoffice

AR
E-LEARNING

ailable the textbooks in ac-
cessible format within six
maonths.

Subhash Phaldesal, mink
ster for social welfare, said

of thes I
persons with dissbilities in
collatoration with the state
council of educational rese
arch and training at the San
Jiw Centre for Special Edua:
tion, Porvoril
Guruprasad  Pawaskar,
the state commissioner for
persons with disabilities, ur
ged the Gon Board tomakeav-

is the right of eve-

ry student with disa

anid appesled o all educatio-
nal institutes to take extra
steps to umderstand the obs

s LTt & nis

clusive learning  enviren-
et for them.

In addition, he said that
this was the first workshopof

Its kind conducted on this
scale, which included 1400
educational institutes, from
elementary to university le-
vel, alded to unaided

The ¢PITA plaftorm is an

electronic publication, a file
| format that Is thecurrent in-

dustry standord in digital
publishing. EPUBs are a
standardised format that can
support the digitisation of
traditlonal print books and
make the best use of the flexi-
of digital screens fo ro-
size, reflow and enhance text
and media rlch content
Tuha Hazig, secretary, of-
fice of the state commissio-

. nerfor persons with disabili-

thes, Homlyar Mobed)l, dis-
ability expert, Programme
Maniagement

ng «
also present

Employment guidance camps for

people with disabilities on Oct 20 & 21
PANJIM: The Office of the State Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities, in association with the National Career
Service Centre for Differently Abled, Mumbai, and Disability
Rights Association of Goa, is organising an Evaluation and
Rehabilitation Guidance Camp for employment of persons
with disabilities (PwD).
The camp for PwDs residing in the North Goa district will be
held on Thursday, October 20, at the Sanjay Centre for
Special Education, Porvarim. The camp for PwDs
residing in the South Goa district will be held on Friday,
October 21, at the Gujarati Samaj Educational Trust for
the Handicapped, Margao.
The State Commissioner for People with Disabilities,
Guruprasad Pawaskar, noted that pre-pandemic job markets
already had significant barriers for people with disabilities,
which have been exacerbated by the pandemic.
*During the camp, evaluation of persons with
disabilities will be done to assess their physical
efficiencies, measure their psychological strength,
aptitude and areas of interest, to unfold their potential,”

THE PURPLE FEST: Goa to host -
first of its kind inclusive festival

3-day event from January 6 to 8, 2023, especially for persons with disabilities

: The Goa State Commission for
Persons with Disabilicles in assocladon
with the Directorate of Social Welfare
and the Entertainment Society of Goa
will host first of its kind inclusive festi-
val named “The Purple Fest at Panjim
from Jarsary 610 8, 2023,

Addressing a press conference on
Wednesday, Social Welfare Minister
Sublash Phal Dessai said that The
Purple Fest' will be a three-day inclu-
sive event which aims ta illustrate how
people can unite to sepport and make
everypone in our society feel induded

The event will feature live perform-
ances, grand exhibitions, sporting

and discussions on vital subjects like
inclusive education, employment,
toursm, and independent living.

Phal Dessai said, "The biggest bar-
rier for prople with disabilities is how
society disables them. Fersons with
Digabilities (Pw) deal daily with chal-
tenges such as discrimination, stigma
and stereotypes. To become an all-in-
clusive and acceseible eoclety we need

avents, immersive ex

rNCe TONes,
and an innovation mela 1t will ale in-
clude exciting competitions, accessi-
ble movie screenings, a mega car rally,

ta elange the way we view disability

and collaborate with the disabled

community to break down barriers”
Phal Bessai further said, "We should

o

soe dizability as the attituding], phys-
feal, systetnie, eommunication, and
technological barriers created by so-
ciety, We do not deny the Impact of an
incividual's impairmaent, but aga so-
cigky it s our responsibility to accom-
madate peeple living with disatdlity,
rather than expecting the indisiduz| o
acepinmodate for socisty”

“Thus this fest is a fantastic oppor-
tunity ta illustrate that disabilisies are
net barrers, Rather, itis people’s aui-
tude towards disability that acts as a
barrier” he added.

Secretary (Social Welfars] Subhash
Chandra, 145, Director of Sacial Wei-
fare Sandhya Kamat, State Commis-
sloner for Persons with Disabilitles
Guruprasad Pawaskar and Taha
Hamzig. Secretary, Office of the Stae
Coummissioner for Persons with Dis-
abilities were present for the briefing,

KTCL staff sensitised on challenges
faced by visually, hearing impaired

Staff Reporter
Panaji

A special session was
held at the Sanjay School,
Porvorim for the staff
of Kadamba Transport
Corporation ILtd (KTCL)
wherein visually impaired
and hearing impaired
sensitised the KICL staff
about the challenges they
face while travelling by bus.

The session was organ-
ised by the office of the
Commissioner of Persons
with Disabilities with the
help of Social Welfare De-

partment as a part of the
ongoing ‘Awareness and
Sensitisation Programme’
focused on the rights of
persons with disabilities
for the staff of KTCL.

After having meetings
with Persons with Disab-
ilities it was felt necessary
by State Commissioner for
Persons with Disabilities
Guruprasad Pawaskar to
educate 1,200 conductors
and drivers of the KTCL.

Such sessions are being
conducted in batches by
Anuradha Joshi, the former
State Disability Commis-

sioner and staff from the
office of the Commissioner
of Persons with Disabilit-
ies.

The obstacles faced
by passengers with dis-
abilities were explained
by Tukaram Gaonkar of
Quepem, a person with
visual impairment, mem-
bers of the Goa Association
for Deaf and a sign lan-
guage interpreter.

They also demonstrated
how to deal with such situ-
ations when people with
disabilities experience
difficulties.
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Social welfare dept helps
disabled register for UDID

Times News NeTwioRs

o HEICTAIA SANRTAIS

wferfardt = amt

"LENDING SUPPORT

workers bemn mmrwt
> Under "administration at
your doorstep’ project, the

Panaji: The social welfare
department has begun an
‘administration at your do-
orstep’ initiative to help per

33,012 | No. of persons with
disabifities (PwD) in the state
according to the 2011 census

76

sons with disabilities (PwD) | 4436 | No. of those who social welfare
enroll for the Unique Disabi- | have received their department’s orat : TikE HH e g
Lity ID card (7DD UDID cards so far field workers have 789 T e amman e |
mll:?’ltl "%LF;‘; r:z;“:‘:;:f}: mf' . m‘f“e m tg::'ugor since ¢ bee o " -

e WOTKETS & state has enrolled for 10 3 4red . "
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The state has enrolled o S 1 R B R ST SR, TR SRR, A1) BN, s w.

2850 PwD for UDID cards nistration at your doorstep their visit =
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Goa State Disability Commission hold

autism awareness drive
PANJIM: Goa State Disability Commission in collaboration with
the Directorate of Social Welfare, the Disability Rights
Association and students from Dnyan Vardhini Divyang
Training College on Wednesday held an autism awareness
drive at various Kadamba bus-stands to raise awareness about
Autism Spectrum Disorder. State Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities Guruprasad Pawaskar addressed the
gathering at Panjim Bus Stand emphasising the importance of
general public awareness of Divyangjan rights and treating
them with empathy and care. The drive was undertaken to
raise awareness among disable people. It turned outto be a
great success in raising autism awareness among citizens as
disable people from various locations across Goa reached out
to the staff to discuss their grievances. Students from Dnyan
Vardhini Divyang Training College performed a street play at
various bus stands. Deputy Director of Social Welfare Taha
Hazig, DRAG President Avelino De Sa and DRAG member Liby
Mendonsa were also present.
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Guidance works:m) for parents of differently
abled children held at Sanjay School

PANAJI: State Commission for Persons
with Disabilities in association with Sanjay
Centre for Special Education, Provorim
organised a workshop for the guidance

of parents of differently abled children

on Saturday in Sanjay School’s Manohar
Pamikar Memorial hall. For the work-

shop, State Commissioner for persons
with disabilities, Guruprasad Pawaskar,
Sanjay School MemberSecretary Neetal
Amonkar, Secretary State Commissioner
for persons with disability Taha Ghazi and
Sanjay School Headmaster Tatu Kudalkar
were present. Inthe workshop, physiother-
apist Dr Dwarkanath Kamat, Dr Lorraine
Femandez, DrSupriya Khandeparkar, occupational therapist Dr
Siddhika Raul and speech therapist Dr Dipti Jog explained to the
parents importance of exercises and home programme.

A speaker at
the guidance
workshop.
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. —— Schools told to
Promote persons with disabilities in sports, admit two kids

include them in schemes, mlmster urged . e eqese
8 with disabilities

Tings NEws NeTwoms tional sports events for per-
Lisa Momteirod timesgroup,com

tonsmilldjsdb:]ll)us finan

Panaji: The state commissio-
ner for persons with disabili-
ties {PwDs), Guruprasad Pa-
waskar on Monday presented
a detalled proposal to sports
minister Govind Gande see-
King due recognition o ||
rights of pes
lithes to participate in sports
asouilined in Bection30ef the

Panaji: The office of the state
other organisations commissioner for  persons
to sports for persons with with disabilities {Pwi)) has re
disabilities cetved two complaints from

A commities needs to be parents of students with dis
Formad. for -wr.iudir Teview abilities bring denied admis.
of the suggestions, Pawaskar s, Ir ufiwr the com:

tons, Spe

Righis of Persons with Dis- The stte commissioner for persons with disabilfties suggested stated ) IR L
.-um"ulr;]';:':-}m 2017 _ promotion of para sports at the grassracts loved with trained coaches ”“"{:n::i‘;ﬂzns. secretary for ve ndmission tothe stadent

In the ssece s, et com
missdoner diry ml the school
to consider the pa

ensure that porsons with dis-  trained in parn sports and cial Olympics for any other ner for PwDs
abilities are adequately incha-  Speclal Olympics, develop-  spor nis forpersons with  rectos, Goa division of ‘:[M ml
ded in their schemes and pro- - ment of accessible playgro Olympis desh Thakur of ot and "o a8 stntes thatevery child
grammes for the pmnxsticsn il 'md e.pﬂrrf. amplexes i Sugges Goa Paralymple Associ : ullhluhrlh.mul th with & benchmark disability
' de _r‘nl' A ground I’l'eLsm]-Ju'shl‘:\m_!.ﬁ.n.'lnlduhhl with immediate offoct™. The between the age of six o 18 ye

He also stressed on ma-  facility to be provided free of  of Goa Association of the De- order was passed after both  ars shall s that right to free
Ba -clnmrhn Rightsof Per- king existing stadiums and  eost for persons with disabili-  af. Vishant Nagvekar of Dis- partios presented their argn-  education hourhood
song with Disabllities Act sports infrastructure ties, the establishment of a  ability Rights Asseeiation of school ar in fal school of

of Persons with Disabilities

207, the commissioner sible to persons with disabili Goa sports centre for powm-e Goa and Tukaram Gaonkar, The commissioner direc.  twir choie
strongly suggested the promo-  ties and to provide air travel  with disability cash re enptain-Goa Cricket toam for el thuast chullel “Th choal nl.
tion of para sports at the for participation in para na- tomedal winmn visually impaired were also ties must be an Vit s gection 4 of the wo

grassroot level with coaches  tional/international and Spe-  pate in national and interna-  present for the meeting. any mainstr

any school of o

il child with disabilits
1, that the app-
ment und local
1l ensure that
eonducive for addressing thelr \ Y disabilities
oonds, o thue righit onan o
rent of the 12 year old  basis tofreely express their vi
itism spectrum dis-  ews on all matters affecting
a complaint with  them and provide them appro.
ion reganling de. pport,” the commis-

. special or men

un-mmr

nial of admission. The boy  sioner stated, sdding
passed] C *  ver thisact of deny!
marks and wis o to studont with disabil ity

Class  VIIL

lates the provision of the
sons with ]!:ulh:-

sads are ful

rent thit the se

Class VIII. The parent

the school ts situated wit

Skms of his residence all times not discriminate :|n|1

18 convernbent or ghve sdmission on groands

The commissioner stated  of sympathy to any student
o denying admis-  with disability in the school

sonable ne

- be glvon

11 dignit smpathy

s met stotes, o any student with dissbilits

t them without diseri " coanmizsion stabed
mination and provide educn. 5 der
und - opportunities for section @ of the
rocreation sctivit comimissioner sta
e=equally with others” .
Section 3010 of the Rights
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Soon, state’s primary schools to also
have resource rooms for spl children

Goa Revising
Its Inclusive
Edu Policy

Gauree.Malkarnekar

@ com

Rakesii Muzdye

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

> Resource rooms currently

P‘um Thestate government
g its III)|lLJ an ineln-

ry schoals toopen resource ro-
oms o admit children with

d in Goa in 2003

> Prior to 2003, only
schools were

available in Goa

= Special schools mean,
in most cases, the children
have no oppartunity to

sllt*"‘.zll needs living in the in-
7l Tt

Tu"P‘dlh with disabilit
ad Pawaskar The pnll
1g altered to meetone
recommendations of

nal Edueation Policy

are required to have

per which all

will mean rhar
ten need not

interact with their
peers beyond their
immediate family

school
child-
wvel lomg dis-
Je toattend

rlagses Resoiree mmoms enen-

> Heip build social skills and
confidence of special childron
by facilitating their interaction
with regular children

> Allow for sensitising

other children to those with
special needs

urage inclusion and discour
pe segregation af  special
children from thelr typical pe
ers Studying in resource ro-
oms in regu
lenesam tn show he

mﬂi! aiten FEraE v el
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periods, the special children
attend classes alongside their
r',niu.l PEETS,

“Naw, sur:lnlrhlldrmm]l
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the village &
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this subject. Two i
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Soon, visually-impaired students may
be able to answer exams unassisted

Lisa_Monteira @timesgroup.com

Panaji: Visually impaired
students will soon be able to
answer their own exams wit-
hout the asslstance of a wri-
ter. Currently, students with
no vision and low vision dic-

tate their answers to a scribe
who writes their answer pa-
persforthem.

In the near future, stu-
dents who opt to answer their
papers themselves will be
provided with laptops and
earphones and will useascre-

File phota

Currently, wsu.\lly impaired students answer with the help of a scribe

en reader that will read aut all
text, including in vernacular
langu . The students in
turn will tvpe out their ans-
wersonthe laptop,

“The Goa board has alrea
dy given a green signal and the

‘Ensure proper infra for
disabled persons at Ifﬁ

Tesrs News Nevwors disabilitieswillg

(PWD) Il\-\.
the dire
val of Inc i
International Film
vaal of India (1) %
to disabled p

commissioner )
prasad Pawnskar said in a
I it to DFF

ommission highligh
» Rightsof Per:
Disabilities Act :
et that Indin is
fir

ked the D)

o Insist on clo
ggdl captions (text ve i of
lnohln part of mov for
ired and audio

+ access for whe
I|1|1 wherever

moment there are candidates

utthe Il['qul':l\o\tltH.Ihﬂ will
provide them with laptops. In
the next yearanda-half,
should have visually impaired

candidates competent enough
to use @ computer to answer
their exams without a scribe,”
speretnry of the Goa State
we  Commission for Persons with
Disability, Taha Haaziq, said.

GOVT. OF GOA ()

In the meantime, the Na-
tional Association for the
Blind (NAB)at St Cruz has be-
gun focussed computer trai-
ning for the visually impai.
red to familiarise them with
compuiers and help them ga-
in speed while using them
with minimal errors.

has partnered with
the largest online library Bo-
okshare, library for people
with disabilities and is con-
ducting a digital literacy pro-
gr.lmmcmr the students,
s answer without a
, examiners will be ina
pnt;lnm to assess the real
knowledge of the student,”
president of NAB, Goa, Ro-
zendo Mendonsa said.

P Class Vill kids, P2

Goa boy’s rarest blood disorder
may be identified as disability

ning v
alled for
sive and
ssible reading material 2
wrgeprintcopy Bra- - m Sowant, the minister,
T copy. ary and director of
s ol the biggest neinl welfare d
aml 2008, The commis-  events in the country which
aswellreceived s na and displays activi
wrtaining to flm indu
from around the
the commis- 1@ this festival and Saksham Trust,
slon hasasked the DFFtoen-  accessible to persons with  New Delhi

Glanzmann  throm-
basthenia, which causes the
patient to bleed easily, some-
times for days.

Only 500 cases of Glang-
mann thromhasthenia are

ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23

recorded across the world
and the number of cases in
India are not yvet known, Ja-
cob'scasecould now helpthe
disnrder ta he identified in

Gauree.

@timesgroup.com UNDERSTANDING THE DISORDER
Panaji: Unexplained red | glhleedm d‘:.surder tr;;t 1s ;rarls‘fmiil:nnI :%1‘?&
and purple bruises began character?sed by prol P for
appearing on Jacob Fernan- =x g
des’ (named changed) body or Bbm Severe b!eedlng
when he was still a toddler, Cause | Lack of a protein that Cure | ltisa lifelong ]
At age two, after several ro- is normally present on the condition, and there is
unds m hospitals and labo surface of platelets. The no cure. Patlents should

s, Jacob was diagno- condition is congenital, which take special steps to try
th the rarest of disor- | means itis present from birth to avoid bleeding

India as a disability for the
crippling effect it has on the
lifeof those affected.

b ‘If notified". P 2
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State Commission for PwDs provides
prosthetic limbs to Fulrani

HERALD FIC

Team Herald

PAN]JIM: Fulrani Kinalekar,
person with locomotor dis-
ability, a resident of Korgao,
Pernem, was provided with
prosthetie limbs by the Office
of the State Commissioner

for Persons with Disabilities
(PwD) with the help of Ro-
tary Club of Porvorim and
Retary Club of Mapusa Elite.

Expressing her gratitude

the State Conmumissioner for
Persons with Disabiliies, -/ ’ )
Kinalekar said, "I had to face
many diffiealties  before
being provided with artifi-
cial legs. Now 1 ani leading
an independent life with the
new prosthesis”
Pawaskar had been in con-
stant contact with Kinalekar
for the past three months to
procure prosthetic limbs for
hes: Kinalekar participated in

during the Purple Fest using
prosthetic limbs provided by
the State Comumission for
Persons with Disabilities, re-
ceiving many aceolades from
the aurdience.

Since the last yeas the State
Comumission for Persons with
Disabilities has taken the ini-
tiative of providing prosthet-
ics limbs to the needy persons
with disabilities so that even
the peopls with disabilities
can live independently.

to Guruprasad Pawaskar
- . -

the fashion show organised
L - - -

‘Beyond beaches, Goa made
headlines with Purple Fest’

Truacs Miws NiTwoas
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‘Separate dept will help PwDs greatly

Mida.

82

Panaji: Efforts are under way
to make the Gos state commis-

te ﬂ(‘[\'\"t-

The body currently

f:m‘i'lnmrtmunr
“Maharashirs

rstodition of the Purple Fes
si:mfnr]mrsons withdisahili- tival in Goa which was the
-ever inclusivefe

Ly
the disability community
undertheSocial Wel-  formulate policies for PwDs  FUTURE FORWARD
In gports and tourism spetors,

ival for

anyone else for the

il frnm thegovernment onthis.”
i

J in the sports department so  grounds, “The

isproposingschemes that will — that they don't have to

ﬂizc r support to pars-athle

during their outsta

Wi have prope

allucation of funds
Sabe a2k

iting a response

1e also added that

cash awards for para-athletes
who represent the state a at
natlonal events,

The commission is d|”$|
contemplating making
olis gmmui: and stadia undm’

Authority of Goa
0 PwDs and
iners as well
oaches to Goa to train pa-
athletes in the state atthese
indoor stadi-
um at Campal is fully i
ble for PwDs. |

sure that {k proper
ik i B gkt e
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the process will start soon,”
he said.

For tourism, beach acoes
is also in the pro t Baga,
Arambel, Colva and Palolem,
Additionally, 40 government
e are
ssible

going o be m
within two
“There a
midelines for unlu-
cessibility inforce thatarenot
being implomented.  New
must not be L'meu

ertificat 5
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The Purple Experience Zone at the Purple Fest
will allow one to gain a deeper understanding
and appreciation of the challenges faced by
persons with disabilities

SHERLY COELHD dedicaed wsupporing and guiding
inciivicals with disabilities towards
Purple 3 livelihoods?

at the Purple Pcstmﬂ mclud:

l'm: sectons - Jagrud Mela, In-

uslve: Carlval, Musewm of Possih-

tizs, Purple We Care Film Festival
wd Antarchakshu,

Inclusive Cornival

This event §s desipned specifically
lnrmmmcmgwm: individuals with
di in a fun and wel
environmend. The aim is to inspire
goverrmment  officiale, regulainry
bodes, and the genersl public to
support the culture of inclusion for
chitdren with disabilities through
ihese evenis

The ecurator of Inclisve Carnival

grusi Mela

gruti Mela is curated by Enable
idia to guide individuals towards
woessful livelibood, 1t provides
tidanee Tor parenis/guandians of
iildren with disabilities on adura-

Museum of Possibilities
The space
with the comnmunity of users, creat-
ors and innovaors, ad caters o all
disahiliies. Themed as "Live, Work

‘The curazor of the We Care Film Fex
el Satish Kapoor soys, “We ha
been hosting movie screenings [
the pas 12 years and are exireme
pleasad w beahle to do the same {

nology for everyday access. This will
be an exp zone for everyone
w undersiond sccessibility and will
Bave wniversally designed producis
o foster mdependant lring”

n, galls taining schemes, and  Sodhar Cher soys, “The carnival  and Play, the exhibits are not cat- the Purple Fest”

selihood opportunitics. is o fun, cxpercndal pathway to  cgors Fnr specific disabiliies but  Purple We Care Film Festival

lwoger of Dnable Indin Kavya  understand and engage with the  look at solutions o overcome bani-  The platform offers varous oigan-  Antorchaksdu

infvasan says, ‘As a paren: of  newro-diverse beain, which is sill a2 ersweall face. imaticms an oppornumity 1o use flms  Antarchaksho is A simulation war
1ardian of a child with disability, ey area for science, We are happy of Museum of Possibilit-  asatool for and sersitiss-  shopthat will provide a peek into

lives of individuals with disabifitc
Participants will experience diseh
Il)‘ Ril!l!lluwll ﬂlll complete simp

___________________

Marseger
to share thet as the next logical step,  ies Hm.hal hobnh says, Museum mn awuml dlsﬂhlh‘\ issueca. These
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